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Bacred Heart Review.
¥HE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO-
LIC CHURCH.
BY A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN.
CCCXXIIL

As we have seen, the Republican
correspondent not only treats it as a
+¢ chief fault "’ of M. Bremond’s book
that he esteems the lloman Church
superior to Protestantism, but that he
esteems Christianity svperior to ¢+ the
other world-religions, "' to Judaism,
Buddhism, and to Mohammedanism,
Now as all Christians regard Christian-
ity as superior to other religions, not
only in degree, but in kind, it follows
that in this gentleman's opinion the
very profession of Jhristianity Is an
intolerable grievance, and just cause t.rt
complaint. I do not mean that h«‘: is
geot ready for so explicit a conclusion,

but it is plainly contained in his
t 1

premises, and logic will uot wait on 21 g4,

man's convenience.,
It appears then that we are bound,

even by ordinary propriety, to account | g, etimes under high priests that were

all the great religions, from Christian-
ity to Brahminism and Buddhism, as
standing in one class, as essentially
equals, We are virtually required by
such writers as this correspondent Lo
hold ourselves obliged, for the sake of
good manners, to do as they do in China.
There, in a large company, it has been
not unusual for one guest to say to an-
other : ** What is your honorable
creed ? and on learning it, if it is dif-
ferent from his own, he is bound by eti-
quette to pronounce a eulogy upon it.
So it goes round, and at the conclusion
all aré to exclaim in chorus : * Relig-
jons are many, Reason is one ; we are
all disciples of Reason.”

Now we know that there are many
among ourselves who would bedelighted
to have this fashion brought in here,
who esteem all positive religions as es
gentially irrational, and are only will-
ing to tolerate themas ancestral systems
of observances, which are not to be
supposed to mean anything very serious,
pot very mnch more than a man's hered-
itary surname, or family remembrances.

This may be all very nice for those
that like it, those for whom God is not,
or for whom He is an inser utable Some-
what, essentially, hopelessly unknoswn.
The trouble is, that Christians have
never so behaved or believed from the
beginning. Christians believe that the
Gospel is perfect reason, of course not
in any one man’s imperfect perceptions,
but in itself, and that it is leading all
its true adherents towards the actual
possession  of perfect reason. They
must believe that other religions are
either evil or at best inadequate, cap
able only of conducting their disciples
to a certain point, beyond which if they
would make progress they must turn to
Christ.

fndeed, even apart from the question
of truth, Christians perceive that plain
facts stand in the way of giving the
name of ** world-religion”’ to any other
system than their own. Brahminism,
in its avowed nature, is restricted to
India, whose coufines if a Brahmin
Jeaves he become excommunicate. Bud-
dhism has never made any serious con-
quests except in Kastern Asia, so that
even the title *' Light of Asia " is far
too wide for it. Zoroastrianism (now
glimmering on the point of extinetion)

is puarely Persian. Islam rigorously
forbids the Koran to be translated out
of the Arabie, and is utterly repelled
by the now governing races ol mankind,
When the late Lord Stanley of Alderly
became a Mohammedan, it was as much
a lusus naturae as if he had had two

dust.

judged by Emil Gebhardt as a philoso

grapher, to find an understanding for
himself.

any rights at all, he has a right to as-
sume what all Christians assume, be
they Catholics, Greeks or Protestants.
Now all these three Christian parties,
and the Jews besides, maintain that the
faith and morals of Israel were com-

priests, especially of the high priests,
and this independently of the personal
worthiness or unworthiness of auy parti-
cular priest or pontiff. Yot a prophet
once said: **The prophets prophesy
falsely, and the priests bear rule by
their meang¢, and my peoplelove to have
it 0. Moreover, it was a high priest
who murdered the Redeemer., Yet this
did not stagger the apcstles in their
recognition of the Divine authority of
the Jewish high priesthood, until, by
the judgments of the invisibly return-
ing Christ, in the year 70, it came toan

Moreover, it is certain that the
priesthood, assisted by the scribes,

good and gsometimes under those that
were not, brought the Israclites out of
idolatry, defended them against beiog
over powered by Hellenism, maintained
an availing centre of unity, and, even
unconsciously, cherished the elect
remnant which in the fulness of time
was ready to receive the Messiah, But
for the priesthood Israel would have
been likely to vanish into in alpable

Now if Christians are to be allowed
to believe this of the line of Jewish high
priests (and to refuse them leave is to
refuse them leave to be Christians) what
is there appalling in the fact that
Catholics believe that this, in a far
higher sense, has been committed to the
jine of Christian high priests? Certain
it is, to take a single point of history,

pher, not as a theologian, that had the
conclave in 78 failed to choose an
ftalian Pope, lurope was likely to have
gone hopelessly to pieces. Compared
with this the evils of the Great

Schism, sadd as they were, were
a small matter. Besides, does
it go { nothing that the

two great I’rotestant Bishops, Stubbs
and Westeo't, speaking of the earlier
times, attest the usual justice and wis-
dom of the papal arbitraments between
jangling parties and nations, and that
Wosteott intinmates that Providence
must have used the Papacy here for
good, 8¢ g that the righteous. ess of
these decisions is so signally indepen-
dent of the personal value of the pon-
tiffs who rendered them ? He intimates
that the Roman Catholies ought to
make more use of this argument than
they do. It is amusing to see a really
eminent man drawing a conclusion
favorable to the Papacy from the very
same fact which our friend the

correspondent would fain use as
an argument to damn it. More-
over, setting aside Unitarianizers,

who often are not so very much
scandalized to be told that they are
but dubious Christians, other Chris-
tians, however they may call this de-
finition of the Papacy a perversion, or
that one an unwarranted addition to
Christian doctrine, commonly allow
that it has firmly maintained the true
and central Christian doctrine, con-
cerning God, Creation, Providence,
Redemption, Holiness, Morality, Eter-
nal Life. It was principally the stead-
fastness of the Roman Bishops—as
Dean Stanley says, their consciousness

cheer and comfort them in their homes.
We hear a great deal in theso days

It is certain that if M. Bremond has | about lay co-operation in the Catholic

Church, It is a theme calsulated to
stir the enthusiasm and loosen the
tongues of the devoted clergy and gen
erous laity, We have always advocated
such co operation; bat have not failed
to put out the fields in which such co-

mitted to the care of the Hebrew | operation is both beautiful and desir-

able, We do not want the assistance
of the laity in the government of the
Church. Wedo not want their partner
ship in the management of the educa
tional institutions of the Church.
These things the clergy can best at-
tend to thomselves; as they have a
special avoeation, Bat the care of the
poor and the supervision of the widow
and the orphan have been the especial
province of the laity since the apos-
tolic days. Ierethe laymanhas a wide
field and one in which he is not liable
to come into collison with the consti-
tuted authorities of the Church.

God bless the noble Society of St.
Vineent de Pauvll—Western Watehman,

FIVE-MINUTES SKRMON

Twenty First Sunday After FPentecost

FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES,
Shouldat not thou then have had compassion
on thy follow servant, evea ag I had cempas
sion on thee {36 Matt. xviti. 33.

These words of to day's Gospel are
spoken by our Lord to every one who
has been wanting in charity to his
neighbor. Hach one of us, as a servant
of God, as a steward of the gilts, both
temporal and spiritual, which He has
entrusted to us that we may nse them
for the furtherance of Iis honor and
glory, is a heavy debtor to the divine
justice, But His merey and love are
always ready to temper His justice, if
only we show the proper dispositions,
if only we bend our rebellious wills to
the conditions He requires of us, with-
out which it is impossible for us to
obtain forgiveness. This condition is
found in the oft-repeated but little
thought of petition of the Lord's
Prayer : *' Forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those that trespass
against us.’”” The servant in the par
able received forgiveness from his lord
for the sum of ten thousand talents
(a very large sum of money,) yet he
was unmerciful to his fellow-servant,
who owed him a hundred pence. The

means so great as the difference be-
tween our offences against Almighty

us. If we eould only realize Who i

the gravity of our sin,
immense debt that we owe to His just

again.’

cannot hope for pardon from God.

us ? In

Lord says.
forgiveness will be enough, for Goc
sees the heart, and no appearance wil

of being appointed the Rock of the
Church—to which we owe it that Do-

horans, or three eyer. Judaism is found
the world through, but is national, not
weamenical, and ** shrinks from a cor-
vert as a calamity.”

Christianity,on the other hand, has not
only far more adherents than any other
religion (for it is now known that there
are nosmore than 120 000,000 ac cualBud-
dhists) but, through the governing
races of mankind, it is in a political
control of most other religions. Its
missions, although as yet having but
a few million converts, have, with high
confidence, in almost every land, taken
seisin of the planet in the name of
Christ, very much as St. Paul, although
apparently making few converts in
Spain, did in prophetic anticipation
wh . he went to Cadiz.

True, Christians look for a time of
dimness and apostasy, but they know
that ** at evening time it shall be
light.” In this expectation they are
confirmed by so great an unbelieving
scholar as the positivist Bartholemy St.
Hilaire, who treats the ultimate pre
valence of Christianity as an inevitable
fact of the future. Renanalso declares
Christianity the uniquely perfect relig-
ion of mankind, no more to be treated
as on one footing with others than our
eivilization, derived from Greece, is to

cetism was repelled, and Gnosticism, Ar-
ianism, with its lesser sequels, and Man-
ichacism, ancientand medieval. I am
far from meaning that the thought and
courage of the great Grec k Fathers
were not vital elements of these victor-
jes. Yet Iarnack and other writers
are bringing out with new distinetiness
the part which Rome had in fashioning
even the earliest results, long before
the time of Nicwa not to say of St. Leo.
True, Harnack maintairs that certain
Romanizing passages of St. Cyprian
are interpolations, but then, says he,
they are interpolations added by Cy-
prian himself.

Really, I can't help thinking that
Rome has something to say for herself,
oven if M. Bremond should hold his
peace,

We will next examine our friend's
catalogue of Popes.

CrArLEs C. STARBUOK.

Andover, Mass.

SOMETHING THE LAITY CAN DO.

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
owes its spirit to that great Apostle of
Charity ; but in its present organic
form it was founded by Frederick Oza-
pnam in Paris in the last century. It

be likened to the aberrant societies of
pagan Mexico or Peru.

I submit, therefore, that M. Bremond
is not to be brought to account for
treating  Christianity as  standing
essentially and uniquely above wha
this writer very inexactly denominates
ssother world-religions,’" as he really
both in fact and in fitness, tho only
world religion

Our writer is horrified that M. Bre

mond should suppose that the ecare ol
the faith and wmorals of mankind has
been divinely committed to ‘o the
church of Damasus and Hildebrand, of
the culpable Innocents, the unapostolie
Pauls, and the amazing Borgia Pope
Alexander."”

I am hero somewhat embarrassed.
Ordinarily, when a reviewer gives an
account of a Christian book he does not
treat it as a grievance that the author
writes as a Christian. Yet this gentle
man does. Ordinarily, when he
seount of a Catholie book, he does not
view it as a scandal that the author
writes as a Catholic. Yet this gentle
man does. ** Jenkins may ba a bull if
he will, but, being a bull, he shall have
no horns.”’ One does not know what
to do with such a man. Heo mixes the
the simple reviewer and the werid con-
troversialist in such a hopeless way
that you cannot tell at any moment
where you are to find him,

However, irrationality has no right
to be treated irrationally. Our busi
ness is, to give a man good reasons,
and leave him, like the great lexico

soon spread to all the great Catholic

contres; to day no city of any import-
wneo  is without conferences of the
| order. It is composed entirely of lay-
| men. MTheir work is to hunt up the
1 neady and deserving poox and to bring
} them temporal relief without exposing
| them to mortification of public e i
| canc y. Within the district assi wed to
the conference, which is generally the
section of the city deseribed by the
limits of the parish, the members make
themselves acquainted with all the
poor study their condition and the

best means of assisting them temporally
and spiritually. Very often the tem-
poral relief is made necessary by moral
conditions within the family ecircle.
The relief supplied by the conferences
is of both kinds, and herein lies the pro-
gress and power for good of the organi-
zition. Not on bread alone do the
pcor live. They need good example,
good eounsel, good books and papers.
These with food and raiment the visit-
ing mesgsengers of the conferences
supply. In fact, the work of confer-
ences consists chiefly in visiting the
poor in their homes., So powerful is
this agency of reform that in the great
Protestant eities ol London and Berlin
they have copied exactly the methods
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society,
omitting its name and giving to the
movement the more scientifie appella-
tion of ¢ University Settlement.'
Men outside the Church have learned
that the only way to lift up the poor
is to send their charitable neighbors to

satisfy Him. But, on the other hand

earnest unless it be shown outwardly
Many profess their willingness to for

spirit of revenge in many little wa
by looks, words, and actions whie
in the heart. Then again we find per

give some wrong, answer “ Well

tell me so."” It is

towards our brethren ?

suffered, IHe threatened

reply, In imitation of our

tormentors. By the practice of thi
Choristian silence many a
continuance would be prevented.

done, to be reconciled with our o

or followers of Christ.

give (rom your heart those wh

by your words and acts. Thero

sacraments.
tion of St. Paul :
and anger and

‘“ Lot all hitternes:
from you, with all malice.

you in Christ.”

tongno with it occasionally, Price $2.

from business, and a certainty of oure
Address or oonsuly Dr, MoTaggart,
Yonge street, Torooso.

difference between these sums is by no

od and those of onr brethren against

is that we have offended, and then
reflect as well upon our ingratitude in
offending Him, as upon the innumer-
able benefits He has showered upon :
us, we might form some faint idea of ly appreciated there would be fewer

and of the

ice. We could not then refuse for-
giveness to our neighbor for the tri-
fling, and perhaps merely fancied, in-
juries that we may have suffered from
him, ‘ With what measure you shall
mete, it shall be measured to you
“If you forgive not every
one his brother from your hearts,’’ you

How, then, can we best practice this
forgiveness which is so necessary for
the first place, it must be
carnest and sincere forgiveness. It
must be ** from your hearts,”” as our
No mere ontward show of

the torgiveness will not be real and

give who yet show resentment and a

prove that there is no real forgiveness
sons who, when thay are urged to for-

Father, I suppose [ must forgive, if you
piain that this is
but a very unwilling and faint-hearted
forgiveness, which will not answer God.
Why will not the generosity of God
towards us lead us to show a like spirit

We should strive to forgive offences
the moment they are committed against
us. Our nataral impalse when any
insult is offered to us is to resent it at
once, and pay back in the same coin.
How different is this from the example
sot us by our Lord, ** Who when He
was reviled, did not revile ; when He
not.”” We
should check the first uprisings of re
sentment, and keep back the angry
Blessed
Lord's silence before Hlis accusers and

eud of long
We must also ‘* lay aside all malice,’

and be ready, when an injury has been
nd- | tralia, recently, on occasion of the bless-

ing brother. This is often very hard for | ing of a convent, Right Rev. Mgr.
us to do, and very repugnant to our | Bryne, V. G., said:

natural inclinations, but it is, never- “I assure you it is much more difficult
theless, absolutely necessary. 1f we | to get into a conve nt than to get out of
bear malice towards any one, we are | it; to get out of it one has only to open
not worthy of the name of Christians, | the door and walk away. All the

Try, then, to put in practice the | about detaining people in convents are
teaching of this day's Gospel, and for- | pure calamuy, too absurd to be believed.

have | An Adelaide lady, once a Protestant,
offended you, showing your forgiveness
ig | statement to me:
nothing more scandalous and injurious
to the Christian name than constant
quarrels and long continued animosities
between those who go regularly to the
Follow, then, the injune

indignation, and
clamor, and blasphemy be taken away
And be ye
kind to one another, merciful, forgiving
one another, even as God has forgiven

Toten and Ligr Hatt
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SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION.
In our previous review we saw that
the matter of the Sacrament of Con-
firmation was the chri-m, and its form,
the words used by the Bishop in ad-
ministering it. In closing the subject
it might be weil to direct the attention
to the dispositions for receiving it ; its
effects ; its advantages, and its neces-
sity.
First, however, a word of explana-
tion. Forgetfal persons, perhaps find
themselves enquiring : Why does the
Bishop anoint those confirmed on the
forehead and why does he impart a
slight blow on the cheek? The lessons
are important. And were they proper-

Catholics recreant to their duties.
For, by the first we are reminded that
we should never be ashamed of our
faith., And by the second that we
should even suffer persecution for it.
The lives of many Catholics prove the
need of fresh reminders in these par-
ticulars.

In regard to the dispositions for re-
ceiving the sacraments, these are two-
fold : namely, those of the body and
those of the soul. The former include
cleanliness of person and modesty of
dress. The latter require that the in-
dividuals be baptized ; that the per-
sons to be confirmed be in the state of
grace ; that they possess a kuowledge
1| of the sacrament as well as the prin-
| | eipal articles of faith.,

These conditions being fulfilled, the
effects of the sacrameunt are, to imprint
an indelible character on the soul ; to
fortify us with courage to proclaim our
faith under persecution and to perfect
us in the graces which we received
at baptism, Hence it follows that by
the reception of the Sacrament of Con-
firmation we are clothed with the
necessary armor to battle valiantly as
soldiers of Jesus Christ,’and are elevat
ed to the real dignity of Christian
manhood.

Finally, as to the necessity of re-
coiving the sacrament. Irom the
effects just enumerated one must con-
clude that its reception is, indeed,
most necessary. But many additional
reasons might be assigned. In these
days of religious indifference the dan-
gers to our faith are multiplied.
Therefore every safeguard should be
invoked. But as it is through the
Sacrament of Confirmation we receive
the courage to confess our faith, it fol-
lows that all should avail themselves of
it. Besides failure to receive it under
certain conditions is to become guilty
of a great sin.—Sacred Heart Review.

ARRANGED FOR HER RESUUE.

AUSTRALIAN WOMAN WHO VISITED A
CONVENT WITH THE EXPECTATION OF
’ BEING MADE A PRISIONER.

8

Preaching at Naracoorte, South Aus-

stories found in anti-Catholic books

but now a Catholie, made the following
‘When the Domini-
can nuns came to Adelaide I was an-
xious to visit the convent and see what
sort of beings they were. TIascertained
the time they received visitors, and
drove to the convent. Having got out
s, | of the carriage, I said to the ecoachman:
“Look at your watch; it is now three
o'clock. If [ am not out at 3:30 drive
to my brother and give him this letter.”’
which read thus: * Dear ——, I am
foreibly detained in the convent, I"rank-
lin street. Come at once and take me
out.”  Having made provision for my
rescue, 1 ventured into the convent,
where 1 was warmly received by the
nuns, and was at once quite at home
with them. I became, however, in a
very short time very fidgety, and often
looked at my wateh. At last Istood up
and asked the Sisters to excuse me for a
moment, as I wished to see the coach-
man on a matter of importance, I then
hurried out to him and said: ‘**Give

75 | M@ that letter and wait till T comc
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happier mood, and prolonged the con-
versation so long that I apologized to
the nuns, who needless to say, made
not the slightest effort to detain me.
Now, it calumnies about convents could
make so great an impression upon the
mind of an educated and experienced

do they make upon the minds }\[ [ln:
simple, the credulous and prejudiced?

Drink Did it.

« Drink did it ; God held me i
wore the words which a Brooklyn man
scrawled on an envelope recently before
he fired the pistol that ended his life.
The man had a prosperous business and
a large family to whom he was devoted
in his sober moments, but he became
enslaved by the drink habit and saw no
way to break the chains that bound
him but by ending his existence with
his own hand. ‘¢ Drink did it ; God
help me !”" might well serve as fitting
insciption over thousands of other men
who go down to ruin and death every
year under a like enslavement. And
yet there are those professing to have
ihe well being of the community at
heart who would have the drink shops
turning out their grist of shame and
miscry not only for six days of every
week, but on the seventh day also.—
Leslie’'s Weekly.

I

The man who is standing on the
mountain top and sees the path winding
up should be charitable to the man
down in the valley who is losing his
way in the the thickets. We need to

cultivate charity for our own mistakes.

one f{rom comm

from uttering them. - Abbe Roux.

If one life shines, the next life to it
must cateh the light; for such is the
mysterious might God gives to upright
sou's,
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out.’” I returned to the convent in a

them a8 being what they are represented to ba,

woman as she was, how much greater |

Much prudence does not always keep |
sting follies, nor much |
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Family Medicines,

Don't save pennies
to lose dollars—don't
be too economica
when your heaith's a
stake. We sell drug
and medicines at rea
:onably cheap price
— we don’t sell cheay
drugs. Anything
your physiclan pre
scribes or you order
for yourself you'll get
—no substitutes, but the genuine article, a¥
fair pricoes.

Walton’s Grand Opera Pharmacy.
Neuralgia and Nervousness cured quickly by
AJAX HARMLESS HEADACHE
AND NEURALGIA CURE

No heart depression. Greatest cure ever discovered.

Take noother, roc and 25¢c. Alldealers or direct from
Austin & Co., Simcoe, Ont. Money back if po»
satisfied.
F’ Diseasesan
” bottle toany add o
Poor get this medici

ne FREFE |
KOENIG MED. CO.,

c 100 Lake St., CHICACO.
To“‘ Sold by Drujzicts nt §h

per bottle ; six for § ~

Thorold Cement and
Portland Cement

For building purposes of all
kinds including Churches,Schools,
Honses, Barn Walls and Floors,

Silos, Root Houses, Cisterns, Pig

Pens, Hen Houses and Sewers,
Tile, Abutments and Piers for
Bridges, Granolithic Sidewalks,
in fact, for all work that it is
possible to do with cement.

WHOLESALE IN CAR LOTS ONLY.

Estate of John Battle
THOROLD, ONT.

Pictorial
Prayer=Book
for Children

Mass and Way of the Cross
lllustrated.

POST-PAID, 10 CENTS.

(Catholic Iei_c—cord'Oﬁice
LONDON, CANADA.

oC

 rm—

CHATS

A song
one's lig
sage of g
wonderfu
There al
and care
doubting
To comil
up and t
worth wi
how trul
cheered
endeavo
places.

1B

It is
the prin
yet fing
whether
place to
{ was m
venson
haveso
be this
and the
or not,
to him,
for othi
vied I
ended ¢
the *
with s
eager [

just the
which |
tle mor

‘sa

with
I'ben
feel )
short
worl
muck
grea'
and
get |

ment

then




