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For the CaTnoLic RECORD,
LUCIFERIAN PLAN OF CAMN-
PAIGN AGAINST THE CATH-
OLIC CHURCH.

CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK.,

¢ This is in general the plan to be
followed in regard to countries belong-
ing to the Christian group

“ Now let us cast a glance at Italy,
There Freemasonry, while following
this plan to the letter, must labor hard
and incessently to abrogate the law (of
guarantees to the Holy Sec) to which
our chief of political action directs our
attention. Begin by attacking furious-
lv the system of two sovercigaties in
one country, in one capital. Show the
inconvenience of a double diplomatic
corps, half of whom are accredited to
an Italian crowned with the tiara and
in continual conspiracy against his
own country. This attack must be
supported by Freemasonry of countries
that have an ambassador at the court
of the pontifical superstition. o e
Then attack the inviolability of the
ecclesiastical congregations so imprud-
ently conceded. Create conflicts be-
tween the political authority and any
pontifical authorities. Use every occa-
sion to excite the people against the
occupant of that ursed See, so that
troubles will be caused if he should
leave the Vatican. Accustom the peo-
ple of Italy to consider the Pope's
presence as a dangerous embarrass-
ment,

‘¢ As soon as public opinion is ripe
for the expulsion of the Pope, one of
us must be ready with a measure to
the following effect :

“Art, 1.—Italy recognizes no State
religion.

‘“Art. 2. — The Christian Church,
formerly called Catholic, must be ex-
clusively Italian in order to have a
right to the free exercise of religion.

‘*Art. 3.—Its Bishops may convene
in general national council to name
one of their number as Patriarch for
the Peningula, Sardinia and Sicily.

‘* Art. 4.-—The actual Pope is eligible
to this dignity, if he renounces all
superior Christian direction outside of
Italy.

*“Art. 5,—The Christian Patriarch
of Italy, not having any character of
a sovereign, can have no ambassadors
accredited to him.

‘“ Art. 6.--The Sacred College of
Cardinals ceases to exist, as well as the
Congregations of the Holy Office, of the
Council, of the Propaganda, of Rites,
and of the Index aud Indulgences, and,
in a word, every superior ecclesiastical
committee formed for universal admin-
istration, be it spiritual or financial.

“ Art. 7.—The titles of Cardinal and
Archbishop are abolished. Before the
civit power all Bishops are equal, ex-
cept the Patriarch, who is the first
Italian Bishop, and who in official
ceremonies of state will take his place
between the presidents of the courts
of cassation and the president of the
court of accounts.

Art. S.-—Each Bishop administers his
diocese under the direction of the
State, and the Bishops recur to the
Patriarch only in questions of the
purely spiritual or liturgical order,

‘“Art. 9. —Every act of the Patri-
arch, in violation ot this law, involves
his immediate deposition and banish-
ment.

‘“Art. 10. — Every Bishop found
guilty, as accomplice of the Patriarch
in the violation of this law, shall be
imprisoned in a fortress for from five
to ten years, and shall, moreover, be
degraded in presence of the people in
public assembled before the cathedral
of his diocese.

‘“Art. 11.—A central commission of
worship, composed of as many lay
members as there are dioceses, and ap-
pointed by parliament, shall receive
all reports of the civil authorities re-
garding acts of administration or other
diocesan affairs, and shall form a per-
manent superior council, deciding all
differences between the Bishops and
their subordinate ecclesiastics, with
the exception of matters regarding
purely spiritual or liturgical affairs,
which remain subject to the supreme
Jjurisdiction of the Patriarch.

‘“Art. 12. — The curates shall be
elected by ballot by the faithful, and
shall be irremovable from their par-
ishes ; actual curates, declared eligible
by this law, but not imposed on the
people, shall be subject, within six
months from the date of this, to be
confirmed in their functions and title
by the free suffrage of their parish-
ioners.

‘* Art. 13.—The Bishops shall be ap-
pointed by the Patriarch, the Govern-
ment naming three candidates. How-
ever, actual Bishops, submitting to the
present law, shall remain in office.
Every Bishop not accepting this law
shall become simple priest, and shall
be appointed to a rural vicariate by
his successor, and shall forever be in-
eligible as a parish priest.

‘ When this bill is presented before
parliament, a copy of which will have
been sent to every country infected
with Roman Catholicism, it shall be at
once published everywhere and freely
praised by the press. The wisdom of
the Italian liberals must be universally
commended for having found so excel-
lent a solution of the religious question
hitherto existing. Show in its proper
light the absurdity of the former situ-

ation ; how evil it is for Italy to have

one of its citizens conspiring against
his country ; how evil it is for other
states to have a real state within the
state, having its functionaries @ the
priests) depending from a sovereign
stranger.  The papers shall request
the progressive members of their par
liaments to submit a similar measure
in their own country, (reeing the
national clergy from the foreign yoke.
G Thus a great agitation will |
be set on foot in all the countries where |
Roman Catholics are numerous ; and |
by legal means and by means of a!
common understanding, emanating
from Freemasonry, a great division of |
this disastrous religion will be brought
about.  These results will not be
brought about in twenty or thirty
years. They will come when Roman
Catholicism shall have been entirely
discredited, when only women and a
few incurables will be its ||arli~'nns|
and when a large number of its priests
will be secretly on our side.

‘“The favorable circumstances, if
one country or another, having work-
ed better than others, shall have en-
tirely done away with State support of |
the Church and reduced the priests of |
superstition to depend on offerings of
the faithful, now diminished in num-
bers ; it will be useful to be generous
to priests who accept the new con
ditions and to again gzive them state
aid.  Proclaim with all your might
that the State will magnificently endow
the clergy, and thus promote the in-
terests of religion as soon as it is no

more the pretext of conspiring with
foreigners against the State. Neglect

nothing that will help to parcel out
the religion of Adonai and deprive it
of its international character. Then
its complete destruction will be easy.

‘“Act then unceasingly with the
view of obtaining this important re
sult, and do not allow any difliculties
to discourage you.

‘* Moreover, nourish in your hearts
not only the hope, but the certitude
that this division of Adonaism is not
an idle fancy ; because it is revealed
to us in the book of the Redemption in
Apando.

‘“ There it is also said that the Pope
of Superstition, sitting in Rome, will
refuse to submit to these new conditions
at the time of division : that he will
hurl his harmless thunderbolts against
the Governments who take part in this
great work of social salvation. Then
he will be abandoned by a multitude
of his priests in different countries,
because many will have already been
gained by us. Italy will expel him,
and the damnable Papacy will be
obliged to flee and hide itself in dark-
ness ; because the Governments will
enforce severe penalties against those
who adhere to him and conspire with
him,

‘It is also written that the wander-
ing Pope, the pastor of a scattered
flock, the pilot of the disabled bark of
Cephas, and sixth successor of the man
of pride under whom the temporal
power of the infamous Pontiff was
shattered, will be rececived, after many
expulsions, by the Slav autocrat, who
will show him great honor. Adonaism
will then try to raise itself again, as
before its expulsion from Rome. The
wandering Pope, being about to die in
Russia, the Imperial Auto:rat will
kneel down before him, antl the Ortho-
dox, or Schismatics, will soon ally
themselves with the Roman Catholics
cast out of Italy. The wandering
Pope, on his death-bed, will have the
joy of seeing these new followers take
the place of the western people recent-
ly separated from his Church, and even
among the nations who brought about
the dismemberment of Adonaism, he
will have some faithful hiding them
selves in their superstitious practices.
Before expiring, Roman Catholicism
will maintain the episcopate among
the Oriental Schismatics, and create
among them Russian and Greek Car-
dinals. His successor wili be a Slav.
The seat of the Papacy will be estab-
lished in the Northern City of Peter,
with the intention of reconquering
Rome. But the Imperial Autocrat will
try in vain to play the Adonaite cru-
sader in the hope of extending his
dominions. His efforts will remain
fruitless, and the Church recently call-
ed Roman will remain dismembered in
the European west. Thus Russia will
be the last refuge, the last rampart of
the pretended Catholic Adonaism.

‘‘ As soon as the new order of things
is legalized among the western people,
we must suppress completely those
dangerous propagandists called mis-
sionaries, who go among our brothers
in Asia and to the idolaters of Africa
and Oceania, whose conversion must
be our work. The Governments will
prohibit, under severe penalties, these
detestable emigrations, which are apt
to cause continual conflicts with the
Asiatic nations, whose faith will then
have become thoroughly enlightened
by means of the wise measures of
Thibetan priests. Our Freemason
auxiliaries of India and China must
be respected.

‘“ However, without waiting for this
distant epoch, every Freemason must
henceforth combat with pen and word
against the missionaries called Catho-
lic, and spread a deadly hatred against
and contempt for them. Those mis-
sionaries are our most dangerous
enemies. Any I'reemason who does
not fight them must be considered a
traitor ; any one that assists them in

to gZo

their damnable work, or even encour-

ages them by public praises, will be
put to death. 2

“ Finally, it will be good to culti-
vate revolutionary ideas among the
lower classes of every nation-—ideas of
socialism and the like, which are apt
to the most violent extremes,
Atheism, being bad in itself and turn
ing from its object the whole work of

tanti-Christian renovation, we must di

rect it and mix it up with the most
exaggerated social doctrines, which
must necessarily fail: although they
may cause a momentary upheaval,
this will be speedily followed by an
energetic reaction. Now, on the one
hand, we will discredit entirely the
superstitious theory of the Divinity in
such a manner that people, still filled
with Adonaism, will gradually draw
away from it and end with not believ-
ing anything, while the last priest of
Adonaism, cut up and emasculated,
will be entirely gained to our cause.
This will be a period of transition—
the period of Freethinking Deism.
On the other hand, we must beware of
depriving the multitude of their be-
lief in the supernatural and divine ;
but we will only proclaim on all occa-
sions the existence of a Supreme Being,
without, however, saying publicly
what our holy traditions and our mys-
tic revelations are. The Good God
wants it so.

‘“When the Russian empire shall

have become the stronghold of Popish ;

Adonaism we must let loose upon it
the Nihilistic and Infidel revolution-
aries, and provoke a formidable social
cataclysm, which will show the nations
in all its horror the effect of absolute
infidelity, the mother of savagery and
the most bloody disorders. Then the
citizens, being obliged to defend them-
selves against the crazed minority of
revolutionaries, will exterminate these
destroyers of civilization ; and the in-
numerable crowd, weaned from Adona-
ism, thirsting after the ideal and not
knowing to which God to turn, will
receive the true light by the general
manifestation of the pure Luciferian
doctrine. o

‘“ The birth of the religion of Luci-
fer, the Good God, and its establish-
ment forever, without a rival on earth,
is not the work of a moment, nor of a
year, nor of a century. The work
that endures is that which is accom-
plished by slow steps. The nineteenth
century has seen the conception of
true Catholicism ; the twentieth will
be the century of gestation to bring
on the term of its birth, fixed by the
book of heaven (September 29, 1996.

““Written and given in Solemn
Arch, and signed at the foot of the
Sacred Palladium, by the Sovereign
Pontiff’ of Universal Freemasonry, by
the Ten Ancients composing the Most
Serene Grand College of Emerited
Masons, at the Supreme Orient of
Charleston, in the Valley loved by the
Divine Master, the 20th and last day
of the moon, A. C. of the year 000871
of the True Light (15 August, 1871).”

Such is the secret plan of the sect—
worthy, indeed, of and his
worshippers. It deserves careful study
by all who have their own welfare and
that of their fellows at heart.

Lucifer

Some time ago The Moniteur de
Rome had a notice of the reconciliation
with the mother Church of Mr. Dom-
inic Margiotta, 33", General ex-Ingpec-
tor of the Masonic sect. Now the same
paper publishes a letter from Mr.
Margiotta to Miss Diana Vaugan, a
Luciferian, giving a detailed account
of his conversion. In another letter
to Mr. Julius Osslia, Grand Orient of
the Masonic Order of Mesraim, Mr.
Margiotta gives notice of his renunci-
ation of the order, and exposes the
horrible sacrileges of an apostate
priest, John Baptist Pessina, Secretary
of the Grand Orient. Among other
things he says, ‘‘That Pessina, for a
fee, consecrated Hosts necessary for
the profanations carried on in the
Triangles of the Palladists. At Paris,
whither Pessina was sent, he, doubt-
lessly, continues these infamous prac-
tices, although he pretended to have
regretted his apostacy and to have had
himself reconciled with the Church in
order to have free access to ecclesias-
tics as well as to the lodges."”

-

Convent Schools,

Why do some Protestant and Hebrew
parents send their daughters to convent
schools ? In order that their innocence
may be safeguarded while their mind
is being educated. That isthe answer.
The parents know well the dangers
that surround their girls in secular
schools and fashionable boarding col-
leges ; they know also that in the Sisters’
care their darlings will be kept from
evils. Forbidden knowledge will be
closed to them. Dangerous books will
not be allowed in their Lands. Im-
proper amusements will be prohibited.
The love of virtue will be inculcated.
Purity will be reverenced. Obedience
will be made a, habits. Truthtulness
will be deemed indispensible. In-
dustry will be honored in the practice.
By example as well as precept, good-
ness, gentleness and gracefulness will
be taught. —Catholic Union and Times.
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THE MORALITY OF SUICIDE,

A Sin

as Bad Even as is
of Another,

the Marder

Rev. Ge

Searle, the distin
guished Paulist Father, delivered the
following sermon Sunday, Sept s
in the church of St. Paul the Apostle
New York

¢ See yve that 1 alone am, and there

is no other God besides Me: [ will
kill, and [ will make to live Deut.
xxxii., 139

Many, perhaps most of you, my

dear friends, have recently had yvour
attention called to a discussion, which
has been admitted into the public
prints, about a very important matter
of morals. Arguments, or at least
cpinions, pro and con, from one per-
son or another, have been freely
admitted, and the reader has heen
supposed, and we may say invited, to
take his choice. The consequence
has probably been that some, under
the influence of the more or less
specious ideas presented, together
with the temptations under which they
wore previously laboring, have been

induced to lay violent hands on the
life which God had given them. For

this matter thus rashly presented for
discussion was no than this: it
was whether, indeed, suicide is really
the sin which Christians have always
considered it to whether the
Christian teaching concerning it,

less

be ;

which has become the belief of the
civilized world, is right or wrong,
correct or needing correction,

Now this is a moral question, of
course, and therefore a question of
science ; but, strange to say, the
world of to-day, outside the Catholic
Church at any rate, does not seem to
realize that morals are a science at all.
It is even commonly said, and said so
often that indeed one gets actually
sick at the absurdity of the remark,
that it makes no difference what a
man believes as long as he does what
is right. Here, of course, you see the
calm assumption is made that every
man knows what is right to do; that
moral questions offer no difficulty
whatever ; to say nothing of the pal
pable and obvious fact that what is
called belief is largely concerned with
precisely these questions as to what is
right and what is not, and that there-
fore the actions of two men with con-
tradictory beliefs on some moral point
cannot both be in accordance with the
absolute standard of moral rectitude.

One good, then, arising from the
discussion of a question like this of
which we are speaking, certainly
ought to be to show that morality is
not in all points simply self-evident.
It is hard to see how any one with any
respect for his neighbor's judgment
can fail, if he enters on a question
like this, to get rid of that delusion.

The fact is that a scientific question
like this cannot be settled except by
scientific methods. Morals are a
science ; a Divine science, certainly,
but a science all the same.

Hence a fixed, firm and rational re-
ligious belief is necessary to the con-
struction, or perhaps better, to the
elucidation and development of a fixed
and definite system of morals. No
progress can be made, no certain con-
clusions reached, if first principles are
constantly to be called in doubt. Now
such a belief, fixed, firm and rational,
the Catholic Church has always had :
consequently its doctors and theo-
logians have been able to reason on
morals and to arrive at accordant and
satisfactory conclusions. Some fine
points, of course, may remain un-
decided ; and especially doubts may
arise as to the application of prin-
ciples, however clear in themselves, to
cases complicated by a multitude of
circumstances. Absolute certainty in
every point requires, not only fixed
principles and scientific methods, but
also in some instances an individual
power of analysis which comparatively
few can have. The game of chess is a
strict science, from which chance is ex-
cluded : all can learn its general prin-
ciples ; still, in any individual posi-
tion, one man will apply them better
than another. DBut the difference be-
tween the Catholic and the Protestant
moralist is like that between an in-
structed chess player and one who does
not know the moves.

Of the many profound ignorances
under which the mass of Protestants
labor concerning the Catholic Church,
one of the most striking is their abso-
lute want of information as to the im-
mensely numerous and thoroughly
scientific writings of Catholic moral-
ists, compared with the professional
accuracy of which their own amateur
efforts are simply insignificant,

But it is time we should came to the
point which we have now specially to
consider.

I need perhaps hardly say that the
question as to the morality of suicide
is not an open one to Catholics. We
all know, or should know, that suicide
isconsidered by us not only as a sin, but
as a mortal or grievous sin ; and not
only that but as specially great and
grievous among mortal sins, self -
murder being of the same nature as
the murder of some one else ; and yet
more, as in one sense the most deadly
of all mortal sins, since it ordinarily
implies dying in the very act of ¢in,
and therefore shuts out the hope of re-
pentance or pardon.

Of course, however, we allow it to be
quite possible that this most fatal of all

acts may be committed in a state of

temporary insanity, which mayv great
ly reduce or even entirely remove its
eriminality ; or it mav be committed
by one who, though sane, is not aware
of the teaching of the Church and of |
reason on the matter, or without
fanlt on his own part, does not believe
in that teaching |
Also it is quite possible that n
though death should seem to follow im
mediately, there way 't be time tor
enlightenment by God's grace and re
pentance for the act »in no case

can we :\fr:n:llh'f_\ assume acertainty

that the soul of a suicide is indeed lost,
or even that the act was in itself mor
tally culpable, as it appeared in th
mind of the one committing it. Indecd
our experience is that ** formal " mor
tal sins, as,we call them, that is, mortal
sins which the sinner recognizes as
such, are usually committed with the
h.xp(' or v\pm'l;llinn of repenting at
some future time in this life ; and as
there can be no such hope in the case
of suicide, it would seem probable that
as a rule it is not regarded as a mortal
sin by the one committing it, and that
therefore he is not held to a strict
account for it, though he may well be
for other sins which he has committed
and not repented of,

One thing more. It should of course
be understood that we do not class as
suicide acts which are really heroic,
such as the exposing of one's self to
death inorder to accomplish some good
work for the sake of God or our neigh
bor ; least of all is it suicide to allow
one’s life to be taken rather than to
commit a sin, as the martyrs of faith
and charity have done. Other more
obscure questions have been raised ou
similar points, and have been dis
cussed and answered by the thorough
and precise theology of the Church ;
but we need not consider them now,
for the question actually now proposed
is whether, after all, a man may not
commit suicide for the express purpose
of taking his life which really
means whether he has not a right to
his life, to dispose of it, as he may of
his property, according to his own
will, it being understood that uo one
else’s rights are violated by his act :
as for example they would plainly be
it he owed service to any one for
money received, and was working out
that service.  Or, to put it more
briefly still, the question is, whether a
man’s life when free from special obli
gations to others or to the public, does
not belong to himself, to be disposed
of as he will ?

According to the ideas generally
prevalent in the non-Christian world,
the answer would probably be that it
does so belong. Take the case, for in
stance, of a man who has no wife or
children depending on him, who is out
of work, and whose services are not,
as it would seem, required in justice
by any onc many, perhaps most
people who are not Christians, would
say that he was as free to dispose of it
as he would be to throw away an old
coat, or a new one, for the matter of
that, if he should choose to do so.

The idea of crime, and indeed of
sin itself, where positive religious
teaching does not correct it, is very
apt to be restricted to an injury done
to one’s neighbor. People say, —and

some even say so who are Christians
and Catholies, and ought to Kknow
better—people say, ‘‘I do not steal ;

I do notinjure any one's character ;
I do not trespass on any one's marital
rights ; what ¢in, then, do I commit ?
If T get drunk now and then, what
harm is it to any one but myself?
If T am not always pure, where is the
wrong, o long as no one is involved
in my act without their own free con
sent 2"

Now it ought not to be necessary,
and I think it hardly can be, to tell
you, my friends, well instructed
Catholics as you are, that all this sort
of talk is utterly abhorrent to Chris-
tian faith and morality. We know,
if we know anything of our religion, -
and even an unperverted conscience
will tell us as much,—that all sins,
even those against our neighbor, are

primarily sins against God, and
chiefly culpable on that account. Sin

is essentially a rebellion against God,
an attack make on IHim, an injury
done to Him. Sometimes it is merely
the breaking of some law that He has
made for good.and wise purposes, but
which is revocable at His will ; in this
case it i3 simply an act of disobedi
ence ; this is bad enough. But some
times it takes a worse character : it
is a dirvect violation of His essential
rights, and of the relations which
necessarily exist between the Creator
and His creature, Such, for example,
is blasphemy ; which God Himself
could not make lawful for us.

Understanding now what sin is, what
shall we say with regard to suicide ?
We must say that it is, according to
Catholic teaching and right reason,
clearly a direct attack on God, a clear
violation of His rights. It is, in fact,
stealing something which belongs to
Him. Let us see how this is.

We should remember that naturally
the whole creation belongs to Him who
created it. We may acquire a right
to some part of it as against other
men, but we can never, by any act or
exertion ‘of our own, make anything
our own as against Him by whom it
was drawn from nothing. He has the
right to claim all we have at any
moment, for it fundamentally belongs

NO. 833,
Commeaon sen TR s 1
tions the word v Job
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Lord hath taken v 1
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name i d
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thougt )
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hich does not i 1
sion of His laws, but that we
throw them away or destroy
them if we choose to do so. We do not
i hay Lspecial Divine permission
Lo+ ¢ of them, though of course
od could, by virtue of His emin nt
domain, revoke our right in any pa
ticular case, or in general, if He
should so choose. But it l stood
from the creation of man: it was
given in His words to Adam and Fve
He said to them : Rule or more
precisely, be masters or owners
tover the fishes of the sea, and the
fowls of the air, and all livin rea
tures that move on the earth Gen,
Ly @ the human race itself bei
obviously excepted. And it
ownership  extends  over i
nature, st more does it over the in
animate we read in the me
**The heaven of heaven isthe Lord’s
but the earth IHe has given to the
children of men Ps. exiii., 16
We can, then, kill animals as we will
it we do not violate the rights of our
neighbor in doing so.  The brute crea
tion is subject to us: and common
sense has always recognized this
But over human life we have no
such power. The natural ownership

of God over us remains ; e has nover
parted with it.  He can, indeed, com
mission us, or makes us His agents or
ministers to take even human life
Such a right is recognized by the com
mon sense of mankind, and sanctioned
in the Scriptures, as inherent in the
State ; but even by the State it can mly

be exercised in God’s name, as the
minister of God’s justice. Iiven the
State never acquires an ownarship

over man.

Still less can one individual man ae
quire ownership over another, in the
absolute sense of the word., It is, of
course, plain that he can acquire a
right to the service or work of another ;
such a right exists in any contract of
employment  for a  definite  time,
which contract can undoabtedly be
made irrescindible on the part of the
employee, as well as on that of the
employer.  And such a coutract can be
made for life, if natural obligations do
not interfere,

But that man should acquire com-
plete ownership over man, to disposa
of him as he pleases; that he should
entirely possess him, body and soul,
the law of God has never allowed
Slaveholding, in this sense, has alway s
undoubtedly been a crime or a sin
against God’s law, an infringement of
His rights

What, then, follows from this?
It follows, of course, that in this
sense, no man  can own himself No
man has the right to absolutely dis
pose of his own life, any more than of
that of another man. He is here in

fring on the right of God, expressed
in the words I have taken as a text :

“See yo that I alone am, and there is
no other God besides Me ; I will Kill
and I will make alive.”

The suicide, then, directly puts him
self in the place of God ; he arrogates
to himsell the right which belongs to
God alone, and which has always re
mained reserved, and never communi-
cated to any creature in general terms,
It may indeed be so given by spacial
permission ; and in that sense the law
forbidding suicide is not like that
which forbids blasphemy or the dis
helief of God's word or revelation, for
this latter law cannot as has been said,
be revoked or dispensed in any case
whatever, sinee it inheres in the very
nature of things, and of God Himself,

Buat still, practically, there is no
difference.  The prohibition is in pos-
session ; the presumption reserving the
life of each and every one of us as
God's untransferred proporty, remains
till it is overthrown by an express
statement on His part, in general or
in the particular case. The suicide,
then, is always a thief ; and, more
over, a sacrilegious one, laying hands
on what is the exclusive possession of
the Almighty.

Such, my brethren, is the plain,
logical and reasonable teaching of the
Catholic theology on this point. 1 have
omitted various technical terms which
might have been brought in, if my
object had been simply to show that 1
am speaking by the book : but 1| think
they would hardly have made matters
really clearer. I trust that what 1
have said will help you to answer the
specious pretences of those who would
persuade you that self-destruction is
one of the rights of man, and at any
rate that you will be convinced that the
prohibition of it by the Church is not
an arbitrary law, but one firmly based
on natural reason, and the revelation
{ which all Christians admit ; and that
! it any difliculties should perhaps still
remain on account of this necessarily
concise presentation on the subject,
you will seek those who can develop
more fully the Catholic doctrine regard-
ing it.
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