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Owing to Monday, August 10, being a
public holiday in° Winnipeg it was necessary
to go to press with The Guide on Saturday,
August 8, which explains why late news and
market reports are not given.

CANADA IS AT WAR

FFor the first time in the memory of living
(‘anadians our country is now at war and our
eitizens are being called upon to bear armus
in defence of our shores and in upholding
British arms in Europe.  When war is in
progress and the nation’s resources are heing
taxed to the utmost the scason for peace and
When
Germany declared war against Britain then
Canada automatically became a party to that
war and is regarded by Germany as proper
territory for invasion and destruction.  Re
cardless of opinions as to_the status of Can
ada the die is cast and Canada is at war, and
must fieht in the defence of her homes and
her institutions. Jritain has  heen
forced into this war with Germany. = It was
necessary either for Dritain to ficht or fo
admit to the world that her guarantee of the
neutrality of Belgium was but a fair weath
Germany’s original quarrel was

disarmament discussion has passed

Great

er promise.
with Russia, and but for the arrogant and
insolent attitude of the German war lords
towards I'rance the war might have been
confined to a strugele between the Teutons
and Slavs.  Germany, however, in the pride
of her might violated her treatysobligations
and sent her armies into Luxemburg, whose
neutrality she  had  solemnly - guaranteed.
Next she sent her armies across the French
horder without declaring lier intentions and,
knowing the attitude of the German war
lords, France had no alternative but fight.
I3ritain had given solemn obligations 1o pro
tect Belgium and Luxemburg, and to pre
serve their integrity, and when Germany
flagrantly violated these treaty obligations
and refused to withdraw her troops from
neutral territory on Britain’s demand, Bri-
tain could only back down or fight. Germany
readily promised that when the war was
over she would make no attempt to annex
any of these smaller nations on her borders
sut when Germany could violate her solemn
treaties respecting the neatrality of Belgium
and Luxemburg her word is useless and
could no longer be taken Therefore, to
maintain her honor Great Britain was forced
into the fight and once in she must now
fiecht to defend her shores against German
invasion. When the war is over it will be
seen that Germany took no hasty action hut
was deliberately preparing her plans tor
some time, tho she may not have intended
to array acainst herself the might of FEurope.
Ior xu.mt- vears past Britain and Germany
have been piling armament: upon armament
in a ruinous race for supremacy. Both have
declared that their preparations were for
peace entirely, but now they are at war
and the supremacy of the seas will very
shortly be decided.  The German navy must
bhe defeated by the dllies and, for the
and peace of Europe, the German Fmperor

safety
must be deprived of every warship he rnow
possesses. - The fight will be one to the finish
The cost will be stupendous, but there 18 now
no alternative, Canada must bear her full
share 1n the cost of the _;],"“,",’J" and tlie
people will be behind Parliament when it
meets on the 158th in g

war appropriation. Nothifng must be lef
undone which will in dany way add to the cep-
tainty of the British vietory and the down
fall of Germany. There 18 no place in the

voting A Very generous

present erisis for noisy protestations of loy
alty nor for any blubbering about the **dear
old motherland It is no time for jingoistic
performances nor for the bhombastic utfer-
ancees of many of our titled I'mperialists. It
is merely the time for Canadians to aet like
men and to join with Great Britain in the
face of a common danger, and to fight a
conmmmon foe.  The Canadians who make no
loud protestations of their lovalty and spend
very lttle of their time “saving the Empire”’
will fieht just as valiantly and will pay their
portion just as willingly as those whose pre
paraions arce more audible,  Let useall be
Canadians together, without differences of
opinion until we have joined with Britain
and driven the foe to utter defeat, and onée
more secured for the world the blessines of
British justice and British democracy.

CAUSE OF WAR ECONOMIC

One of the chief underlying causes which
undoubtedly led Germany and Russia to
cmbark uapon the present war. with very
slight provocation was the economie condi
tion prevailing among their own people. In
Germany the wai lords have been in the
ascondant and ghe military elass have domin
ated for many years, while the civilians, the

crceat mass of the people, have been taxed:

almost to the limit- of endurance for the
creation of a vast army and navy to be used
for the acgrandizenient of the Emperor and
the ruling elass. The steady growth of the
Socialist movement in Germmany  has indi
ciated that even among the Germans them
selves  there were grave suspicions of the
peaceable  designs of the Emperor.  The
German Government is very largely auto
cratic, vast powers being held by the Km
peror, and it was only to he expected that,
vith 1he wonderful advance in education
thruout Germany democracy ®ould foree
its way to the front. A great war, in which
the entire resources of the Fatherland -will
he taxed to the utmost will, of course, unite
all the people of Germany for the protection
of their homes, and in the event of Ger
many’s trinmph would undoubtedly leave
the militarists  predominant  in German
affairs for many years to come.- If the out
come of the war s, however, disastrous to the
German forees it will probably he very
advantageous 1o the cause of  German
democracy.

In Russia there has been much murmuring
on the part of the peasants for some years
past, and the Czar and his court have realized
that absolute power can only be retained
in their own hands for a comparatively short
numberof yearsto come. As with Germany,
so with Russia. A war such as the present
one will unite the Russian people, and if
the result is vietory for Russia it will mean
very Yargely a personal triumph for the Czar
and his court, and will enable them to retain
absolute power for many years to come.  For
this reagon the outcome of the war is not
very promising from the standpoint of the
Russian peasants.

WHY 1913 WIWAT%WAS CHEAP
In the report of the Board of Grain Com
missioners for Canada, just published, there
are some yery umportant. references to the
marketing of the 1913 wheat crop, and the
result to the In speaking of the
moving of the crop, the report reads as

Yoliows ;

farmer,

ic conditions during the harvest

time of 1013 were good, and the grain ripencd

rly This, of courge, favored u rapid han
ditng of the crop. In addition 1o thig, every
Lody concerned in the handling of western grain
18 well prepared. The different railway com

vanies had marshalled their cars, locomotives
I

and stafls, with an adequacy suggestive of the
most scientific of war offices. The terminal
elevators were ready and had satficient capac
ity. The Goyvernment oinces and staffs en
gaged in the handling of grain had  been
cenlarged; and the various commercial agencies
were all ready and eager,

The result was unprecedented in the han
dling of grain.  During the months of Sep
tember, October and November, 116,385 ears
were handled in Winnipdg alone, an average
of B3.7 cars per hour, seven days a week and
twenty-four hours a day, for three months.

It s difficdlt to appreciate the magni
tude of this work, and it is still more difficult
to appreciate it when consideration is given to
the fdet that complaints abeut car shortage,
car distribution and congestion were fewer this
season than they ever were hefore, It ig quite

true that the rushing of this ¢enormous quantity
of grain into the market in such a short time
was hound to have a depressing effect on the
price.  This-is the other side of the picture,

It was magnificent railtonding, but it was bad

grain trading.’’

The figures given in the above extraet,
indicate the splendid work done generally by
our railways in handling the wheat as it was
offered to them, and give some idea of the
organization work necessary on the part
of the railway companies to handle such a
tremendous volume of business in such a
short time.  The sequel to this great piece
of railroad work is found in another part of
the report, and reads as follows

CThe price offered for Canadian wheat of the
crop of 1913 was very adversely affected by
the cnormous quantity pressed upon the market
during the months lllllll"‘llil'l"'\ following the
harvest An inquirer cannot help raising the
question whether Canada _has not lost heavily
by her method of selling grain, Crop estimates
of an optimistic character, the publication of
the Jarge amounts daily inspected, the adver
tising of the financial difficultios of the moment,
the method of trading, which is almost that
of public auctioning, and the concentration of
wll the energies of the country upon the rapid
marketing of the crop, are conditions that must
tend to “hear” the market, What prices would
i merchant obtain for his stock if he (1) pro
claimed that his financial position compelled
him: to sell immediately; (2) advertised that
hehad an enormous amount of it on hand; (3)
and put his stock up to public auetion?  Yet
Canada acted almost that way in regard to the
crop of 1913, i

CThe Russgian Government made provision for
enabling the Russian® grain to be held back
while the torrent from Canada poured into the
market, It a8 probable that this action tended
towards preventing a still lower price bheing
offered for Canadian grain.  Whether this was
80 or not, it would he instruetive to ascertain
how the experiment will work out in regard
to the price of Russiann wheat, A glance at
the pgrain calendar of the United Kingdom is
enough to suggest that it would he difficult for
tussin 1o find a period in which the held back
whent  would  not  find  competition in  the
Sritish markets,”’

The above words were written by Dr. Ma-
gill, chairman of the Grain Commission, who
has made a very careful personal study of
conditions affecting the Canadian  grain
frade both in Canada and the European
markets, The striking manner in which he
summed up the situation makes it elear to
cvery farmer that present conditions are
forcing him to market his wheat at less than
its real value, and naturally brings the ques-
tion, **What is the remedy?”’  In our cor-
respondence columns this week is a letter
from John Kennedy hearing vitally upon this
same question and which should receive care-
ful consideration. The problem is one which
the organized farmers must work out for
themselves, with the assistance of other in-
terests affected.  With the large volume of
grain. now going thru the hands of the
farmers” companies, it must eventually be
possible to devise some means by which the
market can be fed slowly and systematically,
in order to secure the highest possible price
for our wheat,




