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eastern colonies were on the verge of revolu-
tion, the west was in the throes of an Indian
war. When Lord Dunmore learned that the
Shawnees had declared war, he at once pro-
ceeded to raise in Virginia an army ofi fteen
hundred men; and he instructed General
Andrew Lewis to go to Kentucky and recruit
among the borderers there an army of the
same numerical strength, and march to the
mouth of the Great Kanawha, where the two
armies would meet. Meanwhile Dunmore
advanced to Fort Pitt; but here he changed
his plan, marched to the Scioto, and en-
trenched his force not far from the Indian town
of Old Chillicothe.1

The 9th of October found Lewis with his
troops encamped at Point Pleasant, where the
Great Kanawha pours its waters into the Oh 'io,
when a messenger arrived with new orders
directing him to cross the Ohio and join Dun-
more on the Scioto for an advance against
the Indian towns to the north. Next morn-
ing the camp was astir at daybreak, and the
soldiers were busily preparing for their in-
tended march, when a scout returned with
news that, about a mile away, a large body
of Inclians lay in ambush.

1On Paint Creefr, near the present city cf Chillicothe, Ohio.


