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Improve the appearance of their bornesteads.
The niost profitable branch just now is
cheeseinaking. I have visised several faco.
ries during the past week or two, and having
had accesi to their figures, lii that good
cows are neiting 33 1.3 cents per day, equal
to two pounds of butter ler day, at present
prices, or 33 cents per pound f.or bnttr. In
one factory tie May milk gave, onu the aver-
age. ono poumnd of cheese to every 9 5-16
pounds of nilk. The majority have sold
their May cheese at 124e. per potind, but I
look fnr lower prices in the future.

Wt lwar a great deta about hard tines,
but the substantial improveinents every.
where manifested, such as tine honses,
and carriages, improved implements, stock,
,dr.tining. fencing, &c., furnish a pal.
pable contradiction to the statement us fur
as farmers are concerned. llow truc it may
be with merchants and others it is net my
business to meddle with in this paper.

la an early numberof the presentvolume a
torrespondent made enquiries rcspecting the
white willow for fences. In answer I would
say as far as my observations have extended,
both in Canada and Michigan, it is a failure.
It will never be usetul or ornamental, either
for fences or wind-breaks.

L.W.S.
Woodstock, June 21, 1869.

Patrick Bell.

To the Editor.
Sin.- Twice lately I have read a notice of

the late Dr. Bell and his reaping machine.
In both auccounts the birth of the invention
was placed in the twenties. Youris in the
C-.ii. I.îun:t of the 15.h Julne, s.u>s : "i
is now more than forly years .inuce he brouight
out ls irst reaping machine.' The other
accolin t sail "l in 1826.'" I hail ini England,
a complele set of au 01 Agrieitual Maga-
zine, in whiclh there were drawiugs of Mr.IBell's
3achine as seen when at work. The volume
the cuta were in bore the date "1815." I
bope sume of your elder readers have also
seen iliat .\aazine, and will confirai mystate.
ment. I also hope that you will take pains to
place tue truth on record. It is of more con-
sequence than.appears at once. Ten or twelve
years nay at some fitutre ine enable an im-
itator to supplant the inventer. The man
who invented the reaping machine was a
greater benefactor to bis race than he who
first produced a spinnitg machine. In either
case, ii every case, the least that we
ought to attempt is to give honor where honor
is due. Al the reaping machines that have
been made are founded upon Belt's.

W. R. CARTER.
NOTE'DY Eviron.--We took the dates in the

notice referred to from the English journals.
We have great pleasure, however, la Insert-
ing Mr. Carter's communication, though it
see:ns he writes only from recollection, net
having the old magazine of 1815 in his pos-
session at the present time.

Str.T FoR MAst:a.-" V. C." will find hi
enquiries ausweredt in the number of the C.t-
NA.% F.taitn for May. Dite caution shoud,
of course, be tiseil in the application of salt
to lanli as a manure. It is quite possible tu
use so much as te injure the soit ani subse-
quent crops. Land salt can bc had at the
diap:eton Salt Works, Clinton, for 95 cents
per barrel.

Co.T OF Wui rot Fgsscx.-A correspon-
tlent asks the price of the wire used im mak-
ing fence. The wire is sold at t!ie hardware
stores at $3 25 for a bunlle of 63 pounds, or
a litile over five cents a pouni. 1lerbaps in
buying a quantity ione1 ediuction would be
allowed. Of No. i wire. tu F.nglishi lein-
dred weight, 112 pounds, woulld extendi over
12S yards,and of No. 8,112 pounds would
reach 509 yards.

Y:al.ow Ci.ovnn.-A corresponîdent se
us specimens of a smal yellow clover. of
which he wishes to know ic name. It is
Trifolinm agrarium, a celomon annual of no
great importance to the agriculturist

ADvERTisxMKNTs FOR THE CANADA
FAnmiR should in every came be sent in to
the office of publication not later than the
7th of each month. Particular attention to
this notice is requested, as advertisementa
received after the above date will be too late
for insertion.

TOlóNTO, CAN~NADA, .JULY 15, 1869.

The Season and the Crops.

Tho past month of Juno has been an
unusual one even for our somewhat fickle
climate. Rain was much needed at the
beginning of the month ; it came, and has
since been coming, till wo have lad so
much of it that we now almost wish
there had been none.

The amount of rain we have received
this month is 4.40 inches, or 1.66 more
than the average, and within 1.20 of the
amount that fellin 1857, when the summer
proved so unusually wet. On one day,
the 26th, 9-10ths of an inch of rain fell.
There has been rain on nineteen days
out of the thirty iii June, leaving bu.
eleven dry days. At the sane timo the
temperature bas kept at a comparatively
low point, being three degrees colder than
the average-so that the crops have not
benefited no much as they otherwise would
have done froi the rainfall. Grass es-
pecially, which bloomed short, is not mak-
ing much headway yet, and old neadows
Iookvery short of grass.

The highest temperature -a "81 4
on the 29th, the lowest 36 0 4" on the

Oth. There have been seventeen days
that were clear, or partially so; but rain
ini tho shape of howers fell on mome of
thei ; thirteen cloudy days, and nineteen
days on which more or less rainfeil. The
prevailing winds have been westerly; but
there has been a considerable number of
days on which the wind was eat, or
south.cast. Tho two lat days of the
month have been warm, but very foggy
and damp in the mornings, from rain du-
ring the night; and it is to be feared that
such weather will not help the fall wheat
crop just at itsmmst critical period. Rust
is especially liable to attack wheat at such
a time, and such weather as we are now
having might do much to destroy the
hopes of the humbandmean, now centred in
the falU wheat crop, of which the prospect
is, by all accounts, a good one, and only
favourable weather is needed to bring it
to a successfal issue.

On the evening of the 27th, a remark-
ably terrific tornado of wind, accompa-
nied by a hail-storm, passed acros the
counties of Middlesex and Oxford, doing
an immense amount of damage to build-
ings and crops, the los in Oxford town-
ship alone being estimated at a quarter of
a million of dollars. Hailstones were
picked up as large as a turkey egg, and
weighing half-a-pond.

In Great Britain and Europe, by
last advices, the weather has been more
favourable, and several hot days succes-
sively have so much improved the ap-
pearance of the wheat crop that prices
are again on the decline.

Sucl changeable, and we might say un-
seasonabIe weather, as we have had this
spring, seldom occurs in Canada; yet, on
the whole, we can find room for congratu-
lation in the present appearance of the
crops, and the prospect of another abun-
dant harvest. But it is undeniable that
the grain and hay crops will be late in ar-
riviag at maturity.

Slight frosts occurred on the 7th June,
but did no damage of consequence near
the lakes. During the second and third
week of June we travelled through seve-
rai counties bordering on the line of the
G. W. R., and were glad to notice the
great improvement in the crops due to the
copious raina that have fallen since the
30th May. Fail wheat generally looked
well, and was thon heading out; but the
want of warmth has been the great draw-
back, especially on strong toils; and
we feared that should the oold weather
continue long (and it wa so cold on the
15th June, that we needed a fire in the
room), the grain might muffer serioualy.
Wheat becomes especially liable to the

1869.


