
HORTICULTURAL COLLEGE AND STATION WANTED

T H'1-E fruit groweur> of the Niagara (lis-Itrict -]ave petitioned tie ( )ntario De-
*1 artîncit of Agriculture -tu establish a liorti-
,cultural college and fruit ex-perinit station
ior thieir benlefit. Oneî of tlit: strongc--st
qll)ta.tioins of frui-t growers that lias e ver
w aitcd on the Departient of Agriculture
intiervicwcd H-on. INelsoii MNIonteithl, Mn1lis-
ter of Agriculture. April 19, aîîd laid their
daimis before Iimii. I-on. -1. S. I-Ind rie
a1sîsted M\lr. .vi onteithl inmeeting the (lepu-
tationl.

'Tle fruit growcrs of the soutliern 1riit
heit of Ontario have long dcsircd Ito liave a
fruit experinient station and horticultural
colIec, and reccntly -they dccided to bring
the miatter to a hiend by la>ving a deputation

miîto the Departmient of Agriculture. The
depuitation, wLUChi was introduced by Dr.
. cssop.ý ALfL.A, of St. Cutliarines. contaiiie(
main- of the fiost pronhîniicit fruit growcrs
of the Niagara district and inclu(led repre-
sentatives of -the Flaniiiltoii and St. Catha-
rilles city couincîls, and -boards of trade, as
'ucîll as representatives fromi tlic municipal
councils in fthe couinties interested.

'I'o shoiw youl ihoi thoroughly iiniani-
MiOUS is the desire of tlîe residents of thie
Niagara district that a, hlorticultural college
anid fruit experinient stzbtion sliould be es-
tahlislied for thieir 'beniefit," said Mr. E. 1).
S-.iith, ex-MN. P., of Winona, to Hon. Mr.
Monîicitlî, " I mighit state that ail the muni-
cipalities in the Niagara district have passed
resniutions -aplproviii<, of thie goverunient es-
Italkliing- such a college a.nd station. There
are five experinienit stations iii the Dominion,

but~~~~ noel HeNaaa district, wvhichi is
thie nîost imiportant fruit section in Canada.
A\t thie stations already c\isting aIp1ces are

aîîst tlhe oniv variety of fruit that caxi be
teý1vcd to general adatg. What w.c
ncil ini the Niagara district is a station
-tvliîci wvill conduct cxperimieuts iii tlw' pro-
iiuciîlon nio the varicties of fruit we grow and

Concerîîing %whîch we arc unmable to obtain
rcliale iniformation at the experimient sta-
-tionls wlîîchi nuw e.xist. I n he past our
pricipal muarkets have -beeîî large cities tiot
far distant froîn the Niag.ara district, to
whilîih \e coul1(l sh;pil our fruit without dan-
gtf'r <)f i-ts beiîîg d'fg. ic supply of
fruit is inresig li imans thiat we
imust extend our markets.

'fhiere lias been a great growth ini the
tra(le witl the Mlaritimeè Provinces, and the
trade withî the Nor-thwNest is rapidly develop-
ing. XVhilc -we have beeîî able to land our
fruit on flie local mîarkets ini good condition
\we find it is impossible to ship it to thie dis-
tant markets ulthouigl several varieties
stand the shipiîient better than ours. Cali-
fornia fruit gro\vers are able to ship thieir
fruit to ail parts of the wvorld and w~e should
he able ho do likewise. Wc need a fruit
experinient station -lihwill experinient in
-the production of v'arieties of fruit that wvil
stand loncy sbipmnlt. so that wve caîi be as-
sisted in 1roduciflg varieties tliat we cai,
shiip to distant markcets. Wc have ilot oîîe
really g.o(d pear or grape. M'hile somne
varielies are good shippers tliey, eachi have
sonie serions defects, suchi as poor taste, or
!suscep)tib)ilty to disease. There are one or
4w\o good varieties of peaches and plunis,
buit thîcre is great roomi for improvenient
there also.

" If such, an experimient station as 've dt-
sire (lcvelops one good peair t-lie revenue that
will be derivcd from it by the fruit growvers
of the Niagi<ara-, district %vould inore than
ineet 11l the ex\-penise of the station. MJc do
iiot %v'alt any 1o cent fruit experiniental
farni. .1 cannot too strongly impress upon
v-ou hc enornîous value ho the fruit grow-
,ers of findingr varieties that svill rneet tlie re-
quircmnîts of the n1ret believe thc Do-
muinion governnient should buy and equip
'Hic farmi bt if it (loes not take the itter
iii thiere is a grand ol)portuiity for Ulic On-


