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stupid secretc. . You ridiculous Freemasons are always having secrets.
And so there's no ball ùfter ail, and I can't War my racelet for a
month, perhaps. I declare I have no.patience with them, they are so
absurb and aggravating."

"Never mind then, dear, whoever they are. You are quite right
about letting Lockyer tell his own story. And, as -to the bracelet,
wear it to-night at dinner, or leave it in your drawer as you please; I
shall admire the arm just the same."

The remonstrance with the gold-maniac elicited but a short, unsati-
factory reply,while subsequentletters remained wholly unacknowledged,
so that, in the interest of our-own affairs,. I speedily ceased to concern'
niyself greatly regarding him. The- year was one of peculiar and
intense excitement on both banks of the Murray; wer called, it .the
Wallaroo Year, from the splendid discoveries upon Yorke Peninsula.
With the fortunes of two of these I had. been lucky enough to identify
myself, and the Wheal Ellen, together- with .No. 609, had .absorbed a
very large proportion .of my available. funds. .The first mentioned
stock had been purchased . the regular way, and at a heavy premium,
and, though a little sluggish at the moment, was universally xegarded
as mosti desirable security.. :609, however, was. in.. another .position.
fBy. force of keen watchfulness, dogged perseverance, and sonie slight
assurance, I. had managed tî:become a large subscriber to, and propor-
tionate allotee, of -a -stock- so .jealously :reserved as scarce1y< to ,be
whispered on Change,and, as.of course, never hinted atin the journals. An
old acquaintanceship with'Sir Asterisk:Blank then.Governor, gave, fre-
quent opportunities of meeting the leading public nien of all parties.; and,
to my great satisfaction, I discoveredspeedily that the majority, including
all those Most renowned for. ommercial successess, were likely to be
found on the 609 register, The direct,. y was.to .comprise names ofthe
very highest standing, and each successive report from the experts
emrployed, brought up intelligence of fresh .encouragement., .These
cireumstances could not remain-too long a secret,. and uppn,the day of
-allotmentt the. provisionaL scrip was eagerly¿ enquired for. at something
like 28(Lprem. Its transfer was all thë easier, as b.ut,five sliillings of
six pounds had beencalled, and.tranýsactio.ns were so considerable as to
give me the liv.eliest satisfactiongitm e ingetting on.

A. satisfaction not the less. lively from a, painful.cqtrfast deve', ping
itselfby-and-by. The Wallaroo yearwith us,.wa , thBolinda year.wth
ourneiglibours. Of alLthe gross swindles ever hatched .theCriterion,
Master Fred'.s pet had. proved.the .basest and most,.destructive. Its
collapse, and. ,that .of s.cores .of its zpeers, were spreading a who1esple
ria to which Overend Gurney's. or the, Albert's.never o4ierOçd aparallèl.,
Mingled with .my self-gratula.tions,.therefore, was a ,sincere, concern.for
Lockyer; for whosesafety.there-was only the'faintest hope4hataeyad


