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NATIONAL ANTIQUITIES:— ‘In-
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show the extent of their ancient po-
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their history.

THE CELTS OF GAUL.— Of
the Celtic nations, that which pos-
sessed old Gaul is the most renown-
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Whatever their origin was we find
them very numerous in the time of
Julius Agricola, which is a presump-
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THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT:—
The form of their government was a
mixture of aristocracy and monarchy
as it was in all the countries where
the Druids bore the chief sway. This
order of men seems to have been
formed on the same system with the
Dactyli. Idaci and Opretes of the
ancients. Thair pretended inter-
course with heaven, their magic and
divination were the same. The'know-
ledge of the Druids in natural causes,
and the properties of certain things,
the fruit of the experiments of ages
gained them a mighty reputation
among ‘the people. The esteem of the
populace soon increased into a vene-
ration for the order; which a cun-
ning and ambitious tribe of men took
care to improve, to such a degree,
that they, in a manner, engrossed the
management of civil as well as religi-
ous matters. The chiefs were allow-
ed to execute the laws, but the legis-
lative power was entirely in the
hands of the Druids. It was by their
authority that the tribes were unitad,
in times of the greatest danger, un-
der one head. This temporary King,
or (Vergobretus, ‘“‘theman to judge’’)
was chosen by them, and generally
laid down his office at the end of
the war. These Druids enjoyed long
this extraordinary privilege among
the Celtic nation, who lay beyond the
pale of the Roman Empire. It was

in the beginning of the second cen-
tury that their power among tho
Caledonians began to decline. The
poems that celebrate Trathal and
Cormac, ancestors of Fingal, are

full of particulars concerning the fall
of the Druids, which account for the
total silenca concerning their reli-
gion in the poems that are now given
to the public. Had Ossian bprought
down gods, as often as Homer hath

done, his poem hath not consisted of
euloguims on his friends, but of
hymns to these superior beings. To

this day, those who write in the Gae-
lic language seldom mention religion
in their profane poetry, but when
they professedly write of religion;
they never interlard with their com-
positions, the actions of their heroes.
This custom alone, aven though the
religion of the Druids had not been
previously extinguished, may, in
some measure, account for Ossian’s
silence concerning ‘the religion of his
own times * * * But lot Ossian’s
religion be what it will, it is certain
he had no knowledge of Christianity,
as thera is not the reast allusion to
it, or any of its rites, in his poems;
which absolutely fixes him to an
era prior to the introduction of that
religion®* * * The stronast objection
to the authenticity of the poems now
given to the public under the name of
Ossian, is the improbability of their
being handed down by tradition
through so many centuries.

A TRANSPARENT VEIL.— It will
be easily seen by any one familiar
with Irish history, that all I have
quoted of this essay constitutes  a
clever exposition of Ossian's times,
calculate to create the impression
that'he was a myth, and that Mac-
pherson, the translator, was the real
author of the poems. It is an able,
but most unscrupulous attempt to
secure credit that-is not due. Just
observe that he speaks of the Cale-
donians (or Scotch) Celts—not the
Irish. This is to leave the impres-
sion that Ossiin was a Scotch bard,

i
Posseysed

and not (as he was) an Irish one.
he gives us an absolutely false

2 u He actually

‘on the authenticity  of

but whether they were a colony of
_the Celtic Germans, or the same with
the Gauls that first possessed them-

tion that they were long before set-

to each Subscriber a neatly

{oould not better closa this. week’s
sketch than by quoting the following
from that wonderfurry subltme and
+{historical poem of McGee— ‘The
Celts.”” It will be seen that McGea
—who knew more of Irish ampcient his-
tory than any man who has written
in the last threa centuries-—places Os-
stan at a period one or two centuries
earlier than the time of Christ.

“Long, long ago, beyond the misty
space,
Of twice a thousand years,
In Erin old there dwelt a mighty
race,

Taller than Roman spears;
Like oaks and towers they had a
giant grace, ¢
Were fleet as deers,
With winds and waves they made

their 'biding place,
These western shepherd seers.

Their Ocean‘god was Man-a-nan, Mc-
Liir,
Whose angry lips,
In their white foam, full often.would
inter
Whole fleets of ships;
Cromah their Day-god, and their
Thunderer,
Made morning and eclipse;
Bride, was Queen of song, and unto
her,
They prayed with fire-touched lips.

Great were their deeds, their
sions and their sports,

With clay and stone

They piled on strath and shore thosa
mystic forts,

Not yet o’erthrown;

On cairn-crown’d hiills they held their
council courts;

While youths alone,

pas-

With giant dogs, explored the elk
resorts,
And brought them down.
Of these was Fin, the father of the
Bard,
Whose ancient song
Over the clamor of all change is
is heard,

Sweet voic’d and strong.

Fin once o’ertook Granu, the golden-
hair'd,

The fleet and young;

From her the lovely, and from him
the fear'd,

The primal poet sprung.

Ossian ! two thousand years of mist
and change

Surround thy name—

Thy Ienian heroes
range,

The hills of fame.

The very name of
sound strange—

Yet thine the same—

By miscalled lake and desecrated
grange—

Remains and shall remain !

now no longer

Fin and Gaul

The Druid’'s
creed

We scarce can trace:

There is not left an undisputed deed

Of all your race,

Save your majestic song, which hath
their speed,

And strength of grace;

In that sole song, they live and love,
and bleed—

It bears them on thro’ space.

altar and the Druid’s

O, inspir'd giant ! shall we e’er be-
hold

In our own time,

One fit to speak your spirit on
wold,

Or seize your rhyme ?

One pupil of the past, as mighty-
soul’d

As in the prime,

Were the fond, fair and beautiful, and
bold—

They, of your song sublime.
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Apostolic Letter of Our Holy Fa-
ther Pius X., by Divine Provi-
dence Pope, on the Conferring of
Degrees in Sacred Scripture by
the Biblical Commission.

PIUS X., POPE,

In Perpetual Memory of This Matter,

To promote more and more the
study of Sacred Seripture among the
clergy We feel to be especially urged
upon Us by Our Apostolic office at
the present time when wo see
that this fount of divine revelation
and faith has become a main object
of attack by the intemperance of hu-
man reason. Our predécessor, Lao.
XIIL., of happy memory, realizing
this, was not satisfied with publish-
ing his encyclical latter ‘‘Providentis-
simus Deus,” treating of the Scrip-
ture in the year 1893; for, a few
months before his death, in the Apos-
tolic letter ‘“Vigilantiae,”” he estab-
lished a special council in the city
consisting of a number of Cardinals
of the Holy Roman Church and seve-
ral other learned menm, which, while
guided by the doctrine and tradition
of the Church, was also designed to
utilizé the advance of arudition for
the legitimate exegesis of the Bible,
and at the same time furnish Catho-
lics, with aid and direction in Scrip-
tural studies amd settle any contro-
versies that might arise among them.
We, too, include, as is fitting, with
in the scope of Our solitude and au-
thority, that great monument of Pon-
tifical foresight left by Our predeces-
sor. Nay, more, We have determined
in the confidence We feal in the ca-
pacity of this council of commission,
to employ it in a matter which We
regiard as important for the advance-
ment of Scriptural knowladge. We
wish to provide a means for furnish-
ing an abundant supply of teachers,
of approved sobriety and purity of
doctrine, to interpret the divina books
in Catholic schools. , For this end
it would certainly be very useful to
have, in the City of Rome, a spe-
cial institute such as We know
wished to establish, equipped with
the higher studies and every appli-
ance of biblical erudition, to which
picked young men might flock  from
all parts, and where they might re-
ceive a training that would render
them especially proficient in the
knowledge of the Divine utterances.
But since the power of effecting this
is denied us, as it was denied Our
predecessor, (although we cherish the

Leo

fond hope and feel certain that the
power will some day be supplied Us
by the liberality of Catholics), in

the meantima We have determined to
effect and carry out, by the tenor o
this letter, what the times allow.
Wherefore, praying that it may be
a good and wholesome measura and
redound to the welfare of Catholici-
ty, We do, by Our Apostolic author-
ity, institute the academic degrees of §
Licentiate and Doctor in the faculty
of Sacred Scripture to bLe conferred
by the Biblical Commission according
to the laws hereunder written :

1. Nobody shall be advanced . to
the academical degrees on Sacred
Scripture who is not a priest, either
secular or regular, and who has not,
moreover, obtained the Doctorate in
Sacred Theology in some university
or institute approved by the Apos-
tolic See.

II. Candidates for the degree of
Doctor or Licentiate are to undergo
an examination, both oral and writ-
ten, and the matter for this examina-
tion is to be fixed by the Biblical
Commission.

III. It will be for the Commission
to appoint the judges for determining
the knowledge of the candidates, and
these judges are to ba at least five in
number and consulters of the Com-
mission. The Commission may, how-
ever, in the case of the licentiate, de-
legate the verdict to other suitable
men.

IV. Candidates for the degree  of
Licentiate in Sacred Scripture may
be admitted to examination immedi-
ately thay have obtained the doctor-
ate in Sacred Theology; Lut candi-
dates for the doctorate shall mot be
admitved until a year after obtaining
the’ degree of Licentiate,
V. In the ination of
for the Doctorate in Sacred Seripture

Tdat
tes

Our decrees, which We hope will be
abundant. To this end let them en-
degrees in this faculty those among
their clergy whom they see to be
endowed with a special tasta and
aptitude for special Liblical studies,
and let them consider those who pos-
sess these degrees as specially quali-
fied for the office of teaching Scrip-
ture in the Seminaries.

Given at Rome at St. Peter's, un-
courage and aid in the attainment of
der the ring of the Fisherman, on the
23rd day of February, Feast of St.
Peter Damian, in the yvear 1904, the
first of Our Pontificate.

A. CARD MACCHTI,

TWO IRISH SAINTS —Elsewhere
we have a list of leading Irish anni-
versaries, of historical character,
that mark the month of April. The
name of St. Laserian is mentioned,
and as his story may not be familiar
to some of our readers, we deemed it
well to give a brief sketch of it; and
before  so doing to briefly mention
another Irish Saint, whose patronal
anniversary comes in the same month
We will begin with the shorter ac-
count of the two, and the one that
takes precedence in the chromological
order,

St. Tigernach was baptized by
Conlath, Bishop of Kildare, St. Brid-
git being his god-mother. He found-
ed the famous Abbey of Clones, in
the County Monahan, where he fixed
his Episcopal See, now united
Clogher. He
St. Laserian, Bishop of Leighlin,
was the son of Cairsi and Blitha, per
sons of high distinction in Treland,
who entrusted

to
died in 550.

his educatioa from
his infancy to the ALbot St. Murin,
He afterwards travelled to Rome, in
the days of Pope Gregory the Great,
by whom he is said to have heen or-
dained priest. Soon after his o
turn to Ireland, he visited Leighlin,
a place situated a mile and a  half
west of the River Barrow, where St.
Gobah was then Alibot, who resigned
to him his Abbacy, built a little cell
for himself and a small number
monks.

of
A synod being soon after
assembled there, St. Laserian strenu-
ously advocated the Catholic time
of celebrating Easter; but not being
able to confute his opponents, he
took another journey to Rome, where

Pope Honorius consecrated him Bi-
shop, without alloting to him any
particular See, and made him his

legate in Treland. Nor was his com-
mission fruitless, for after his return
the time of observing Easter was re-
formed in the South of Treland. St.
Laserian died on 18th April, and was
buried in his own Church, which he
had founded.

An Age of Vulgarity.

—

The leading article by ‘‘Augustus’”
in New York Observer
“Vulgarity.” The following extracis
will afford a good idea of its driit:

the 18 on

“There is vulgarity manifested in
the thought, manners and practices
of the present age in our country

which calls for criticism and rebuke,

It is prominent in literature, con-
versation, and behavior, in that
intercourse which is necessitated by

public travel, and in
manner by the advertising that meets
us at every turn. Politeness is a

a conspicuous

vanished art in public places. Weil
dressed men and women crowd, push
and jostle one another in wehicles

and cars; at entertainments, both re-
ligious and secular; and even in pri-
vate houses there is often a rudeness
and selfishness which contrast sadly
with the customs and behavious of
ordinary people a quarter of a cen-
tury ago. Unless something is soon
done to reform our manners and cor-
rect the habits of life in cities and
towns, the American people will ba-
come a nation of boors.

The reasons for all this vulgarity,
which is sweeping over the land, is
not far to seek. They are found in
a lack of early and careful home
training, in a cumberous and imper-

and

there will be this special conditi fect. system of education, which leads
that each candidate will expound a | principals in busi and s in
written thesis, sclected Ly himself, | schools to neglect those details  in

training and scholarship which main~
tain dignity and decorum, enforce re-

LOT No. 4—Worth $30.00 and

Jin Murphy Gompany

LIMITED.

Everything New
For Easter!

We are now showing an aggregation of
Novelties for Easter practically unlimited
in range of variety, and combining the
vital features of High-Class Style and
Quality with Genuine Price-cheapness. Our
EASTER MILLINERY
EASTER CLOVES and
EASTER NECKWEAR
are speclally noteworthy

An Easter ‘“‘Snap "’ in Ladles
Ready-to-Wear

SPRING COSTUMES

Worth nearly Double the .1
Price asked.

This is another money-saving ‘ chance '
resulting to the public at the right time
from over production. ‘I'here was an even

400 in the lot; the manufacturer had to
face sacrifice in any case, and & quick cash
offer on our part for the whole assoriment,
closed the bargain on such terms that we
can sell them this week at the undernoted
figures.
finest Cheviots, Fancy Mixtures, Brown,
Black ; and Navy Tweeds, tailor-made in
high-class style and handsomely trimmed :

LOT No. 1—Worth $16.00. Our Special

The suits are all made of the

price, this weex ...,

$9.60

LOT No. 3—Worth $18.560 and $20. Our

Special price, this weeek . . .

...811.00

LOT No. 3—-Worth $25.00 and $27. Our

Bpecial price, this week .....814.50
332.50.
Our 8pecial price, this week,.§18.60

Mail Orders Caretully and Promptly Filled

THE

JOAN MURPHY - CONPANY

LIMITED.

2341 & 2843 8t. Catherine St.

Tel '2740 Up.

THE

* WESTMOUNT " "Gloves,

)

UGILVY STORE

AANAAAA A~

PRING STYLES ARE ALL HERE

Spring and Easter Styles are all

here In great variety. We price the
new Spring Cems of Fashion mod-
erately—lower than other
houses.

NEW BASTER GLOVES

dry goods

NEW EASTER GLOVES.

Thislsthe season of the year when

every lady musi have a new pair o
Cloves. We havea full assortment
of the very |atest styles and color

“PREMIER " Gloves, in shades of brown,

tan, mode, gray, beaver shades, gun
metal, black and white ; sizes 5§ to 7§;
with self and fanoy stitching.
Price cerrveieee BLBS
in ali the newest
shades, such as tan, mode, gray, beaver,
black and white ; sizes 5} vo 7}, with
self and fancy stitching ; pique
sewn, Price coeeee BLBO
seamless, in
pretty shades, such as tan, mode, gray,
brown, black and white ; all sizes.

Price,, .., e BLTS

SOME LEADING LINES

'N LADIES' WHITEWRAR

For tosday we have made two lead
ing lines In the Whitewear Depart.
ment, lines that wil| astonish youat
thelow prices marked.

LADIES' GOWNS, made in good cotton,

Empire style, nicely trimmed with em-~
broidery and insertion, others with round
yoke of fine tucks, hemstitched frill
around yoke, high neck; others with
high neck, yoke of insertion and em-
broidery frill, different sises ; re-

galar $1.10. Special....,,.,

ceeves 8%@
LADIES'S DRAWERS, made of good cet-

ten, with deep frill, hemstitched tucks,
others with desp hem and tuvks;
regular s3c, Bpecial, per pair,... S35e

IS A, OBILVY & SONS,

§t. Catherine and Mautann Sts,

Centenary of Pape St. Gregory the
Great in Westminster Cathedral, on

HIS IDEA.

‘“Now, Harry,”” said the teacher of

the juvenile class, ‘‘what is the meal A
we eat in the morning called 7"*

““Oatmeal,”’ was the little fellow's

prompt reply.

R

AN IMPOSING CELEBRATION.

The celebration of the thirteenth '

ing




