The Lild,

Work for the Month of May.

Tae chicf operations this month, aro finishing the
sowing of spring crops, and planting hoed crops.
Flax should be sown es early this month as the
weather will permit. Grass and clover sceds may
still bo sown on grain fields, and bare spots in
meadows. Rolling and top-dressing with flae manure
are recommended wherevor practicaole. They will
greatly promote growtb. Oats dobestsown in April,
but for seeding dowa to grass, thoy may bo put in
early this moath, and if not likely to maturo way be
cut and cured like hay. Thus treated, they make
excellént fodder. Oats and vetches mixed make
good green feed during the summer, and curo well
for winter use. Indian corn sown thick broad-cast.
makes the best green forage for sammer soiling, but
it ought not to be sown until the last of May, or first
of June, to avoid risk of frost. We recommend our
readers to try this, and alss by all means {o plant a
patch of corn in tho usual way for a crop of ecars.
This cereal is too much neglected in Canada. A few
pumpkin sceds should Le planted hero and there
among the corn. Sorghum should be plante. about
the same timoe as corn. Wo hope many Canadian
farmers will try the cxperiment of growing a litile
sorghnm for a home supply of syrup. Carrots and
mangolds siwuld be sown carly in this month, if they
are not already in the gronnd. Potatoes ought to be
all planted by the end of May. As a-general rule,
the carlier they are in the better, provided risk from
frost is avoided. To raisc potatoes profitably, band-
hocing should be avoided as much as possible.—
Plough out drills about threo feet apart, and drop the
picces a foot and a half in the rows. Cover with the
plough, or with a cultivator having the middlo tooth
out. Inabout a fortnight, or just before the potatocs
come up, a careful harrowing lengthwise may be
given, which will bo as good as one hand-hoeing.
Groundshould bein course of preparation for turanips
and buckwheat, though these aro not to be sown for
gsome time to come. DBceans should be planted this
month. Tho white bush variety is the best for family
uso. Lairy operations will begin to demand attention
this month. A clean, cool, well-ventilated milk-room
vhould if possible bo provided. In ihe orchard,
grafting should bo attended to this month. It is a
simplo operation, and the farmer need not wait till
he can afford to employ a professionat grafter. Try
your hand on a few trees, and givo over growing
nutural fruit, some of which is‘sour enough to give
cven pigs the colfo. This will be & busy month in
the kitchen anc flower garden. Seeds of all kinds
must now besown, as thestato of the sqjl and weather
pormit. Frult trecs, shrubs, shado-trees, &o., may
still bo planted out with succoss. May is tho best

time for lifting evergreens. With crro they may bé
succossfully planted from the woods and swamps,
but they are more surc to grow, and will comeon
much moro quickly, if transplantod from the nursery.
Activo operations will begin this month in the apiary.
Weak stochs may require a Ltile feeding still, but it
will not bo long before white clover, fruit treo blos-
goms, early spring fowers, &c. will furnish abund-
ance of foo. Toward the end of the moath there
may be o disposition to swarm in the caso of strong
stocks, but generally sp2abiog, thero i3 no danger of
this occurring until June.
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Grass Lands,

ToEeRE °1 no subject on the farm more neglected, or
less Gnderstoot, or more important, than the grassor
pasture of the farm. Grass will grow anywhere ; let
the 1and alone, and, finally, grass of one kind or
another covers the surface; but such pasture is
neither the best nor the most profitable, but like
everything elso that costs little, it secems to be pre
ferred by too many farmers in Canada. To the
ordinary, or old class of Camadian and American
farmers, time is nothing, and space of ground is
nothing, but the cost of a tew dollars is most jealously
looked at and guarded agaiost. The common Cana-
dian pasture costs nothing but timo and space, and is
thereforo preferred over that which is many times
more valuable, and which costs labour and money.

TWhat is the result of this? Whera such pasture is
kept for bay, it yiclds about } of a ton per acre, when
the crop is good,and {rom § to § a ton, when it isbad.
The .after-grass is poor in proportiox~—it will not
carry half the stock it ought, yet as rauch stock is
put on it as it ought to carry if good—it is cut too
close, then usually caten dowa to the bare roots, im-
mediately after baying, and again before winter.
The timothy—where thers is timothy—is Lilled 4 the
clover beart is broised and trampled to death, and
often s0 weakened as to freeze out in winter, and
none but the natural grasses will stand the bad usage
the meadow has reccivea. Now, bare fall pastures
produce a poor spring crop ; themeadow, having lost
all artificial grasses, yiclds merely wild hay, fit only
for cows, and when sold at market produces the low-
ecst possible price. At last even Canadian paticnce
gives out, and the grouund is broken up, snd, {rom
rest, and the assistance of a summer fallow,and, pos-
sibly, some manure, produces a tolerablo crop of
wheat, but the same c¢vil is perpetrated on some
othier portion of tho farm. Now, what is the cure for
this? There is but onv: citber to raiso timothy and
clover, and never let the 1and remain in pasture for
more than onc year; or, iIf you cling to tho old mea-
dows, thorougbly manure them; take care that the
hay Is not cut too closo to the ground, never allow-’
ing tho cattle to focd down close, and take caro that
n plentiful supdly of fog or withered crase 1s allowed

to cover the surface during the winter, and nurso tho
coming crop in the spring.

Tt is n well knoten fact that if timothy grissie ent
beforo the bulbs aro furmed, or even then, if cut be-
low tho second joint, abovo tho root or balb, or
alluwed to b bitten down, tho timothy is destroyed.
Timothy and clover do not ripen together—to secure
the best portion of the clover you ruin the timothy —
and if you leave the crop uacut till tho timothy is
ready, you loso the best part of tho clover.  Tho best
Eanglish agricuiturists meet this by sowing clover and
rve grass together. Wo should be inclined to ve-
commend a mixture of clover and orchard grass, but,
perbaps, clover alone, where it can be got to tako
sufficiently well, yields the heaviest crop.* We havo
alirays been of opinion that timothy should be grovn
alone, cut late, and not pastured, or not closely pas-
tured. If grown for sced, o remusnerative retura is
obtaiued,snd threshed timothy is certainly far prefera-
ble to siraw. Our system of farming does not yicld
enough manure to afford it for grass lands ; bat,
really, yout can mapure grass lands morc cheaply
with their own produce tkan with manuro carrled out
of a barn-yard. Al the grasses yicld within them-
selves the best manure for themselves, and the after-
aath is really the cheapost and best manure which
can bo had. Cut the bay crop; fasten up the fleld;
let the aftermath rot on the ground ; spply plaster
in the spring, and the next bay crop will be doublo
what it was the previous year; repeat the operation,
and the fertility of the meadow increases year by
year, until the crop is treble to what we now obtain.
Do you want cvidence of thesefacts? Thereis nleaty
before your eyes on every farm. Who has not some
aeglected coraer of field, ororchard, or garden, where
the cattle cannot get, and where the grass rots dowa
year after year? Look at the crop of grass there nnd
compare it with your old bitten dowu pasturcs—the
produce is four times as much as on the pasture, the
grass is rauk and rich in appearance, and, it cut for
bay, would yield at the rate of at lcast two tons per
acre. Yes, but—farmers will say—who is going to
let pasturo go to waste while their cattle want grass!?
Well, the question is—shall they want grass this year,
or will you go without hay the next? You roust
cither manure with the produce of the barn-yard, or
you must manure with the produce of the meadow
itself, or you must go without grass, except'in the
bomcopathic doses you now get from old pastures.
You canpot spare tho barn-yard manure f{rom _the
grain crop, and, therefore, cither of the ather courses
are open to jou, add that generally adopted is to go
with poor pasturcin the fall and a trumpery hay crop
the following year. Try our plan with ono acre, or
with one ficld, tollow it up, and you will never again
have to complaia of short bay crop and poor pasture.

F- Tog—dmnln is naid to be a profitable cfnplo -
mont for farmers,. %ut the Iadies, devote too muo.
timo and monev to it. -



