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The Poultry Yard

1f every poultry plant was a success the
egg market would be well supplied, but
many, very many, are failures so far as
egg production is concerned. Among the
chief causes is too much misdirected kind-
ness. The hens are over fed, they are kept
in warm, stuffy, air-tight houses. The cld
hens are kept from year to year, long after
their usefulness has departed. Many a
good flock has run out because of inbreed-
ing and lack of exercise.

The poultry plants that are making
money are not run in this way. These
houses are cpen and afford plenty of pure
fresh air and sunshine, even if the houses
are cold. When the hens are well protect-
ed from draughts and dampness they will
keep well and lay more eggs than when
confined in a warm, unventilated house.
The old hens should hLe killed off each fall
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and- their places taken with young pullets
that will lay all winter.

The hens should be given a variety of

feed, care being taken nct to allow them .

to thecome too fat. Many successful egg
producers feed large quantities of alfalfa
either ground in the form of a meal or the
hay cut up short with a cutting box. This
alfalfa is soaked in hot water and mixed
with the mash when it will have the same
effect as a feed cf fresh green grass. If
possible, cover the floor of the houses with
cut alfalfa. The hens will be kept busy
all day picking it over. The results in the
egg basket well justifies this expense.
Many poultry men now say that they can-
not keep fowl profitably unless they feed
alfalfa liberally.

Neglect will spoil the best breed of fewl
in the world. If it is worth spending time
and money to build up a flock it is worth
while to keep the birds in good condition
afterwards. ;

Do nct have the perches so high that the
hens hurt their feet flying down. This is
how they get bumble foot. A damp floor
covering is unhealthy. It is no fun for

the hens to scratch in litter after it gets

x1i1

Keep on the watch for lice and guard
against them whether they are found ecr
not. Have a good supply of road dust
for the fowls to dust in. If road dust is
not handy, wood ashes will do. Keep the
hecuse whitewashed inside and out. Give
the perches an application of kerosene
emulsion frequently and . lice will be
scarce.

Order pure bred roosters early to lead
you flock. It needs new blood this spring.

If you are troubled by your hens pick-
ing cut and eating each others’ feathers,
it is probable that they have been idle too
much and been given too much feed, but
not enough animal food. Give them a
variety of feed, including meat of some
kind, coarse ground green bene, litter the
floor with cut alfalfa, hay and straw, and
throw the grain into this and make them
scratch ‘ for their feed. If the hens are
kept ‘busy getting their living, they will
not have time to pull the feathers out of
each. other. If any are confirmed in the
habit either kill them or pare cff upper
and lower edges of their bills and nip off
the hook. By the time the Leaks have

grown out again they will have forgotten

damp and heavy.

the habit.

to

Unless it fully protects
what it covers, a roof is
not really a roof. And
only a metal-shingled-roof
can possibly really pro-
tect the contents of the
building it covers. For
no other roofing is proof
against all the elements

or nearly so long-lived — or so economical.

which metal shingle?

There are several makes of metal shingles

Any one is

better than wood, slate, or ready
roofing of any kind. Any one
of them will outlast these roof-
ing materials and give far better
service. But—as with all things
man makes—there is one better

We make it.

why Preston surpasses

Preston Safe Lock Shingles will
give you better roof-service,
bigger value for your money,
and completer satisfaction for

One is that these

are the ONLY metal shingles
so made that they pass the harsh (almost
unreasonable) tests the British Government

Metal Shingle @@ Siding
Company, Limited

Olive st, Factory

PRESTON, ONTARIO, and
MONTREAL, QUE.
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to choose from.
than the rest.
The principle of this side-
Iockpr:mkepa a big difference
in roofinz. May we tell
rr'— you about it by mail.
two reasons.
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exacts of galvanized
sheet metal that it buys.
One detail of these tests
requires a coating of
989 pure zinc.

without cracking
‘ing a particle.
metal must

signs of corrosion.
PRESTON SHINGLES,

of them all, can pass
these tests.

yet the cost is
the same

You pay about the
same price for the or-
dinary metal shingle as
for ours. And it is a.
little price, considering
the roof-service they
give. But you, natur-

‘}—" ally, would prefer to get

most - for - your- money —
as we all do.

Therefore, you

should, before you roof at all,
learn about all the other metal &
shingles —and about ours. The At

book that will inform you e

is ready to mail to you. A
Just a post card from you & 7

will bring it. 12

Another, that
the metal stand bending double
the galvaniz-

A third, that the
stand FOUR dip-
pings into acid without showing
There are
still other tests and ONLY the

The Preston top - lock —
where the big strain
comes on a metal
shingle — is worth
knowing about. Ask.
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