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laughi "together over the ugly'duckling, as she caiied' it, which i
had judged by its looks.

It took us some time to get ready for the start, but at length
we ivere off, passing on our left the hli of Evil Counsel so-called,
-and the traditional site of the country-house of daiaphas, and
.entered the valley of Rephaim, meutioned in the Book of ýoshua
âs the boundary-line between Juclah and Benjamin, and the scene
of one of David's vietories o-ver the Philistines.. Iu haif an hour
-or a littie more we rode close by the Tomb of Rlachel, wbere some
Jews were wailing as we passed. A small modern bùilding wvith
.a dome uow marks the spot, where, in giving birth to Benjamin,
the beloved wîfe of the old patriarcli passed away. ccAnd there
-%vas but a littie way to corne to Epbrath, . . . and it came to
jpass as her soul was iu departing, for she died, ihat she called his
naine Benoni, but his father called him Benjamin. And Rlachel
died and was buried ini the way to Epbrath, which is Bethlehem,
end Jacobi set a pillar upon hier grave, that is, the pillar of
1Rachel's grave unto this day.". Seven years he had tolled for her
iu bis wooilg, and they seemed to Jacob but a fèw days for the
love -he bore hier. Long, long years after bier death wben, far
away in the land, of Egypt, lie too was dyiug, the tender memory
of bis bereavernent is stifl fresh iu -bis -mid. clAnd as for me,
when I came rbm Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of
,Canaan lu the way. . And I buried hier there in the way
,of Ephratff, the saine is Bethlehem."

An hour frorn the tomb, over a rougli road, brought us to the
Pools of Solomon. 'there is littie doubt tbat these are the pools
meutioned lu tbe Book of eclesiastes: "cI made me pools of
water, to water tberewith the wood that briugeth forth trees."
They are tbree enormous cisterns of iarbie masonry: the lower,
582 feet long, breadth at, the east end 207 feet, at the west 148
feet, depth at the east -end 50 feet. Dr. Thompson says: "lWhen
full ut would float the iargest Man-of-war that ever- plougbed the
ocean." The middle pool is 248 feet above the lower one, its
length: 423 feet, its breadtb at east end .2§0 -feet, at west end 160
feet, its deptb at'east end 39 feet. The upper pool is 160 feet
above tbe middle pool, its leugth is 380 feet, its breadth at the
east end 236 feet, at the west end 229 feet, its depth. at the, west
end, 25 feet. These enormous cisterns are in splendid preserva-
tion, aud the course of the aqueduet eau stili be traced, by whieÉ
they supplied water to, tbe temple, a distance of some twelve or
fourteen miles. To*day it i8 conveyed as far as Bethlehem, and


