
TH'E LAMP

NOTES AND> QUERAES O0.-; EEX
ISTENCE.

Mli-s Florence Harrison lias called at
tention to a correspiondence ou pre ex-
istenlco w'hicli appears iii Notes and
Qneries in i 8456. Ili the unnher 49 for
Gili Deconibei', the folloNwýing intorestixîg
col) Iiunication is printedl over the sig I

naitutre -W. L. N. Bath '
Your correspondent, Mir. Eiev, iii-

quires for the mîaile of a -%vork or N-oi'ks
mi wvhat lie cails the ''blfa. int

wvhich I trust hie will forgivP ile for'
desizatialg the alucieat anad vrv pri
b:îide Op)inIonl of' ft prt' existence (cf

That the Deity. at ihie bciiîîaiig id
lîo %vorl (tlieti w", zirvt' au.it that Il-
"resteql freni ail His w'oîi:s w'hio'h lie
had îîlade, ") C.'ieated the su;nis of alil nn'u.
which, hiow'ever, 'Ire 11(it 11uittut tu t1w
b-.dv liii the iidividii.-ls for whi'li th'-'.'
ar1e dt-si11>t'd aire bonil ilito the woi'id,
%Vas (te oimit .111 relel'tli'c te iPiato

a11(t ihis fuiwes.a very tr.'mxenîIl lt'liUC'
aiuî,,ag, tue JTe ilhKhidi's etîi
mioni opinlioniii (lut lao ime1111. aîîd
holdem alid talighlt by iînax±y) fiitliers of

<he (2histizil Chur'ch, et. ,Jusîhîi Marty'r.
ý)1'mgel, mîîd othierq. It !à.:n la Vv-
(îîpiit'oit 1%, Tei'tulli;iî - BI, K'iuYz
ÉeC. Hist. illustrated fiat; flie wn-itilîgs

of Tertuillian, pi. 204. etc')
Mode. il'ebp iii of hj'; Mvsy:t('rv (if

GodliUeý,; (Works foi. 1 î is, p. n)5. colin-
bats t.ht viir i., lio ut' :î'd ycie
aticui of souis, at tiwe tillie thew boîes
are profircel w'hichi til.y are to iliforin.

Re t'all, 'the reeasonatile doctriiio" ot'
pr-x'-ec "IL kiey for sulIle of the
mxain m'xst-nries cf Prut'idl-nce, ,viiii
ne ùthn.r rail qu h.itonitlv miloci;
Sir Harry Vaîue is said by Bu.rte't (Owiî

-Tiinies fui. 1724, i.. 1%34), to lhave m-xîja
tained t1iks doctrine(ý. Jloseph (iî

*Viii, reCtor of B3athî, (tlt' frieni of
.Meric Casaubon and ef Baxti-'r iiiitlea
* metal)hysiciiir ef "îinuar vigor LiIîd
acutenless). publishied lu 1662, but %'.itit
out bis naie, et treatise to prove the

rtasuableî o cf the doctrine. It wais
ni tt'rwtirds ropublishied. with annota

tious. by Dr. houeiry More. The titie of'
thfe boir is: -LAx Orientalis; or au
Inquiry into- the Opinion of the Easterii

*Sages coîîeerning thec Proeexistence cf
!ýouis, being a keyý te unlock the grand
livsteries of Providence in relation te

* ýfan's Sin and Misery. " London, 16602,
12 meo.

Among fie 'Baxter M .,in th,ý Red
Crosýs Street Library, is a lo.n,, letter,
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full cf ourionis learniîîg. frein Glanvili
tu Baxter, iii dofemîce of the' doctrine cf
the soul's îîreexlstenco.

In 17 62, the .1.ev. Capel Berr-ow, rector
ofR &iîgui published a wurk etntitlecl

A Pre-existemit Lewse of HumnanSul
deî.o4îatd:and iii the European

Magazine toir 1eîexîer 01, 'may be
fuîî;îI et let-ter h dii Bp). Warliurton te
the anthor. ini whic'h lit' saYs, ''The idea

t)f a. oî' exiz-tence lias beeix espoused by
mîxan,'y iearned awnl ingeniens mien in

everv a- . as idngfair te resolve
iiialiiy difficuliws.' Allusions to this
doctrine trili hoe fouind, per-vadliîgt5 the
bealiiful verses of Henry Vula.the
-i iirinst. iii lus Sile'xSciticillaîîis (Lonidon,
W-50)», and trace-, of it oceni' iii \Vords-
Nvurt1i's '-Ode oin the Intimuations of ln-
iiioxt;îiity iii Chlud'Southey, in
luis puliied Letters, (1)y Vaî'ter, vol.

i. p.1, 10)>, says:
''Ihav a strong andi liveiv faithlin a

thi.'> si atti or existenice, :liId thiat Nve shill
ret">o'er the eucosbsof soîxie lower

tî th tltui whlicl -we Iuîav pievions'
1v hav'e î>assei -;eeiiis to nie not iîuprob-

able." An agîlin eev'stf-ii cf pro-
grezive exsecseînis, of aIl uthers,
tuc imîoust bencvuleiit; ainti ail tliat te do
Ilxiderbtand is :o wise and ýsu good. akid
li tve do co' do uxot, se pei'fectly and

orerwiieliuîîuîgly woiideî'tnl thlat tlic
illosi benlevolent systelm is tlie niost;
pr'obable - Lettons vol. i, p. *294.

'£ht' tlirt e fillatlnentai propositions cif
'fhle '-Secrvt Doctrinie have been suiumai'-

iztet thus.

less, ;tiff Iiuîîi nIable Priicîple, on wluch
ail up''laiî isinpsib e. .
It is beyont! the range and reachi cf
thuglt.. umthiikable and

tunspeakiable."'
2. '1lie tbttiltite nniversality uf the

law utf t.erîlleity, uf flux and reflux,
eldîi( fl ±ow. " Thxe 1) niverse iii toto is
perlediciffUy "tbý- playground cf nuin-
berless iiverses, niaîîifesting and dis-

appering" caled the nanifesting
stars," and ftxe ".sparkis cf etertity."

3. "Thie fuifdauxental identity of al
Souils witî the Luniversal Ovecr Sou, the
latter beiîag itself an aspect. cf the Un-
known iZuot; aîîd the Oblig»fiory pl.
grimage f oc eçe'vy seual-a spark of the
formner'-tlroligL-,i the cycle of Incarna-
tien (or 'Necessity') in accordancer with
Cycliec and Rarxic law, anringý thre
%hcle terin." -' *' ,: - f'
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