
AGRICULTURIST, AND JOURNAL

tors, who are appointed to superintend and give instructions to the different persons in
charge of farms. Spanish Merino Rams have been sold in Hungary for £1,000 and
upwards.

The French Government have expended large sums of money at different times in
importing Sheep from Spain and other countries, to improve their flocks, hence the
superiority of the French Merinos at the present time; these facts are mentioned to
show that great importance is attached to the breeding and keoping of Sheep, almost
in every country of the civilized world.

When Sheep are kept in such large numbers as I have spoken of, it is for the sake
of the wool, not the mutton; the mutton is a secondary consideration, in fact, a matter
of little importance ; they are pastured on land that cost the owners but little or nothing,
the greatest expense being the paying of shepherds to take charge of them.

Sheep are kept in pretty large numbers in some parts of England and Scotland;
these take what we nay term a middle stand, the wool and mutton both being very
valuable. The Sheep are bred and pastured on land commonly known as Moor Lands,
or Gorse Commons, or Heather ; those lands are almost worthless but for the pasturing
of Sheep; these are kept by the breeders until they are two or three years old, when
they are sold to farmers and graziers who live in more favored localities, fatten on the
rich pastures or turnips, and sold to the butcher and ro to feed the million. We then
come to another description of Sheep, viz., the Long Wools; these are generally bred
and fattened by the same individual, never changing hands until sold to the butcher.
These Sheep form the minority, but I ±hink it is by far the most interesting part of
Sheep farming.

We could dispose of any quantity of that breed of Sheep. There is always a good
demnand for Wool at prices whieh may be considered remnnerative: taking the average
of the last few years, it will be found to be about 25 tents per lb., for coarse Wool. I
have always found that the cash realized from the sale of Wool comes in quite oppor-
tunely, being at a time of the year when the Canadian farmer has very little else to
dispose of. As to the class of Sbeep best adapted to our country, I suppose there is a
variety of opinion. Of the English breeds, we have the Leicesters the Teeswater,
Lineolns, Cheviots, and Southdowns, French and Spanish Merinos, and Isuppose some
others of the fine wool breeds. AU these different kinds have their admirers and advo-
cates. We have some of the old stock, the Canadien, but this class is getting small,
most of the sheep throughout the country being crossed with one or other of the im
ported breeds.

We now come to a very important part of our subject, viz., the cross breeding
Sheep'.

There are but few, comparatively speaking, of our Canadian farmers, who poss
the menus-to import stock from England or other plnces where the pure breed eau b
obtained, and there is a less nnmber still who have the disposition to do so, this bein)
-atended with great expense and risk of capital. But thierois a great number of
era who wish to improve their stoek of Sheep by purehasing those animals which haç
been bred from Imported Stock. While it is beyond the menus of some individuals t,
import, it is within the means of themajority of farmers tu purchase tihose whieh ha2
been bred from imported stock, especially male animals.

If an individual farmer thiaks ho cannotufford to pay 20 30, or 40, ormore-doiIZr
iforn Tup.Sheep, ie could join one or more of his neighbors to <oiso,. as one
wouTd'serve ftbrm fifty to one hundred-oes.

Muchihas bean:spoken and written about crosinugrinowwith Laicesters, the afii
with Heriuos, Southdowns andn Meisd a variety of erozses, but I confessatbat
-havenosfaith i-it. -A vey useful claasofSheepa obehtained, byn-rossing a Ca
dian.Ewe with:either a Leicester, Cotswold or Téesrnr Ram. The-produe-of-l f
tross will te a, god plump carcase, iritha fleeca weighing-fiveror:si:pounds of c1
washed wool. I wish here to correct what I consider a prevailingerror; tthatihe-si
cesrisîlthe best. It's true, the changenma.y -be -more upparent, but no certaia-dogi

:of excellence can be obtaied, unless the fomale- .iequally -wel bred with Thenrd
This, however, la impossible to be obtained under present.citemstances. We must,
deavoùr by erossing and selecting, to improve our bred of Sheep, and this we
necomplishby careand attention. Our motto should be I Excelsior," stili higher.
the -end of every two years a Tup should he intreduced into the Stock fromnnot!
'family of Sheep, so that there be no in and in breeding, audithat shouldbe a bet
one tha you had for the past two year if it can be got.
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