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Doubt Not.

When the day of life is dreary ;

Awd when gloum thy course eashrounde—
Whow thy steps wre faint and weary, .

And thy sprrit dmk wik cloude,
Seendfast ¢1ill in thy well duing,

Let thy soul forget the past—
Beeadfast still the right jursving,

Doub pot ! joy shall come at last.

Beriving still and onward pressing,
Beek no futere years to know,

Bh( deserve the wirhed for blessing, ..
1t shall come, though it be slow;

Hever liting— upward gazing—
lat thy tears aside be cast,:

Add thy srials tempring—braving, .
Deoubt 8ot ! joy shull come at last

Kosp not thes thy rosl regretiiog,
Sesk the good—opurs evil’s tbrall,
Thoagh thy fees thy path besetiing,
Thou shialt triwmph o’er them all;
Theugh ench yeur but bring thee sadaess, .
And thy youth be Sceting fast,
Thore’ll be 1ime enough for gladness—
Deubt a0t | joy ehall come at lat.

Bie fead eye to watching o’er thee,
Hisoweng acm shall be thy gunard,
Duty’s path ie atraight before thee,
14 shall lead te thy reward,
By thine ills thy faith mude stronger,
Monld the future by the past—
Bape thou on a little longer !
Deshs ot | joy shall come a¢ Lust !

Where are they goms ¢
BY €. D. STUART.

Where are they gone, the {riends we kesow—
‘The Leautitul, the binve ¥

Bet yesterday they clizped 0r bands,
To-day they’ve in U grave !

Alas ! like flowers in summes’s prime,
We teck”il net they coolid [l

Bat wo betide ! they coul | net stand
Death'’s ficice uud frusted gale.

byo ! fowere they were—and many buds
RHow ten ler—und how rare—

Have dicoped be fure (Sesecthing storm
And gone—aye, gone ! O, where 17

To brighter clines—to [leaven we trust,
W hiere blyun has no decny ;

Where one prrpetn:| cunner reigas,
And one cternal day,

Around that Land death waits in vain,
His glase fovgrta the howe —

And though wi le blaming spreads tbe feld,
He cannot pluk u Aiaes !

CHRISTIAN MISCELLANY.

“ We need a hetter acqnnintance with the thonghts sad

remsoniugs of pure and lolty winds."'—Ur. Sharp.

X Tl S i e

Tave yoa read yoar Father's Letter ® .

.Judging by some sermons and tracts, yon
might fancy that the Bible is a severe and
aagry book, or, at the very best, it is a book
i The
Bible kas many a solemn passage, and it a-
bsunds in good advices; bat you mizs the

of good advices.  'This is a mistake.

vary best of it if you think that this is all.

the theatre, and the tea-gacden, and the ta-
veen parlour he spends all his monev, and
gets deep in debt ; and then he turns ill, and
18 taken to the hospital.  And when there
be begins to bethink him of his foolishness:
* I wish I once were well again, [ wish 1
But ’tis no use wish-
I'know that my father’s door is shut.

once were home.again.

ing.

were able to creep about, they would have
me up for debt. It would just be out of the
hospital into the jail.” And, whilst bemoan-
ing his misery, a letter comes from his father
telling him that he has heard of his wretched
plight, and reminding him of the past, and
all he had done for his wayward child; and
glancing his eve over it, the sick youth erum-
ples it up, and cramB it away under his pil-
low. And by-and-by a comrade comes in,
and among other things the invalid tells him,
“ And here is a letter of good advice just
come from my father,” —and that other
runs his eye over it, “ Good advice, did you
say ? I think you should rather have said
good news. Don’t you sce he makes you
welcome home aguin ? and in order that you
may scttle your accounts, and return' in
peace and comfort, he has appended thie
draught for twenty pounds.” Most people
read the Bible carelessly, or with a - guilty
conscience for an igterpreter, and they no-
tice in it nothing but reproofs and goed ad-
vice. They miss the main thing there.
The gospel is good news. It tells us that
God is love, and announces 1., every reader
that the door of the father’'s house is open,
and that this very night he may find & bles-
sed home in the bosom of his God. And as
we have all incurred a debt to divine jas-
tice, which, throughout eternity we never
could pay ; and as it nceds a righteousness
to reccommend us to the favour of a holy God
—in every Bible there is enclosed a draft on
the Saviour’s merits, to which the sinner has
only to sign his believing name, and the
great salvation is his own. By exhibiting
the cross of Christ, by dirccting to that pre-
cious blood which cleanses from all sin, and
by presenting a perfect righteousness, to
every awakened conscience, the Bible be-
{.nu a benefactor and ' a friend in need.
And, when rightly understood, the angclic
anthem—¢ Glory to Ged in the highest;
on earth peace; good-will toward men”—
is the cheerful but stately tune to which the
gospel gocs, and to which in heaven itsclf
they smg it.
And, reader, try to catch that tune. Pray
that God would this very night by his own
Spirit teach it to you. Feur not to believe
too soon, nor to rejoice in Clvist Jeans too
much. Let the love of God your Saviour
tide into all your soul, srd, as it makes your
feclings hinppy, so i will mako- your dispo-
sitions neve. . Pence and joy witl keep yon
from some sing, gratitude and loyalty will
keep you from the rest.  No cheerful glass
will be needed to raise your spirits then;
for a soul exulting in the great salvation
forgets its poverty, ard remembers its mi<c-
ry no more.  No sinful lust nor forbicdiden
Joy will enthral you then; for vou will hase
discovered deeper and purer pleasures. And
there will be no fear of your provling and
cursing through your daily task, or filline
with consternation your cowering fuamily :
for the peace of God will mnke you paeifie,
and seattering on cvery side kind looks anid
friendly feclings,
sunshine in the shop, o fire-light in the
howne.

No; donatsitsc sullenly. - I am a stran-
ger, but it is the truth of God T'tetl. In 2l
vour life you may never have got a costly
aift 5 but here, at last, is one.  Itis the gift
of Gol. and thercfore it is a gift unspuak-
able; but accepted as cordially as it graci-

and rich for all cternity.

o tamely to pass away.
brought you good news.

This riziit has

p!’PSC"t.

ey would not take me in.  And if once 1

Tendencles.

What is that which troubleth poo

There are certain currents of thonght in-
to which, if a people ful, it is difficult to see
where they will land. We look at individu-
al eharacter, and form our opinions of it in
the same way. If a man hold an egregious
absurdity on one subject, we takeit as an in-
dex of‘tharacter, and very naturilly expect
to find absurlitics on mary other subjects.

tures when they come to die’ but this—I
have not improved my convictions ; W such
atime I wasconvinced of sin,but yet I went
on in sin in the fuce of my conviction; a8
such a sormon I wns convinced of such a
duty, but T slighted the conviction; 1 was
co:‘;'ineed v?f a\y need of Christ, and of the
readiness of Christ to pardon and save ; ba

alas! I followed not‘l‘l:dwn‘ict.km. sy

5, vou will come and go a!

ously offered, it will make you blessed now,
Oh, my dcar
1{friend, do not eye it so coldly; suffer it not
shall suppose that a young man has left his
hame in Scotland or the north of Eneland.
Ha comes to this great London, ar.dcin a
litle while falls in with its worst ways. In

It has told you of
<he Savieur's costly purchase and wondrous
Let it also bring good news to
heaven; let it téll that with wars of thank-
tulness you have surveyed the * unscarcha-
ble ricl:os of Christ,” and have given your-
self to him who once gave himselt for you;
let it tell timt your history has taken a new
turn, and that, breaking off from your worth-
less companions and evil ways, you have be-
gun in lowliness and love w follow Jesas,—

He that cannot sow or reap without asking
the moon, will be a lunatic on many osher
pointa.

We have often folded ‘our arms in mute
wonder, when we saw what we rupposed to
be honest men, taking the absurd position of
holding to the Bible and universal salvation.
There are instances recorded in the Scrip-
tures in which God'deetroyed men because
they were too wicked to live—to0o wicked to
live in a wicked world among wicked peo-
ple; and yet, according to this doctrine,they
are translated to a holy heaven, in the pre-
sence of a idly God, in the society of holy
angels, and the spirits of just men made
perfect. How does a sensible commander
act ? If a man is guilty of a capital crime,
he is bronght before the judge, the jury is
empannelled, and he is tried and condemn-
ed. The sentence is, that he shall no lon-
ger have the liberty of inflicting injury on
the community, and therefore he shall either
be confined in the penitentinry, or expiate
his crime on the gibbet. The community

A people who start with such an absurdi-
ty have no halting place. That sofiness of
head and heart which leads o man feebly to
appreciate the evil and cﬂ'cmin.au-ly to de-
plore the panishment of cin, will find its le-
vel i absurdities on other subjects.  Ae-
cordingly, we find them holding the d()(‘(l:il\(‘. ‘
that the testimony of conscience against |
erime, and its l=hings, when juilty, .is wl
sufficient punishinent. One of their writer:
—who holds the effectiveness of this punish-
ment, says that its retributions are as sudden
ar the lightning's flash.  Now, any man can
sce that if the doetrine of the immediate suf-
ficieney of this puni-liment be correet, then
all human aad divice punishment iy wrong.
Every intliction of diviae punishiment ve-
corded in the Seriptures is <o much i auddi-
tion to the suficient punizhnent of con-
scienee, and must therefore be unjust 3 oand
the punizshment of the flood, of Sodom, of
Bel<huzzar, wnd all otl crs, enly proves that
God is an un‘ust yrant.  Nor is the level
found yet.  Fvery penaity siteehed 10 hu-
man Lo, for erime against the community or
individuals, slt forfvitures, in v,n'i.ann«h(sfnt?.
and death fir ony eause is enly an l,ﬁjusl
addition to the retributions of conscience, |
and sliould not therefore be inflicted. Who!!
dees not ree thar such a doctrine bids every
fiend-inearnate God-specd in his (-rimcs,' cs-
pecially it his conscienee he sf-?'nrf‘tl as witha
Lot iron, as God says it often 14 4—and who
does not sce, if it be true, that it legitiinately
subverts all the best as well the worst orgu-
Inizations ever devised for the pood govern-
ment of man—in short, that uit government
is wrong ? .

—_———

Trifling with Convictions.

You that are at any time under convic-
tions, O take heed of resting in them !
Though it is true that conviction 18 the first
step L0 conversion, yet it i not conversion =
a man may carry his convicuons aloog with

The Happy Home.

oonv
panions. There are two- things es

which, above all others, make a death-bed
very uncomfortable :—

T.ord been at work in
you ever been convi
of thc'ml;e:l{ uc:l' nnturudl state—ot’ the insuf-
ficiency ol ings under heaven fo holp—
of the %\ﬂneu ..f !
Christ—of'the necessity of reating upos him
for pardow and peace, for sanctification and
salvation? © Have youa ever been really con-

My brethren, remember this— alighted
ions are the worst deathrbed com-

1. Purposes and promises not performed.
2. Coavictions slighted and not improved.
When a man takes up purposes to clese

with Christ, and yet puts them not inte -ex-
ecution ; and when he is convinced of elm
and dng, and yat in:proves not his coavie-
tiomsy

this will sting'and woand at last}

Now; therefore, hatli the Spirit of. the
onr souls? Have
of the evil of sim

righteousncss of Josws

which & man too wicked to live at large | vinced of these things? O then, as iove
with ty to themselves, do mot commit | your own souls, as ever you hope to i:'-wa
him to the best room in the governor’s|at last, and enjoy God for cver, improye
palsice, t0 enjoy the best privileges the house | these canvictions, and be sure you rest.ppt
uffords, nor recommend him to the embrace | in them till rise up {0 a thorough cless
of the ghurch and the privilege of holy com- | with the Losd Js ;
mun the Lord’s supper, are not | sonnd and | * j
chargeable with that absurdity. Not so|you be not ‘on

with oniversalism. According to that sys- | Christian.— Mead.

tem, God finds a man too wicked to live on _

earth, then kills him, and takes him to hea-

ven. A Cheerfal Giver.. .

“Iow is it, Botty,” eaid an clder of the
church to a poor woman in Wales, who was
alwuys observed to contribute something
whenever a collection wus taken; * how is
it, I always sece you drop romething in the
plate?  Where do you get it ?

¢ 0, sir, I do not kuow,” she replied.—
“ The Lord knows my lieart and my good

will 10 his cause; and somehow or other,
when a collection is to be made, [ nm syre
to huve my penny before me; and when it
comes, | pus it in the piate.”

«Well,” snid he, “you hive been faith-
ful in a litthe 5 ke this sovereign, and do
what you will with 1t.”

“ A sovercign, sir,” said she, “Y never
had somuch woney in my lilv as a sover-
cign; what ghadl 1 do with it

“ 1 dure xay you will fiiid means of spend-
ing ity" suid he, *if your heart is devoted
to the Lord’s ~nuse.” .

Soon after this a man eame round to soli-
cit subseriptions for syme benevolent objeet.
te went to one of the elders who gave him
hulf 0 sovercizn, and another gave him five
shillines, both of which were regarded ns
very liberal donntors.  Not liking to pass
by any member of the church, he asked this -
poor wosan what she would do.

“ Put my nune down for a sovereign.”

“ A sovereign,” said he, “ why, where did
you get a soversign, from 1"

“(), viry” seid she, “1 pot it honestly;
put my name down for a sovcreign.”

She gave Lim the sovercign, and in about
two weeks from that time, she received a let-
ter from Doctors’ Commons, informing ber
that a friend had just left her one bundred
pounds. *There is that seattereth end yes
increascth ; and there is that withholdeth, &e.
The liberal soul shall be made fat, and he
that watereth shail bo watercd also himselL.”
va- Xi‘ 257 26-

Lim into hell




