
A4 E.Ssay on Puntuation.

words " thoucgh it is," iii the fifth
line of this parcgraph. So, too, in
the first line of XIV., the parenthcti-
cal expression, "cither alonc or rom-
bincd with other stops," is set off b
commas ; but, in the third and fourt,
lincs of VI., the same expression is
written without the first comna, be-
cause by the omission the expression
is made to <iualify "dashes" only. In
the clause, "after a brief but most dis-
astrous reigr " (II. b), the words " but
most disastrous " arc parenthetical ;
but marks of parcnthesis can well be
sparcd, the clause is so >rief.

VII.

ELIAPTICAL SENTENCES.

A comma is often requircd to indi-
eate an ellipsis, (a) ; but the comma,
if nîot nceded to make the sense clear,
may bc dispensed with (b). Whcre
the ellipsis is of the cxpressions t/at ù,
namc/y, and the like, a point is always
icquired : in s-me cases a comma is
to be preferred (c), in others a comma
and dash (d), in others a colon (c).

(a) Admnission, t.»·nt-ße centr.

(a) lHe vas born at t hc o ld hnestead, Afay
7, rS33. He alway. lived in Newfo>t, A'Aode
IslZtd, Uni/ed States of Aierica.

(a) Its political naxims are invahtable
its exhortations to love of country and to bro-
therly affection among citi:ens, toucing.

(a) With a united governmnent, wcll ad-
ministered, he saw that we had nothing to
fear ; and withiut it, nioingb:, to hope.

(b) On the best lines of communication
the ruts were deep, the descents precipitous,
and the way oten such as it was hardly pos-
sible to dilinguish, in thedark, from the un-
enclosed heath and fen which lay on both
sides.

(é) Hancock served the cause with his lib-
beral. opulence, Adams idt( hip incorruptible
poverty.

(c) This sceneadmits of but one addition,
ibat wC are misgoverncd.

(d) This lrplornble serne admitu oif but
one addition,-th7t we are oecrnrd by rotin-
cils fromr which a rraonalr man can expcct
no remedy but poison, nu relirf but death.

(C) One thing is sure: the bill wit tnot
pass.

In both the examples under (b), the
insertion ofcommas bctween the itali-
cized words would, on acrounît of the
proximity of other contas, create ob.
scurity and offend the cye ; in the
third and fourth examples under (a),
this objection does not hold.

viti.
DrE'EN)ENT CAUSES.

A comma is uscd between two
clauses, one of which depends on the
other (a). If, however, the dauses are
intimately connected in both sense
and construction, the comma is often
omitted (b).

(a) Though herself a modcel of personal
beauty, she %vas not the gtxice. of heauty.

(a) lad a conflict once &rgun, thc rage of
thteir pcrsecutors; would have redoubled.

(a) If ounr vill be readr, our powers te
not deficient.

(a) As soon as his declaratin wns known,
the whole nation Was wild with dcelight.

(a) While Franc was'wasted biy war, the
English pleaded, tradcd, and studied in se.
enrity.

(b) The Board may hardly be remindd
lthat the power of expending any portion of

the principal ni our fund expired at the end
of two years.

(b) And loved her ai he lnvel the light of
heaven.

(b) Ve wished ta associate with the ocean
unil it lost the pond-hke look whichl it wears
ta A. countryman.

(b)! Vou maygo if you will.
(b) I doubi whether he saw the true litnilts

of taste.
(b) Then Shakespeare is a genius because

he can be translated into German, and not à
genius because he cannot be translated into
Frenchý


