THE CANADIAN CONFEDERATION. |

WITH CERTAIN CONSIDERATIONS A8 TO
THE INFLUENCE OF CATHOLICITY ON
ITS ORIGIN, GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT.

INTRODUCTORY,
I

Canada, as we know, is a federation of
PBritish Noirth American colonies, stretel -
ing from the Gulf of St Lawrence in the |
cast, to the Island of Vanconver in the west,
ana from the northern boundary of the
United States, on the south, to the frozen
islands of the Aretic Scas,
that portion of the North American con-
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In 1867 the union of the Provinee of
Canada  (then  including  the  present
territories of Ontario and Quebec), New
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Brunswick and Nova Scotia,
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Imperial

The north-west territories were added
the Union in 18570, while a year later
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The physical features of ti untry ai

triking and important. The principa
mountains are the Rocky and Laurentian
anges, the l[ormer iting the Non
west 1 1 f he ] f
britash ( I
1o 1 ¥ il 1 1 1
Que
['he Guilf of 1 l |
f I'un h {
land iHHudson's | ril
) { the Dowi
A {
nainland o t
hroug A i !
found I
»unl ' |
( g
f 1
v Co v
|
| 3|
; 3
1 wl wim ]
n t il ' 1
Bay. Th !
Athaba G Slav |
‘ t 1 W | 1

i re 1 I r, Thn |
nd Columbia, lraining an ¢

=l 'l 1 f 1
WOV d territoric computed
three mill th hundred and nty
three thou puare miles, Thisexten
territory, united under one central v
ernment, welud 1 provi nd
one territoral organization Of I
extent of Canadian ten v oreat deal
of miscor puion  exists, ta 1
minds of foreigne but 1 |
Clan dians themse E

This misconception not of
growth, In pre-confederation  times,
mwuch of the difficulty encountered by tl
promoters of the varions schem |
migration and colonization arose from the
ignorance prevaiing, as well hom
abroad, of the extent and resouices of tl
British North Aa n o«
Speaking from plac Parlia
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outh of the St. Lawrence, which a 1
monly called “the St. Maurice « try”’
and the “ Eastern Townships;” we have

abundant evidence, obtained at great o
pense to the Provinee, of the extent
resources of both these region P
Jarly the Eastern Townships are toleral
well known; much has bheen done fo
them, and much more ought to b ne.

That, instead of a quarter of a million,they

are capable of sustaini thred fou
million souls, is generally admitted,—Dbut
the St. Maurice is a complete tora ignota
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Of the Ottawa country, Mr. Norman, in
859, reported “In glancin
map of this fine country,the mind becomes
strongly impressed with what may be it
future, with its mineral resonrces as yet
but partially developed, but known to i
f great extent and valune, unequalled by
any country in the world for its Inxuriant
crowth of timber, especially of red and
white pine; ha ts arand river, witl
tributaries surpa in volume the largest
rivers of Europe Wl the advantages of
unlimitted water po ver which they do not
possess, an extent of agricultural country
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capable, on cm xamination, of sup
porting a population of eight millio 1
imhabitants.”

If the Eastern T 1 be capable of

sustaining a popul or fowr
millions, and the distriet as
many more—if tl alley in itself

have resources suflicient to meet the wants
of eight millions, what shall we say, not
to speak at all of the territory of Algoma,
of the great North-west { - Admitting that
the disadvantages of this vast teritory
have been too frequently overlooked,
and that many, inspeaking of its resourees,
capahilities, and destiny, have drawn
too largely on imagination, it 1must he
conceded that the Canadian Northwest-
is destined to receive and sustain an im-
mense population, and by reason of the
rapid increase of this population, together
with its incaleulable agricultural wealth
and untold mineral resources, to exercise a
controlling influence over the whole con-
federacy.
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mighty arch of sister provinces which
spans  the entire continent from the |
Atlantic to the Pacific. It was here that
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previously provided him with a return
ticket for |lm purpose, he will probably
yrefer getting home via the Canadian
i‘n‘it.l. Now, in the enumeration, those
who are acquainted with the country are
aware that for the =ake ot brevity I have
omitted thousands of miles of other
lakes and rivers, which water various
regions of the Norchwest, the Qu'Appelle
viver, the Belly river, Lake Munitoba,
Lake Winnipegoosis, Shoal lake, ete.,
@ along whose interminable banks |
wmight have dragged, and finally exter- |
minated our way-worn guests, but the
sketeh 1 have given 135 more than
sufficient for my and when it
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Al sorts of foreign goods,
extremely dear—far dearer than in
anv other English colony, whilst native
‘m' duce is much cheaper,  There is, there-
fore, a th f
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The natural resources of this fine country ;
must, and will, be developed ere many
years elapse. Then it will undoubtedly ex-
yort more grain in propunion to im‘|»4)pu-
lu:iun than auy other colony, It i now
the only English settlement of any im-
portanee have an (nland situation, and the
only one with which commuuication is
maintained by the kindness and courtesy of
a foreign nation, Its inland sitnation has
retarded its progress, The
transit to and }l‘ulll the other
colonies is pleasant, comfortable, and com-

all export goods in return for those impor-
ted. At Red River the reverse is the ¢ se;
and, while the present state of things con-
tinues, the settlers can never be very pros-
perons.  The Saskatchewan  Territtory
wousand miles in length, from east
1 about three hundred and fifty
from north to south. The
8 vwan is an Iudian word, sig-
nifying “rapid current,”or “swiftly rolling
river.”  Itis bounded on the south by the
United States: on the north by the fifty-
fourth paralled of N, latitude; on the west
by the Rocky Mountai ul on the east
by the Red-River Temitory. It is well
: red, rich in minerals,
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Fowa th, Mount Lefroy rises
high fell lie south side,
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of nat while vight in front Mount
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It .{ 1 ] amongst  these
%Oy Myriads of streams,
hi of the mountains,
Wale wind
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sunrising, and
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( van , studded
vith nises nds cover h 3
i l water edge, add to the enchant
beanty of the scene. These lakes t
with birds of every form and
with plumage of many varicties, floa
fiocks over their plicid surfaces, repose in
sullen grandenr alone the shores, or chat-
ter awongst the broad bran of the
1 that one might imagine

himself to be in <ome beautiful park of
\ own planting, where
variety of the animal and vegetable ki
toms would be represented.  Such doubt-
less was that Garden of Eden, of which we
have heard so much and know so little,
where old father Adam first grecte
numerous subjectsand dipensed titl
no niggard hand. i
seldom fail t
grant or lonely trave
scenes far away in
of early youthand ¢
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lerof other m
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lhood, which, in all
probability, he shall never see again.  Full
1e shed a tear over the
memory of the pas the fond associa-
tions of other days arise in funcy hefore
him.

Were we to select the northern route,
we should proceed across the plains from
Winnepeg City to Fort Ellice, which is
situated at the junction of the Assinne-
hoine and Qu’Appelle rivers.  This fort is
built of timber, surrounded
trench and chevauar de frise, like
every other fort in the North-west The
only stone forts in this immense region
are Stone Fort and Port Garry, in the Red
River Settlement, There are bastions at

Ihese primeval panoram- |

ll.\' a <i|'|'l»»
almost |

the angles of the fortifications of all the
forts, and the walls are pierced so as to
facilitate the use of the rifle, if attacked
by the Indians. Proceeding over the
Touchwood Hills, the next depot is Fort
Carlton, The scenery along tllu« route is
agreeably diversified.  The countless lakes,
rivers, groves, birds, and wild animals, are
sources of never-failing interest.  The
undulations of the country are exceedingly ‘
agreeable to the eye, without being incon-
venient to the traveller,  Proceeding by the
Redberry Lake, the next station worthy
of note is Fort Pitt, which is beautifully 1
situated on the north branch of the Sas-
katchewan, The next station of impor-
tance after leaving Fort Pitt i Fort Ed-
monton,—the pride of the Sasketchewan,
It is situated .fuw to an immense forest,
on the confines of one of the most magui- |
ficent plains in America, where the prairie ‘
and forest literally kiss each other. It |
possesses hundreds of sights well adapted |
for mills and factories, whilst its coal-beds |
rival those of Brizil or Nova Scotia.  This |
useful mineral frequently protrudes along |
. . 1 . |
the banks of riversand elsewhere in seams
more than eight feet in thickness, Tra- |
vellers cook their provisions with it, and |
the Hud<on Bay officials use no other fuel,
In the Red River country, except along
the banks of the rivers, the tall prairie |
grass is sole monarch of the treeless plains,
but in the Sasketchew.n the districts be
tween the rivers are frequently ad
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with us the prairie and the forest of *he
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That was a true mother who <aid: T am
a missionary in my nursery, six pairs of
eyes are watching me, and six littfe heads
are acquiring ideas from me, and six hearts
are being moulded for good or evil, from
the effects of my actions,

In Ireland there are 5 Archbishops, 26
Bishops, 3,186 priests, and up\\'m\{s of
4,000,000 adherents,
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BETTER THOUGHTS.
A pour man’s prayer may be iore

valuable than a rich man’s gold, —»~t.
wort.

To love God and to die, this is the el
of man; or read it in the light of heavey,
to love God and to dwell in God for ever,
this is our being and our bliss,
."lll.’ll’ll!(.

Scientific truth cannot contradict reli.
gous truth, but scientific error can; and tl
path of science ever lies, through erroy
v less partial to truth.—Aubrey
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] The greatest of

n who believes implicitly
1 him and heard

discard all prejudicd
to 1 reeds are all alike.”  “How
like 7 yon take it upon yourself to
Equally good.” * But none true?” ¢

ttrue altogether, none entively false.

L am libers

1

himn talk, v

You
. Liberal?
“Of my creed.” “Have you

see [ am o higot ;
What of?”
any?™ “Well, yes, I suppo
| am not bigoted about it
he does not believe inanything nor care
anvthing connected with God or
eternity, but is just as bigoted in favor
of Tis indifference as he imagines other
people to be in favor of their beliefs.
[ell hiin that liberalism in thecry is
illogical, inconsistent, and hypoeritical,
and he will veply that you ave gone too fa
in otry to be talked to.  Prove yow
assertion, as you easily can, and he will
never speak to vou again,  Yet all the
time he honestly believes that it is broad-
minded to believe in nothing, and narrow-
| minded to have God for teacher.

+ 1 have; but 1
The truth is

thout

| As an evidence of sectarian intolerance
[ we submit the following well-substanti-
ated facts, The English Universities of Ox-
ford and Cambridge were found by Cathi-
| olics, and while under their :ontrol, were
fopen to all denominations:  hut 1y
| throngh unjust violenee they fell into the
hands of Protestants,Catholies were rigidly
excluded from them, and denied the advan-
| tages theirown labors had created. History
| is full of similar contrasts, Yet how often
| do we not hear the senseless charge of “ex-
| clusiveness® brought against n<? We make
the sacrifices—others enjoy il henefits,
and pelt us with filth fou tting the
means in their hands! Is ths witude?
—Uatholic Columbian,
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