
^CARTI^.

w .

lioadi wcro protruded, and innumerable tongues kept
up it low buuing, which he well knew originated in the

Curluiltv identified with his recent accident. As fast as

\w rpucficd one fluur, the occupants of that below issued

fVom their holds like so many rabbits from their war-

I rt*lii, and trusting their voices to a higher key, confer-

red among themselves, and indulged in their several

witticisms on the occasion. Finally, the marquis, aAer
ttiCtriidliig four more flights of stairs, the uppermost of
which was as rough as a butcher's block, and certainly

not half BO clean, and afler submitting himself to the

ordeal of encountering the same greeting on each floor,

Ittcceodtd in gaining the seventh heaven, or, what is

nearly as hlghtn^ some of the old buildings in Paris,

t))« l«V«tith story, or grtmier^ of this enormous struc-

ture.

Here, however, he was once more at a loss. There
were no less than six doors leading to six apartments,

whifh, Judging from their proximity to each other,

could not exceed ten feet in length, by as many in

breadthi To determine in his choice was almost ini->

praeticnble, for he fancied that they all bore the same
I'onfoundlng marks ofpoverty and wretchedness. Three
of the number, and these, if a choice could be made,
were rather superior to the others, bore cards in lieu of

1)latei(, and De Forsac approached to examine them.

)n th@ first he saw, " M. Charles Courtois, poete et ecri-

Vtlttt publk^''^ The marquis had n(^ing to do with

poetii He approached the second, and read, " Monsieur

rr^eourt, ttncien militairey This was evidently not

what he sought, and he hastened to the last of the three

dittinguh of the grenier, and with some difficulty deci-

))herel, ''Mademoiselle Pauline, j^vrante dVAmhigu
CmUqUit^^ The idea of a figurante was enough to set

the brain ofDe Forsac at work. *' Is she young r^is
ihe pretty f^s she at home f" were all the thoughts

of an Initant, and he resolved to ascertain the fact.

Juit) however, as he was about to knock, it occurred to

him that ftoin the proximity of Monsieur Precourt, an-
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