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The mensure of truc human beroism is flot
tho capacity for cnjoyraent, but the poiver
of endurance. Rence our Rledeemer as
the perfect Main, as wcli as the aIl-suificient
Saviour, wus mnade pcrfct.îhrongbi suffer-
ing. Ilus niood was developed by Nwbat
ho ondurcd.

Nations, as weli as individuals9, reacli
grea.ness tbrougli suifering. The events
of hisîory that attract attention and absorb
intercst arc tragical rather titan comir.
The grand land-marks of history ai e ail set
up on the field of trouble. The voice of
the past speaks to us in sadners. Llistory
is an antlsem set in the minor key. Tite
glare and glitter of a Boesazzar's toast tire
now only rcmenibered as the liglit in which
wo bebiold the calamities of bis overthrow.
The shouits of asacient festivity only reacli
our cars as tise accom]>animený to the dirge
of sorrow. Tite banqueting halls ef tihe
ancients have neariy ait disappear.d, but
their sepuichires are withi us until tii day.
It is not siniling mirtls, but wecping sor-
row that lins studded our carîli witli monu-
ments for the dead. It is in grief rather
than in joy that a man yearns most for im-
mortality. It is the plouglishare of suier-
ing that lias loft the widest andl decpcst
furroivs upon the surface of the nations of
the earth. Nations bave beau bora i» the
pains of anguisli. The foundation stones
of ail national greatness bave iseen huewa iii
sorrowv, and laid in trouble. The geats ini
the crowns of earthly gio)ry have been eut
and poiished flot with the oul of joy, but
ivith the diamond dust of suifering. L is
to self-denying labour carefully performed,
to cruel persectitions patiently borne, to
erowns of martyrdom aohly won, to bloody
hattles hravely fought, that we look as the
tbe turning points of bistory, susd the foun-
tains of national grcatness. Ail the birth-
rights of freedons are the price of hiood.

Tbe suiffring of sorrow supplies a coni-
mon bond of synipathy for maulkind.
Trouble of sonne kind or other strikes the
notes o'f suifering in every heart. Men
ean ail sing tbe dirge of grief in unison
We nsay flot have a conmmon gronnd cf
tkougbr, nor acommon ground of joy, nor
a comnion ground of action, but %% e bave

nil a common gronnd of sorrow. Ail mai,.
kind go to the grave antd weep ibere. The
grief of bareavement enters every lieart anl
wrings tears froni ail cycs. flefore the
common feeling the separations of tmnie ana!
spare and social rank tire ail obliterateu. 1
nsighit not be able iîb enjoy myscîf nnsid tle
festivities of an Egyptian festa, but le,
wailings of the oppressed Isrielite8 at onre
awaken a responsive echo in sny bosom.
TFie abouts o? the Romnan amphitseaîre
may fail to gladden nsy lieart, but thse sim.
pie inscriptions on thse graves of the cata.
(onils at once awaken my sympatby. Thse
expressionts of grief are as iresh for huinan
feeling to-da-.y, as tbcy wvere a ilsousanal
>eatrsago. Mýen may have toun(l otit many
new mources of pleasure. Goi lis kept
Ilsere to ai letst one coinmnon gruund of
SOrrow. Men niay flot bac abîle to liarmunize
heicr iaasgbîer, tisey can na1vys isugie tUir

tears together. It is in coininon inisery
tliat men nsubt ho made to resize ticsir
coinisson kindred. Whien strusk by ieprosy
the Jewv and Sainaritan can assoeinte te,
gether. It i8 on tue cunmnson grounli of
felt misery tîsat Cbristianity lirings ail sin-
ners together. Men's hearts are, se te
speak, nielted in the furnace of penitence
thaît they may be fuaed togeilier in tho
bonds of love. It is asfio-sffîs
drinLing consolation from tîme samne foin-
tain of life than moa are to recogiuize their
conimon hrothmlmood air! glt. It iâ as sît.
ferers in âin that God wili restore us in

Ivation. Sufferirsg providts a field foi
tise exorcise of c:harity. This grace coukt
not be devclopedl witlsout suifererb, on uho,%O
ac:oit it wouid be exercised. Tite field
biaz long been there, but it lias heem the
Peculiar privilege, of Cbitiani civaiizaîiiçà
te occupy an.d cuitivate tIse field. l'lan-
thropy is the outgrowth of Cbirisnaaniy.
Beiievolent institutions are tIse direct result
of Christian influence on societl.. They
are leave& froas thme txee of life appiid Wo
becaiing the stifferinga of the nat'ju. Ouill

boQues, asylums, charity seisools, Christiant
missions of ail kinds, may ha vwritten tIse
wordsi of Jebus, " Lt is, more blezsbed te gise
than to receive." In beariusg tlae bur4eos


