
given to her. and ri» made a hit by 
her absolute disregard of everything 
but the work before her.

“Being set to scrub I Just scrubs,” 
she replied, when naked the secret of
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The phrase became . a by-Word 
among us.

Her remark to me with reference 
to old Joe was made several weeks 
after I had, in a measure, forced my
self into hie confidence. Although I, 
too, had noticed that he was failing, 
I did not care to admit it to any-

“Oh, Mr. Keene only needs a rest,” 
I answered with assumed careless
ness. “But tell me, Bedelia, what 
was the trouble between you and the 
stage manager this morning?”

The ruse succeeded.
"Sure, miss, there is no trouble at 

all,” answered the McShane volubly, 
"except it be that I've struck for 
more lasuro. I've been charwoman 
at this thayater now goin* on sivin 
year. I scrubs the stoop in the 
mornin', I plays me part in the af
ternoon, and I plays me part in the 
evenin’. It's too much. I’ll play m 
two performances a day, but I’ll 
quit at three.”

Bedelia was as good as her word, 
but the manager had to yield or we 
would have lost one of the most 
popular members of our company. 
Our actor-manager had been running 
one play since the beginning of the 
season, and that Mr. Keene was los
ing ground soon became only too 
manifest to all concerned. Latterly
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Sec., M. J. O'Donnell, 412 St. 
Paul street.
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back and wan unable to move without 
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But the old mam said I looked like 
someone he had known long ago, and 
I understood that many of the little 
acts of kindness he showered upon 
me were prompted by his enduring 
affection for that other 'Woman, 
whoever she was. At least she must 
now be gray-haired and elderly, un
less, indeed, while still in her youth 
and beauty she had made her exit 
from life, in the first act of the 
drama—idyl, comedy or tragedy— 
whatever it was.

Yes, we all knew he had his ro
mance, and one day, with the heed
lessness of youth and an impetuous 
disposition, I made bold to ask him 
about it.

"Mr. Keene, you must have often 
thought me an audacious little 
jninx,” I began, “and you know you 
are a beautiful old hero in my eyes, 
so don't be angry when I ask you to 
tell me a story. Why have you

Every one among us loved old Jo« 
Keene, whose roles on the boards 
were usually “the irate father,” the 
cold-blooded family solicitor, the 
dishonest skin-flint, the close-fisted 
or profligate husband, but who in 
real life was the gentlest, most up
right and generous of men.

We were a theatrical company, ga
thered together after the opening of 
the season from the ranks of those 
unfortunately out of an engagement, 
by a leading man who was deter
mined to “star.” And after a short 
tour on the road, we were actually 
playing in New York, although not 
at that paradise of an actor’s day
dreams, a Broadway theatre.

Not so long ago the player’s call
ing was looked down upon by 'the 
people on the other side of the foot
lights even while they applauded the 
player’s genius.

Now we are judged more justly, 
and the profession is known to be 
made up of men and women who, in 
their virtues or their faults, only 
“hold the mirror up’’ to the rest of 
the world. God’s work can be done

The Dosa Kidney Ml MONTREALei.ae, au ae&iers oi
Ce., Toronto, Ont.

not been given with the necessary 
force, and each evening he appeared 
more distressed for breath as the 
curtain fell.

“Mimi,” whispered Richard to me 
one night as I stood in the wings 
at the beginning of the play, “the 
manager has resolved to hand old 
Joe his notice. He has written the 
letter and will give it to him to
night before he goes home.”

“Our dear friend,” I sighed, “how

standing that my own love gave me, 
that the old love had rushed back to 
her heart in a tide of fond recollec
tions. For she must have loved him 
once, even though later she may have 
known a deeper love. - For the nonce 
she was a girl again, and he a 
handsome young man pouring his 
ardent vows into her willing ears. 
All the years between seemed to have 
faded away; even the young man at 
her side was as if he had never been.

In the last scene Joe fairly eclips
ed all his former efforts, the scene 
in which his poor old voice had 
been wont to tremble and some
times even to break.

Hr played it with the strength of 
other days, and his voice rang clear 
and true up to the climax where, ac
cording to the business of the piece, 
he pitched forward into Richard’s 
outstretched arms.,

When this happened, Richard gave 
a quick, nervous glance at me, and 
laid him gently prone upon the 
stage.

“Dead,” faltered one of the com
pany, speaking the line of the play. 
Still following the scene, I fell upon 
my knees beside the old actor. But 
to-night my cry of anguish was not 
feigned. I was really frightened, 
terror-stricken.

For of all that throng beyond the 
footlight, or among the people on 
the stage, only Richard and I knew 
it was not a mimic death-scene that 
had just been enacted.

Poor old Joe! He had gained his 
one night of triumph. And now, a
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BELLSl Alwater, Duclos & Chauvin,
ADVOCATEShouse. Then, suddenly he gave a 

start of surprise. It was impercep
tible to the audience, unmarked even 
by my companion (I presently dis
covered) but plain enough to me.

The next moment he was putting a 
fire and vigor Into his acting that 
had been lacking for years.

My cue came and I went on. Mr. 
Keene continued to play his part 
with magnetic power, and the curtain 
fell amid a round of applause.

“By Jove, I believe some one has 
given Keene a hint about his no
tice! ” exclaimed Richard as I came 
off. “I had not the heart to tell 
him, but had I known he would take 
it in this way I would have warn
ed him long ago.”

I smiled, yet said nothing. But 
I knew it was no hint of the no
tice that had wrought the change in 
our friend.

I had seen his eyes turn again and 
again toward an elderly lady in wi
dow's weeds who eat in. the second 
row of the orchestra chairs with a 
young man, evidently her son.

Old Joe was playing to only one 
individual in the audience, only to 
that beautiful, delicate-looking, afil- 
ver-haired woman.

This lady was none other than the 
woman of whom he had spoken to 
me, the woman whom he had once 
loved and loved still. This was the 
explanation of his sudden spirited
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ODIE’S CELEBRATED Guardian Building. 160 8t, James 8t.
A. W. Atwater, K. C., C. A. Duclos, K. C, 
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A PREMIUM rivenlfor the empty bae 
returned to oar Office.

IO BLFURY at..Montreal.

the dimes and quarters from my 
band and any others who chose to 
give, usually the whole company.

There are no people on earth more 
gÿfeerous and charitable than the 
members of "the profession,” unless 
perhaps, it be the very poor of thé 
tenement house districts in a great 
city.

“Here comes Mimi with her little 
gyfeen silk bag,” Mr. Keene would 
aay as he caught sight of me on 
these occasions, and down would go 
his hand into his pocket on the in
stant.
It was the same whenever he 

hdord the story of any poor fellow, 
either in our ranks or out of them, 
wjbo was down on ms luck. When 
ahy woman was in need, his assist
ance was always as delicately and 
chivalrously rendered as though she 
Wjsre a pHncees.

Hitherto I had played only in
genue parts. But this year, when 
the leading lady Was taken ill and 
had to give up, I found myself at 
a bound promoted to the top rung 
of our particular theatrical ladder.

■“It's all right, Mimi, you can do 
It,” Joe exclaimed when I told him.

Very proud I was that he thought 
so, for our acquaintance had begun 
only when we were both engaged by 
the actor-manager.

We were friends from that hour, 
and he grew so fond of me that Ri
chard ^pcame almost jealous. Ri
chard and I are to be married at 
the cloee of the season.
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