An Essay on Punctuation,

words *though it i, in the fitth
line of this paragraph. 8o, too, in
the first line of X1V., the parentheti-
cal expression, “ either alone or com-
bined with other stops,” is sct off bv
commas ; but, in the third and fourt,
lines of VI., the same cxpression is
written without the first comma, be-
cause by the omission the expression
is made to qualify “dashes” only. In
the clanse, “aflter a brief but most dis-
astrous reige ” (I1. 4), the words ¢ but
most disasttous "’ are parenthetical ;
but marks of parenthesis can well be
spared, the clause is so brief.

vit.
ELLIPTICAL SENTENCES.

A comma is often required to indi-
cate an ellipsis, (@) ; but the comma,
if not nceded to make the sense clear,
may be dispensed with (4). Where
the ellipsis is of the expressions that £,
namely, and the like, & pointis always
tequired : in s7me cases o comma is
to be preferred (¢), in others a comma
and dash (&), in others a colon (¢).

(@) Admiesion, semenfy-five cents.

(a) He was born at theold komestead, May
2. 7833. He always lived in Newpor £, Rhode
Island, United Stales of Amerlca.

{(a) Its political maxims are invaluable;
its exhortations to love of country and to bro-
therly affection among citizens, toucking.

(2) With a united governinent, well ad-
ministered, he saw that we had nothing to
fear; and withauat #¢, nothing to hope.

{#) On the best lines of communication
the ruts were deep, the descents precipitous,
and the sy osten such as it was hardly pos-
sible to distinguish, in thedark, from the un-
enclosed heath and fen which lay on both
sides. ‘ ' ]

(8) Hancock served the cause with his lib-
beral opulence, Adams wwith his incorruptible
poverty. : .

(¢)- This saene admits of but one additon,
that we are misgoverned.
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() This deplorable seene admits of hut
one addition,~~that we are governed by coun-
cils from which a reaconable man can expect
no remedy but poison, no relicf but death,

(¢} Onc thing is sure: tac hill will not
pass.

In both the examples under (5), the
insertion of commas between the itali-
cized words would, on account of the
proximity of other commas, create ob-
scurity and offend the eye; in the
third and fourth examples under (a),
this objection does not hold.

viit.
DEPENDENT CLAUSES,

A comma is used between two
clauses, one of which depends on the
other (). If, however, the clauses are
intimately coanccted in both sense
and construction, the comma is often
omitted (5).

(3) Though herself n model of personal
beauty, she was not the goddess of beauty.

(s) Had a conflict once degurs, the rage of
their persaeutors would have redoubled.

(#) If our will be ready, our powerg ate
not deficient. :

(a) As soon as his declaration was Anoton,
the whole nation was wild with delight.

(@) While Francé was wasted by 1oar, the
English pleaded, traded, and studied in se-
carity.

(4} The Board may hardly be remindad
¢hat the power of expending any portion of
the principal of our fund expired at the vnd
of two years.

(8) And loved ker as he loved the light of
heaven.

(4) We wished to associnte with the scean
nentil it lost the pond-like look whicl it wears
to a countryman, '

(£): You may go 7f you will.

(8) 1 doubt whether he saw the true limits
of taste. '

(&) Then Shakespeare is o genins because
he can be translated into German, and not 4
Qgenius because he cannot be translated into
French. ’ )



