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MORALITY AND RELIGION

Editor Calgary Daily Herald :

Sir.—* Morality is not based on relig-
jon,” says A. D. M sDonald in the already
qunlwl‘lv'th'r. Your ecorrespondent 1s
mistaken., Sueh a mishap befalls any
man every now and then.

We read in this document that there
have been, and there are now, men
whose morality is excellent and who are
not in the least religious. How do you
know that ? The vast majority of men's

|
|

ehts, whether good or

actions and tho
bad, escape all human deteetion, How
do yon know especially that the duty to
( s observed ?

self has b

Qur opiaion is that if some pe ple car
keep a certain amount of decency though
not religions, this fact is due to the un-
vonscions influence of religious doctrines

which are prevailing in their s rrround-

ings. \is influence they will not, per-
haps, ackunowl dge, but they receive it
Mr. Balfour discusses t point in a

familiar passag I wdations of

Beliel”

* Biologists tell us” ¥
parasites which live, and can only live,
within the bodies of animals more highly
orgaunized than they. For them their
luckless host has to find food, to digest
it, and to convert it into nourishment
which they can consume without exer-
tion and assimilate without ditliculty.
Their structure is of the simplest kind
Their hosts see for them, so they need
no eyes; hears for them, so they need
no ears; he works for them and econ-
trives for them, so they need but feeble
muscles and an undeveloped nervous
system. Buat are we to conclude from
this that for the animal kingdom eyes
and ears, powerful muscles and complex
nerves are superfluities? They are
superfluities for the parasite only be-
cause they have first been necessities for
the host, and when the host perishes,
the parasite, in their absence, is not un-
likely to perish also.

8o it is with persons who elaim to
gshow by their example that naturalism
is practically eonsistent with the main-
tenance of ethical ideals with which

weitos * of

paturalism has no natural afinity. Their
spiritual life is parasitic; it 1s sheltered
by convietions which belong not to
them, but to the society of which they
form a part; it is noux shed by pro-
COsses 1n which they take no share
And when those
end the alien life

nvictions eome to an

jich they maintained
can searce he expected to outlast them

Most willingly we recognize that
some men recorded as religious were
bigots and blackguards, but they were
0 pnot beeause their religion was bad,
but because they did not follow or they
misunderstood its teaching

Would it be icult Lo 1in
examples of heroism, admirable charity
originated from true religious spirit ?
There are thousands of them. We have
yet to hear of a prineiple advoeated by
the true religion of God which eould he
even in the most remote way the cause
of mischief,

We have before us a fact. There is
in every man a moral sense, the idea of
something that is right and something
that is wrong. How shall we aceount
for that. Some call itone of the mys-

teries of life, but that is not an explan- |

ation. Others suppose that it comes
simply from a modification of the brain
cells in someone of our ancestors; we in-
herit it and so are we furnished with
our present moral apparatus. But first,
that is a supposition only, no faet in our
possession supports it. So at best you
can say ., 1

v be so, but you eanno

say it isso."

Besides, by placing this important
modification of our gray matter in the
far byg times ¢ push the d ity
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are in the infaney of civilization, but
when 1 am enlightened 1 free myself
from this undue bondage, there is no
duty for me,

A law is a rale of conduct established
by competent authority. In moral
matters who is that competent authority.
Is it the man himself?  Can anyone be at
lawgiver and subject ?
The one who has power to make a law
has p sr to change it, he is not really
boun As it is
the moral law is binding on us whether
we recogniz You may over
look it but the moral law remains the
same, A
affect it any more than a wrong caleula-
So the
moral law is something made for us, but
independent of us, having its origin out-

the same time

generally understood
s it or not.
breach against it does not

tion affects true mathematies.

What would become of the social order
if everybody could change the moral
laws at will 2 1f it is impossible to ad-
mit that, the reason must be that we are
dependent on something exterior to us
that made us. To explain away all difli-
culties it is easy to point to nature,
But what is nature if there is nobody
pehind to guide and orda n it ? Nature
is blind, indifferent to good or bad.

The treble character of the moral law
is to be obligatory, absolute aud univer-
sal. It is obligatory ; can trespass it
and it remains unchanged and keeps its
¢laim (hold) on you. It is absolute
(Kant's Categoric Imperatil); you can
not dodge it. 1t is universal, equally
binding for all men.  Which man could
make a precept of such capacity ?  Even
if somebody could, why should morality
be the privilege of the learned? Man
must develop himself, that is the law ol
his nature ! Of course, but which idea
will preside at this development 2 W ill
nature have its own way ? Selfishness,
greediness and envy come from nature,

just the same as justice and generosity.
Are they to be equally favored And
you ean even say the unworthy will
e tor hile;
on earth,
Drunkenness you call wretehedness ;

bhe eliminated in the strug
very often the wicked triam

the drunkard calls it a blessing. On

what ground e vou condemn him if
there is no superior standard of good.
Righteousness and wisdom do not exist
in the abstract; they are mere words,
and can have no influcne

they he emb ydied in a living being whom
we call God.

Your aim is to develop yourself. You
must certainly be congratulated on the
idea, but if youthink yourself to be only
an animal, you may at the best become a
splendid animal, but an animal all the
same,

To lift a heavy body a lever is used,
but that it m work a fulerum, outside
the said body, and distinet from it, is
Archimedes said he could
lift the earth if he had such a fulerum.
To lift the human mind towards higher
aims, what is in our nature is not sufi-
cient. We need an exterior support,
the teaching and the invigorating light
of God.

Religion being the foundation of moral-
ity has then to come first; just as the
thought precedes the action it has
been said that action is but erystalized

man unless
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il of the Immacu

irch was the scene

y pleasant event en Rev, Fatt

1 the oceasion of the tenth ar rsary
it his dination to the p d was
remembered by his parishic s and pre
sented by the ¢ J n with a eabi

ver and an illuminated address,
ratford about four

gan has made himself

very popular by his painstaking efforts
in all phases of church work, and the

congregation seized the opportunity to
show its appreciation,

Me T, 8. Tobin made a very efficient
chairman, and introduced the following
programme : Jostrumental duet, Misses

sentation to Father Egan; voeal solo,
Miss Margaret Way ; vocal solo, Miss
May Fitzgerald ; voeal golo, Mr, M. J. |
MeQauley ; God Save the King. k

The presentation to Father Egan was |
made by Messrs. Chas, Wingefelder and |
Jas. Lavelle, while the address was read |
by Mrs, . J. Kelly. Two little flower |
girls, Mary Hartleib and Jean Kelly |
followed, presenting Father Egan with
bouquets of ehrysanthemums. Father
MeGee spoke a few words of congratula- }
tion. The address was illuminated by |
Mr. Jas. Russell, architect.

The address was as follows :
To Rev. D. J. Egan, Pastor Immaculate

Coneeption Chureh :

e e O Brlen | sddress and ,L.P C BROWNE & CO.

Rey. and dear Father, It is with more
thad ordinary pleasure that we were
assembled here to-night to offer our
greetings aud congratulations on this
the tenth anniversary of your ordination
to the holy When you as-
sumed the pastorate of our newly estab
lished § years ago, we 1l felt
difficulties and trials would be
path, but
you saw and you conquered.” Your un-
varyirg kindness of heart, together with
your sunshiny disposition, have given
you, dear Father, a warm place iu our
affections, and have been an incentive
to work for you and with you. Now that
we have passed our infancy years as a
parish, we look forward to the time when
as the years roll on, we will increase in |
pumbers and strength, and under your
fatherly guidance, in virtue and sanc-
tity.

We ask you, dear Father, to accept
this cabinet of silver as a token of love
and esteem. May it always serve to re-
mind you that our hearts are devoted
and loyal, and we sincerely hope that
our relations as priest and peop'e may
ever remain cordial ard as harmonious
as they have been in the past.

Signed on behalf of the congre
Mr. T, O'Flynn, Mr. M. Fleming, Mr, T,
Haggarty, Miss T. Gallaher, Mrs. P. J.
Kelly, Mrs, T. J. Dolan.

A\ LOW-DOWN IRINHMAN

If Denis Murray, who stabbed and seri
ously wounded James MeDonald in a
Bingham saloon
Irishm
ality. Nomanly Irishman draws aknife
on his foe, the tradition and the
immemorial practice of his countryman
frown it down.
f the coward, and cowardice is a stranger
to the Celt, Sceoteh or Irish. Denis
Murray ought to be strapped to the tri-
angle and get fifty lashes on his back for
his dirty act. We never knew or heard
of an Irishman in the old country drawing
a knife in a brawl. The manhood of the
Irish Celt would resent it. Drunk or
sober, the Scot or the Hibernian is a
man and plays a man's part. We know
of only one case where atrue Irishman at-
tempted murder with a knife, and that

recently is an
he is a disgrace to his nation-

The knife is the weapon

attempt was on the life of the Archbishop |

Hughes of New York.

The Archbishop was sitting in his
library late one Saturday night when a
man, who had concealed himself in the

Episcopal residence in Mulberry street, |

entered the room and, drawing a dagger,
advanced to strike the prelate. With
wonderful presence of mind, the Arch-
bishop stood up and, meeting the eye of
the assassin, saw he was demented.

“ One moment. Are you an Irish-
man ? "

“T am,” answered the other.

“Then go out,” thundered the prelate,
“eet a blackthorn stick and kill me with

that. No Irishman, and you know it,
ever killed a man with a dagger ; it's the
weapon of a coward.”
'he madman threw down the knife,
arted t for a blackthorn, and the
prelate's life wa 1
I'he D s Murray w ged a knife
Ia MeDona on and
his name
ind termountain
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subseription list

Altar Plate

Brass Goods

Vestments

Statues, Etc.
J. J. M. LANDY

416 Querrn St. WesT TORONTO, UAN

| Phone Coll. 305
|

hes. Phone

Coll, 452

\VAN'I ED NORMAL § HOOL TEACHER FOR
R, C. Separate School, No. 1 McCalliveay.

Salary $4 Duties to begin as soon as possible

Address John O'Neil, Mooreville, Ont 10302

CHURCH DECORATORS

REFERENCES

DESIGNS \\'.\'ﬂ\n A QUALIFIED TEACHER F(

Osti o aly 1 1gtofor R C. Separate School No. 2, Osg
and Estimates freely submitted. Apply stating salary and experience to Wm. Hamay,
85 Macdonell Ave.

TORONTO Manotick Station, Ont 16301
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FARMS FOR SALY

Canadian Novelty Supply House

\ A 8 i SITE WEST END OF MAIN STREET
LONDON, CANAL : O en half mile C. P, R.stat Corne
e ————— | 1ot 16, fira concession Broniley .|  LONDON OFFICE
p— el land. Soil N e k

TEACHERS WANTED i75 actes clear “ 394 Richmond Street
SEAGHER WANTED BY THE SEPARATE | bad weeds, well built, good |
v Ont. ' B 1 will be sold ) BI ALSO AT

. Price
WANTED WO TEACH ¥ purchaser, H. A. Camle S|t, Thomas Ilderton
W r Sepa iding

second professional es. Must furnish | Thorndale Melbourne

I e re e Jan. 4th, 191c. Ap- |
salary { exDErie w K. O'D: We want a reliable
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| The W."A. Jenkins Mfg. Co., London, Ont. Re ¥ er

8 King Street West
Toronto

FPER WANTED

Jome Bank

of Canada

AY your housekeeping ex-

penses lhmugh the Home

Bank. The cheque you give your
Tradesman is a receiptandall your
cheques will be returned to you at
the end of the month with your
bank-book accurately made up.
Paying by cheque prevents mis-
understandings.
to your bank-book will show, at
any lime, how your housekeeping
expenses are averaging.

And a reference

DOCTOR WANTED
‘ 'l‘ln RE 1S A SPLENDID OPENING

UR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY SALE is the most
wonderful value-giving event in the history of #T. EATON C%urs
Every item will interest you.
advantage of them now, as THIS GREAT SALE vwill positively

~FEBRUARY 28

Every style will please you.

QGREAT MAIL ORDER

TN,

Every price will surprise you.
end on February 28th.

TAKE ADVANTAGE

OF OUR

SERVICE

BIG
VALUES
AND
LOW
PRICES

Take

SATISFACTION

GUARANTEED
' or your meney refunded In full TORONTO -

o

|

&T. EATON C%ur.

CANADA

SEND US A
TRIAL ORDER
TO-DAY

ThHe

LONDON,
FO
UTnstring
You oug
That if |
1ts strer
Just drc
And tak
Thus in
You'll I
A sadly
Your en
And sw
st
Devoid
Relax a
A littla
Put off
Put on |
Let up
You'll ¥
And fre
With e
If more
And fr
Ambiti
Unstrin

A

'l'hw
Decem
learnin
ld, §
TArner
insight
gift of
name
tellect
learn,
that t
walks

scholal

Kin,
years
When
ative |
quiesc
fully,
that |
hume
scribil
variou
We ar
and i
handi
acter
And
of Be
to m
speci
may |
on a
but 1
allegi

real f

oF:

roun
shun
She
bind
the |
She
God
mak
fort)
vith

voic

tim
pas
of
thi
be

ing
an
me
by
gr
th
to

pe
fal
th

we

an
Cl
si|




