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The Long Cucumber in the Cold Greenhouse
W. H. Edwards, lbroclcville, Ontario

FOR yars past 1 have ben growingthe long curtiumber ini a cold green-
honse after thxe geranitnis and

other bcdding plants have been cleared
ouat. The plants are flot grown ior comn-
miercial purposes but to supply the home
fable. l'le mctlîod of growing, liowevccr,
niay bc interesting to the commercial
grower as wvcll.

l'lie modus operandi i. one of the most
simple character. The house used wvas
crccted to give room for spring stock,
sales of which generally commence about
the first or second weck in May, so that
some room is obtained on the benclies
by, Say, May 24th. The secd is sown
the third wveek in April in a cool house
(lowvest night temperature forty-fivc de-
grecs) in ordinary berry boxes, four or
five seeds in a box, filcd wvith a material
cornposed of about two-thirds of decaycd
manure (the bottom of last season's hxot
bcd preferred) and one-third of ordinary
garden soil. The boxes are thoroughly
wvatered, covered with glass to prevent
evaporation, and kept dark till the first
break is apparent. The boxes are uncov-
cred, placed on a shelf close to the glass,
kcept nioderatcly wet and sprayed regu-
larly on bright days.

By the second wvcck in Nfay the plants.
ought to have the rouglx Ieaf wclIl de-
velcpcd. The boxes are gone over and
aIl cxcepting thxe strongest plant in cadi
pulled tmp, and the boxes rcplaced as
close to the glass as possible to, await
convenience for setting out. It slxould
be rcmcmbered that the glass has re-
ceived thxe usual summer clouding and
the house in wvhichi the plants are grown
is kept lightly shaded aIl the tinie the
plants occupy it.

The hilîs are prepared in the follow-
ing mnanner. Four picces of rough board
(anything wvill do that wvill hold a nail),
thr-e feet long, ten inches wvide, are nail-
cd together, makzing a bottomnless box.
This is set four feet apart on the cmpty
spaces on the bcnchi, on the east or north
side of the house. A little material, sinxi-
lar to tlîat uscd in the seed boxes, is
placcd on thxe bench and thrce of the
boxes (now containing one plant each)
are placed close together, and more of
the mnater:.al is added so -s to quite bury
the three boxes, and watered.

Inx about a week, the fine roots wvill
showv through the soil and then a good
liberal shovelful of the same kind is
nddcd, and this repcated about every ten
days throughout the growing season, or
an aIl about a wvheelbarrowful. This soi!
after the cucumbers are over wvill be Very
useful for varions purposes.

Aftcr thc plants have comxmence(] to,
grow, a strong wvire is puslxed into the
soi! and fastencd to the sash bar, one
'vire ta ench plant. The plant is trained
up this til! it reaches the glass, say,

tlxace feet froni thxe benchi, .and is tîxea
stoppcd by nipping. Ini a fkw days thxe
planits wvill scnd out strong lateral shoots.
Tmie best of these are selectecd and carried
up to the w~ires suspende(] from the roof,
and kzept rcgularly tied wvith rafla but
not tiglxtly; but no mure pinLlxing is
doanc. Tuei plants are watcred daily
(miake sure the wvatcr reaches the bottom
of thxe hl!) and sprayed twice daily in
brighit wveatlier getting well unider thec
leaves. The squash bu- is thxe omxlv tlxing
tîxat I have known to injure thxe plants,
~and fIxat oaxly in its early stages. The
plants generally commence to bear in
about five wveek.- fromn thxe t nie of plant-
iaag, anxd continue to (Io so uintil faîl.

'l'lie kimxd gro%%ax is a cross betweer,
the commnon Long (Green Aiiierirali varie-
1ty anxd Rollinson's Terpxre-crossed
~ith Lion f-louse, a vcry fine E nglish var-

aetv. Last year som-e of thxe fruits ineas-
<'rec tw Neltv-Six inchxes ina leaigi lxUord
al solid, of fune flat o-, frev fron :Ilall
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bitterncss, almost scedless, and wvill keep
a longr timne after being cut. The plants
require no fertilization cxcept thxe nat-
ura!.

Other kinds tîxat 1 have been succcss-
f ul wvith are Tender and Truc, Telegraph,
Illue Gown, Cardiff Castle aaxd Lion
House. From the time the plants are
planted ont on thxe benches, thcy have no
artificial heat Lut ill thc ventilation pos-
sible, avoiding strotig draughits.

Forcing Green Onions
Wan. ler, Berlian, Ont.

The old method of forcing btalb ornons
for bunching is a vcry txnccx'tain 'way,
and docs flot pi-ove at ail profitable con-
pared with thîe ncev nîcthod. Plant viax-
ter onions o- Egyptian tree onions in fIxe
sprinrg or, better still, irmcdintely alter
ripenimîg iii August, in drills one foot
apart ian wvel preparcd soi!. Make flie
dril! witx a niarker or otîxer ceziveniemif
tool. 1 use a liand cultivator putting thxe
riglit and lcft plowvs close together to,

open the drill and rcversing them to
cover the on.ons. Drop the ornons an
incli or twvo upart just a% you \VotId
beans or corr and coer an inclx or two
deep. Cultihatc as other ornons dtaring
the surmmner.

llefore frczing Nveather dig wvhat i
%vante(] and store iii a trench or other
convenient place. Cover stalliciently to
kccl out se'crc frost. T(, force, plant
as closelv together as the% wvill sta'id on
thxe ljcncl, and in thrcc or four weeks
they wvill be fit to, bunclx. To have a suc-
cession, plant every twvo wveeks durrng
the wvinter. 1 have tried this rnetlxod
with good results and would recornnîend
at to any person that forces onions.

Fertilizers for Vegetables
At a mieetinig of thxe Toronto branchi of

theŽ Ontario \'cgetablle G;rowers' Assc-
v'iation, held in \Iarcx, the address on
fertiliz'ers as related to vegetable grow-
ing, deliv'ered by Proressor Ganmblc, wvas
Very intresting. In it, lie pointcd out
the '.alue of thxe different fertilizers to, the
different kinds of soil, and dealt strong-
1%. witlî the use of barnyard mianure.
'l3ar,îvard nianure,'' said the speake:r,

"«is the' best general fertilizer kon
It niales organic niatter for thxe soul and
iniproves its niechanical condition. l3 -arn-
var<l nantire contains aIl the e'enients
necessarv to enricx the soi]. In a ton of
manure there arc froni 10 to 15 pouncîs
of nitrogen ; 5 to 9 pounds; of phiosphioriec
acici, and ien to 18 potinds of potashi."
Thxe speaker .. id that land used for v'cge-
table growing required more fertilizing
tliar. tîxat usc(l for raisin- grain. In this
conaiection, lie pointed out that ini one
y'ear, a yield of 3o bushels of wvheat pur
acre '%vouid tak,ý fromn the soi! 34 pouinds
of nitrogen, 14.2 pounds of phosphorir
acid, and 9.3 potinds of potash. A yicld
Of '5 to 30 tons of cabbage per acre, on
the other hartd, -%vould take from the soil
in one year, 100 to 200 pouaxds of nitro-
gen, 35 to 7.ý pouinds of phosphoric acid,
and 135 to 2-7o potin(s of potash. A
crop of potaloes, of f rorm zoo to 200
bushels pur acre, would takce froni the
soi! 10o !/ to 33 potinds of nitrogen; 10 to
2o pounds of phosphorie acid, and 3 1 to
6~2 pounids of potash. A crop of toma-
tocs, 5 to 10 tons per acre, takes from
16 t0 32 pounds of rnitrogen, 1o to 20
pounds of phosphoric acid, and 27 tO 54
pounds of potash. This showvs the necd
of fertilizcrs. The speaker pointeci out
that the nitrogen in harnyard mantire is
flot as available as thnt in sorne of thc
so-callcd chemical fcrtilizers. Tt is slow-
er ini ifs action, because the nitrogen in
farmi yard mnanuire niust unclergo certain
rhanges before it becomes solublc. These
changes take place more rapidly ini a
wvarni soil, an 4, as a result, the carly
crop takcen from the land thxe year fthc
manuire as applied wvill not be as large
as alate ci-op, (e. g., carly aoc! late cab..
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