1767, Anno Septimo Regis GEorgrr HI. Cap. 11.

CAP IL

An ACT for Partition of Lands in Coparcenary,
Jointenancy, and Tenancy in Common, and there-
by for the more effectual collecting Fis Majefty’s Quit
Rents in the Colony of Novz Scotic. |

KKK HEREAS for the more [pecdy Sctiiment of the Province,
§ 1 2% it became neceflary to erect TownZips tn divers Parts of the
oK Same, and for inducing Perfirs to remove into the Province
and become Settlers and Iibabitants of the fuid Townfhips, it
was_found requifite by Grantsto the feveral Petitioners toconvey, previous
to their Arrival in the Province, certain Shares or Rizhts in the re-
Spective Townfbips, and inafmuch as the [aid Rights could not, without
greatly retarding the Progrefs of the Settlerents, be furveyed and fot
out to each refpective Grantee by Metes and Bounds in Severalty, it was
gudged expedient to convey the Lands in the faid Tewnfhips to the Fer-
Jons named in the refpeltive Patents as Fointenants or Tenants in Com-
mon.  And Whereas many of the Grantees have never arrived, or by
themfclves or others taken any aftual Poffeffion of their Shares in the
Jaid Townfhips, and yet by the Terms and Periods in the faid Patents
they are intitled and will long remain intitled to the faid Shares, by Rea-
Son whereof numerous Inbabitants in the refpeftive Townfhips baving un-
divided Parts are greatly opprefled and prejudiced, awho on account of
Juch Abfentees cannot proceed to divide their Rights by private Deeds

of Partition, nor can any Summons be legally ferved as againf? fich Ab- -

Sentees upor: Writs of Partition, and for want of dividing the faid Lands,
-a confiderable Part thereof is wafled and defiroyed by frequent Trefpafis
- and otherwife, or lie umcultivated and unmanured, fo that the Profits of
the fame are totally or in a great Meafure loff, tothe Injury of His Ma-
Jefty's Rights in the Quit Rents refpeltively referved, as tothe Means of
levying the fame, and tending to the Vexation of th: Inbabitcits, by be-
ing liable to Suits for an Account of Profits demandalle by one Tenant in
‘Common againfp _another, For Remedy whereof, Be it Enaffed by
the Lieutenant Governor, the Council, and Affembly, That upon the
Petition of any one or more of the Inhabitants in each Town-
thip, to the Supream Court, praying a Divifion of the Lands to
the Proprietors in Severalty, according to their Shares and
Rights, it thall and may be lawful for the faid Court to award
‘a Writ of Partition in the ufual Form (2, to the Provoft Mar-
‘fhal, to be executed by him or his Deputy, in the Prefence of two
Juftices of the Peace, in Manner following, That is to fay, that
in’ affigning the Shares in Severalty, in virtue of the faid Writ of
Partition, the Lands aually occupied and improved thall be fet
off and afligned to all fuch Proprietors refpeively, who have fo
occupied and improved the fame; and that in affigning the Rights
#to Lands unimproved, after Divifion thereof into Shares according
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