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Masonry to a clergyman ivho was in.-
clined to a favorabl, view of the su!,-
jeet, but who, after listening to, the
profanity of the advocate, loft in
disgpst."1

"lWas he a clergyman? Hlad I
known that 1 would, have been more
guarded in my expressions."

"Ille was a minister of a sect which
generailytook grounds againat Mason-
ry, but that makes no difference in
the magnitude of the wrong-I was
about te, say crime-that yen, a
'bright Masonry,' have committed
against the Fraternity. The turpi-
tude would have, been as great--the
blaine ne less-had he been the niost
humble person who, eau raise money
enough to pay bis fare in a stage-
coach."

"'You are very severe upon me for
a mere inadrertence."

"«Was it an inadvertence? Was it
not the outcome of a pernicious habit
which you have so long indulged in
that you are scarcely aware when You
are guilty of it ?",

III know of other Master Masons
who are addicted to the same habit."

"IBut does that exonerate you ?
Seeing there are memibers who violate
in this inanner, their Masonia vows,
ought you not, as a 'bright Mason,'
and, therefore, clainiing to exert an
influence ini the Order, to se conduct
yourself as te be in a position to, re-
buke these tranagressors of Masonic
law, and by example and precept lead
theni to obedience ?"

I'Very few of us do our whole
duty 1",

"But Masonry requires us to per-
form our whole duty; and where ehall
we laivî if our leaders, those, who ait
in the place of light,, only centribute
to the gloom of the place of dark-
nesa ?",

"lIt seemas to pme you are making a
mountain ont of a mole-bull."

l it a smal ihing thiat yen speak
irreverently of .Him. in whom. Yeu
trust-that you digst well-behavedl
people by your profanity, !.a public
con-veyane-that you arm the eue-

mies of the Institution of which yoip
dlaim to be a gçod member, with

we.osto overthrow it? You in
not only against God; for whom, wit
ail your professions, you appear to
have littie regard, but you sin against
an Institution you profeas to love."
. "Go on, air!i i can stand yonr

criticism of my conduot."
III asked you if you were a Master

Mason. You answered promptly ana
unequivocaily that you were."

III still dlaim to be one V"
"Pardon me if 1 say, in my opinion,

you have a defective titie to the
naine."

III have been regularly initiated,
passe and raised to t'he degree of
Master Mgson."

"Suppose when you were conducted
into the Lodge for the flrst time you.
hadl refusedl to acknowledge your belief
in God and your trust in Hin; what
would have been the consequence?"

,,i would have, been sent home 'with-
o;st having gone through with the
ceremonies çf initiatio4. During my
Mastersbip I have thus dismissed two
who refused to aoknowledge the Su-
preme Being."

"IWhat, then, should be your pén-
alty for entire1y igno#ng the existence
of a Supreme Being, or if concediug
the fact of His existence, by your aot
andword insultingilis Majesty,tramp-
ling upon his laws,3 ana doing what ini
your power lies to make yonr profes-
sion of trust in HEim a fraud and a
farce?"

"'You are taking a novel view of this
matter."

"«Under these circunistances ought
you not to be rejected as a brother,
even as you have rejected candidates
for initiation?"

"IThe cases are not parailel."
IlNot exactly, but sufficiently se for

practical purposes. Now it apppars
to me that when. a man of your:hal4tjs
andpractices is asked if hoe is a matemr
Mason his response should be in the
Dnegative."

" lWhen 1Ihave been regularly raised
to that sublime degree?"


