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NE would like to see the prin-
ciples of peace and goodwill
more abundantly manifest in

the public life of the world than is
now apparent. Five times we cele-
brated Christmas with the horrors of
war overshadowing us, and our
thoughts were perpetually with our
fine fellows in the midst of strife.
Now for the second time we celebrate
the same great festival under nominal
peace, but we haven’t to look far to
find that underneath the surface the
fires still burn, and even the surface
itself is covered here and there with
the old malady. The leaven of malice
and wickedness still works in society,
keeping it in a ferment of turmoil
and misunderstanding. It seems to
be useless to lay the blame with this
or that people. It appears to be mad-
ness to lay all the folly at our own
door and act as though that of itself
would bring everybody else to a right
frame of mind. Human experience
does not seem to warrant us in leav-
ing our homes or our possessions un-
guarded and unprotected on the as-
sumption that our confidence will in-
duce reciprocal respect and safety.
We have no evidence of a conclusive
character to prove that a nation
throwing itself absolutely on the hon-
our of the world, will, by that act of
faith, preserve its integrity and lead
mankind in the paths of peace. “Here
is the son come, let us kill him and
the inheritance will be ours,” seems
to be the suggestion of such an act.
Yet peace and goodwill is the better
way. It is the breath of the Christ-
mas teaching, and we should never
lose sight of that far-off goal towards
which every devout disciple must di-
rect his weary footsteps.
may appear necessary for Christian
nations -to guard their hard-wen pri-
vileges and responsibilities, may we
not cast out all” enmity and hatred
from our hearts. May we not make
this, and all seasons, an occa:ion of
renewed faith in the power of God’s
spirit to turn the unruly ‘wills and
affections of men—our own included
—so that mankind may dwell on the
face of the whole earth as members
of the one family of God? Let us

begin this Christmas season with a

new outpouring of our hearts in
prayer, first of all for our own en-
lightenment and then for the enlight-
enment of the world that the way of
Christ may be made known wupon
earth, His saving health among all
nations.

The Canadian delegation at the as-
sembly of the League of Nations
now in sessions at Geneva is attract-
ing much attention to this country,
and to its own personnel. The Hon-
orable Mr. Doherty has had his op-
portunity in moving the deletion of
Article X., considered by many to be
the climax of the whole covenant.
The Honorable Mr. Rowell has stirred
the leading men of Europe by his vig-
orous advocacy of the rights of the
Assembly as opposed to the Council
of the League. Sir George Foster has
made a name for himself as a
preacher of., righteousness and a
pleader for European repentance.
The impression that these gentlemen
have left on their associates arises,
not so much out of what they have
said, as their manner of say ng it.
Diplomats of the old world are re-
puted to be experts in so expressing
themselves that it is difficult to know
just what they really mean.  If ne-
g.essity requires, their words may be
interpreted at home as conveying one
idea, while abroad they have quite a
different significance. That kind of
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" lower than the highest.

thing is not unknown in Canadian
public life, when different interests
seem to demand different treatment.
When, however, our representatives
go abroad these little considerations
are forgotten and men of the old
world havg been made to sit up, as
our statesmen poured out their con-
victions with startling clearness and
emphasis. They represent the spirit
of the new world. The men of Africa,
Australia, North and South America
will do the same thing, and it will be
a surprise to the writer if the delib-
erations of the League of Nations do
not mark a new epoch in international
conferences. It will be a wholesome
change to have diplomacy conducted
by the rules of common sense.

“Spectator” is not at all sure that
Mr. Rowell speaks the full mind of
Canada when he pleads for the
strengthening and determining influ-
ence of the Assembly of the League
of Nations. If we understand his
argument, as cabled to the press, Mr.
Rowell is applying the principles of
democracy in their fullest power to
this assembly. The League of Na-
tions consists of two sections. First,
there is the Assembly where every
member nation has its due represen-
tation. Above this Assembly stands
the Council, which has a limited mem-
bership, so organized that the Allied
nations in the recent war have the
preponderating power if they act to-
gether. This is intended to be the
dominating factor in the whole
league, and it was so constituted that
the principles for which the Allies
fought and were victorious should be
preserved in safety. Canada may
or may not be represented on this
council. Mr. Rowell’s argument seems
to be that the powers of the Assembly
should be strengthened and the power
of the council correspondingly weak-
ened. This, no doubt, is a more demo-
cratic ideal, but what does it involve?
Here is an Assembly made up of re-
presentatives from all corners of the
earth—every little republic in South
America, the Balkan States, China,
Greece, Spain, Africa and in time
Bulgaria, Turkey, Austria, Germany
and all sorts and all conditions of
people. Each state, great and small,
has its own voting power. The de-
cisions of such an Assembly would
represent the “average” ideals of this
conglomerate constituency. Its ideals
might be higher than the lowest, but
they would certainly be a long way
Apply this
to international adjustments and it is
not difficult to see that Canada’s ideals
could not find expression in such com-
pany. Democracy has not reached the
status of a divinity.. The British Em-
pire and her allies had to fight des-
perately for the preservation of her
civilization. Would that preservation
be more secure in the hands of this
amalgam of nations than in the hands
of those that saw and suffered for a
precious possession? If we stake all
on the principle of democracy mno
doubt Mr. Rowell is right. Is that
kind of democracy safe for the world?

“Spectator.”
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“Nothing is more unprofitable than
a life absorbed in making profits.”—
The Christian.

Let Thy grace accompany me all
the days of my life, that I may, by
a holy conversation, and an habitual
perforrqance of my duty, wait for
the coming of our Lord, and be ready
to enter with Thee at whatever hour
Thou shalt come.—Bishop Jeremy
Taylor.
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Selecting Communion Ware |

J

Credence Patens

A gift of communion ware meang ||
Bread Boxes "

so much to both donor and recip- ||

Patens ient that too great care cannot be'!;:
Chalives given to its selection. i
Cruets

Birks’ communion ware is made in._“'g@
our own workshops. Only tl\e
finest materials and the most |
skilful craftsmanship go into lt.
production.
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The price is moderate indeed

CHURCH OF EiVGIAND ol
DEACONESS AND MISSIONARY TRAINING HOUSE |

179 Gerrard Street East - Toronto

Thorough training afforded in all branches of Deacon o
Courses of training consist’ of Lectures in Scripture Kn?:lzggena‘::iomg:mmx
Practical Christian Work, Physical and Voice Culture. and Practical, Medical and gical g
Work under the supervision of a Resident Trained Nurse. : i o .
Apply to MISS T. A. CONNELL, Principal. Mr. W. D. THOMAS, Treasurer.

Fall Term open September 28th, 1920.
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Best Christmas Present

EVERY advertiser says his offering is “the
bgst." We say sound Life Insurance Pol- -}
icies, almost as common in homes as
food supplies, make the best presents, because
they don’t perish with the using and are not
forgo'tten. They stay with you, yearly in- 3
creasing in value,and are more fully appreciated |
by the receivers than temporary gifts—noth-
ing else affords so much peace and comfort.

A CONTINENTAL LIFE POLICY may (8
pay off that mortgage, and prevent a forced
§a]e of property, besides supporting your fam-
ily ar.ld keeping the children at school. Ifyou
live, it may be all that is left to comfortably
keep you in old age, or your dependents if you
should be called away. Shall it be an Endow-
ment on the Twenty-Pay Life Plan or a  |§]
Monthly Income Policy for whatever amount [§
you elec.t, payable in monthly instalments to  [§|
your wife and children for as long as she L
lives, after your death? Why not provide it this |
Christmas ? See our nearest Agent, or write to Head
Office for all ‘particulars, stating your age at nearest

birthday. Send for booklet, *“ Our Best Advertisers.”
CHAS. H. FULLER, GEORGE B. WOODS,

Secretary and Actuary President and Managing Direcior

e

INSURANCE COMPANY

HEAD OFFICE . = - o TORONTO, ONT.
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