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* 'my lite will be a laIIure, tflenr, tor
1 do flot inteld to adopt any such
creed!"

And throwing the roses she bad been
aranging on t he table, sile left thse
recol.

Once in lier own. rooni, ahe threw
herself down beside the bed, passion.
,sobs breakinig from ber lips.

-How cau she ta so cruel?" sobbed
the poor girl.

And a feeligg of bitter shanie swept
over lier as s4-eealled ail lier sister's
manSeuvres ta entrap the handsome
Y oung stranger.

Mr$. Vane wvas a thorougli woman
of the world. Silo liati narried lier
husband for- bis Position and wealthi.
and she deteriuiiued that lier youn~
sistef,wliO lived '-jth lier, should fori
Iow in lber footsteps.*
. But, nias! for bier ambitions schemes.

There was Do olle anlîg ail their ne-
quaintance who suitedl lier faistÎious
taste.

But one day Ra1p1h Ccsliey returned
froin his travels. TIica Mrs. Vane's
orgran, tliat stood. for a lîcart, thrilled
with satisfaction.

lse Was found at last!
A brilliant, position and an irmense

fortune, a haudsoule person,, poiabed
manners, aiid a mùid enrdehed, by edu-
cation and p»ars of travel.. The goda
hact beeu kind indeed! Mrs. Vane
really envied lier sister lier good for-
tulle.

Rita undlerstood lier sister's plans,
and froni the fir6t aihe was unusually
cold te Raîpli.

She knew that nearly always a man
simple andi earnest is at the merey of
a clever desiguing womani; so ail the
attention Ralph bestowed ou lier ýhe
considered the resuit of lier sister's
scheming.

Shie deelined ail bis invitations to
drive orw~alk. If hoe askied for a dance,
either lier carti was fual or shie was tooý
weary to dance. In fact, she wvas
coldly indifFérent, and she nearly drove
Mrs. Vane wild.

-What a fool that.girl is!" sile oued
in a paroxy sus of rage. -Slie miust be
blind iot to sec the man adores lier."

llowever, she dared not 'interfere.
Rita's ilanner prevented lier touehing
the dangerous subject. Site remem-
beredi thei last interview.

$omotiles she Wondered if Rita's in-
diffe'renep was nlot a hait te lure Ralph
on, but shie put the thought away froni
her with au julatient frown.

bhe knew her sisters sweel, &ranK
nature too well ta believe »h. oMUld b
00 deceptire.

And yet Rita feit that, her lii. wae
one mass ef coneealment; for this imm.
that she had vowed aboulé[ b. nothîu&g
to her had won lier heâgrt.

It was uselessta den it
She tripd tn crush hrlove, butîti

would not be eontrolled at lier bidêlng.
Then she longed te throw aside 1Wý

baughty manner, and let hin ose hoa'
own winsome charming self.

Other mien hadL ioved hier madiy, wIy
ehould flot he?

Then pride would whisper:
"Remetaber how openly vour sisterý

courts hlm. Do not let himm thinik jt la
witb your consent."'

This wavering fri htened her, so sIe
determined te cru lier tormienting
love with an iran hand; and her flus
step would be ta go where site would
flot muet hlm.

When Mrs. Vane Iearnud af Rit2's
intention ta visit soute friends in a dis-
tant. city, she flew into a perlée.
passion.

"Whiatioethe use ofail myanning"
Bhe eried. -Are yen madthtiy.
throw away this golden opportuity of
winnlng Che richest Cn the hsnd-
somest man, in the cityP There il; the
bail -next week, tua. What arn I to
say ta Mrs. Wainwright? Rually I do
think-y>

And Mrs. Vane, overcome with dis.-
appointaient and vexation, did theê
best thing possible ta win lier own way
-hu burst into tears.

It was s0 unexpected, that poor RI",
knew nlot what ta do. To se ber, Ia-ý
purlous and self-possessed sisiter MI
tears filiud lier with diamay-

"Oh, Clara!" sue cried tremblinglyr
"if you wibh it, se nxueh. I will a"ss
le&v-e un'ii after tbe, ball."

%A few days will make littie differý-ý
ence," she said wearily, as ah. weut te
ber roons after maing hier peace wîtht
lier sister.

She passed the days iu feveriali ex-
citement, playingz the part ah. had set
hierself su, Weil, that flot uven lier sistter
dreained of lier love for Ralph.

The night of the bail came at js
When Rita ent&red the drawing-ro«4
Mrs. Wainwright exciaimud, -Pect
and she could scar-cely keep lier eyew
off bier lovuly guest; but there was ab
éliglit feeling of uueasinems in lier
heart as she noticed the. dazzlilig brig-
laney of the ttark eyes and. tle ,bright- .


