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The Pre-Raphaelites.
By Alice Blythe Tucker Wilcox.

Five years ugo, while etudying in
Oxford LUniversity, 1 saw in Keble
College a picture about which I then
knew nothing, but before which I
stood a long time in deep admiration
and sincere interest. The impression
it”" made on me Wwas such that the
next day,: and for many days follow-
ing, | spent time studying it, al-
ways finding in it some new beauty.
This picture was Wm. Holmanm Hunt’s
“ 7he Light of the World.”

As one looks at the camvas, one’s
first thought is likely te be of the
unusual character of Christ's face.
Painters who have endeaored to de-
pict the sorrow of Christ as He
thinks of the sin of the world, have
usually given the expression of grief
only to the eyes, while the brow and
cheeks remain fair and amooth. Hunt
is truer in his conception. The face
is lined and seamed with grief, while
a deep compassion makes beautiful
the eyves. It is a face of peculiar
and impressive unselfishness and
yearning, and as such it makes a

strong appeal to the beholder. The

door before which Christ stands,
anxiously knocking, is overgrown
with ivy and fennel, the nails
and bolts are rusted, the sill
is choked with weeds—all emblematic-
al of the world's forgetiulness of the
things of the spirit. Fverything in
the picture is symbolical, and yvet
there is no detail that does not seem
perfectly natural. Instead of the
conventional halo, the full moon
shines behind Christ’s head, and its
rays, coming through the low boughs
of an orchard, whose apples, emblems
of the fall, strew the foreground,
blend with the light from the lan-
tern with strange and beautiful ef-
{ect. Christ’s seamless white robe
typifies the united church of His fol-
lowers; the jewelled clasps of the
mantle, one sqguare and one round,
the old and new Testaments. The
golden crown of our L.ord is en-
_twined with the thorns of the cruci-
fied Saviour, and it is significant of
the continued sin of the world that
from the latter new leaves are sprout-

ing.
The painter'’s methods were most
painstaking and unusual. Te get

the light of the background as he
wished it to be, Hunt painted out of
doors in an orchard every moonlight
night for three months, from nine
o'clock till five. While working in
his studio, he darkened one end of
the room, put a lantern in the hand
of his lay-figure, and painted this in-
terior through a hole in the curtain.
Again, to get the exact effect. of the
moonlight and lantern-light com-
bined, as it appears in the foreground
of the picture, he let the moon's rays
gtream into the room to mix with
those from the lantern. 1'or three
long years the artist labored at this
picture, and when it was finished,
Ruskin pronounced it to be ‘“ The
most perfect instance of expressional
purpose, with technical power, which
the world has yet produced.””

Hunt was one of a small group of
young artists who were determined to
free English painting from many of
the conventionalities which prevented
artists from painting what they saw,
and from giving free rein  to the
beauty of imacination. 1t had be-
come an accepted belief that onlv by
constant copyving of Raphael ar
great contemporaries could a painter
develop his  powers One evening,
the home of John Toverett Millais

at .
Dante (tabriel

Hunt and his friend
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from frescoes in the Campo Santa, al
time of Raphael. The simple devo-
tional spirit and the realism
sign and execution
strongly the three artists, and they
then and there banded themselves in-
to what they called the Pre-Raphael-
Brotherhood.
be true to nature as they saw it, and
to the promptings of their own

guidance of any school, but turning
conventionality

work met at
first with the severest possible crit-

and beauty,
Millais and
the subjects

are peculiarly

of conception,

and the care in detail
come of the highest
characteristic

““ Iovervhody
Ruskin, referring to his pictures, and

1d his

same appeal to both the skilled

The Light of the World.

Holman Hunt, 1827—.

unskilied in are¢ and 1ts nterpreta
tion as does l.ongfellow’'s poetry 1n
the realm of literature.

IRossetti’s pictures, while exquisite
in form and coloring, and very beauti-
ful in themselves, were usually paint-
ed to illustrate one of his poems,
which should be read to understand
fullyv the subject.

While the TI're-Raphaelite DBrother-
hood soon disbanded, the effect of its
ideals still lives. Not only through
it has Knglish painting gained in
simplicity and freedom, but all other
arts have felt the salutary influence
of these three brave spirits, Hunt,
Millais, and Rossetti, who determined
that theyv would not be bound by
meaningless tradition »

The Women’s Institute
Convention at Guelph.

The keyvnote of President Creel
man's welcoming address to the Wo
men's Institute, at the Guelph (on
vention (Dec. 8th), was " Do things "
e considered that the W, 1 1S ac

complishing much, but reminded his

hearers that thege is a great  field

e o8

before them An this countrv we
are just on the edge of thinegs,” he
said Our aim  should he to raise

the standard along all lines of farm
production, and the women can  help
to brineg this ahout. if thev will. The

Macdonald Institute is flourishine he

c~use the idea has gone abroad that
the women of the country should be

trained for their work. ‘I'he authori-
ties at Guelph want the farm girls in
the Institute. They do not want

them to be crowded out by town and
city girls, but, in order that they
shall not be, it is nccessary that ap-
plication be made early, even months
ahead.

Mrs. Talcott, of Bloomfield, replied
happily to the address of welcome.
Service, she considered the greatest
work of all. ‘““ What can you do
with your gifts and accomplish-
ments 2’ is the grand question.
Things have not been accomplished
by the dreamers. The W. 1. has
talked much about housing, feeding,
and the comfort of people. There are
deeper questions, not of material

prosperity, but of efficiency. The
trouble with us all is the lack of a
high conceit. If each felt that he or

she could make a bit of the world

more sweet: if each should say, ““The

world has need of me or I would not

be,”” what might not be accom-

plished ?

REVIEW OF THE YEAR'S WORK.
There was a renewed note of con-

fidence this year in the customary
address of the Superintendent, Mr.

Putnam, on ‘‘The Noars Work”
The W. I., he said. ! done enough
to disprove some I | ttements
made by the fearful b hiave  been

watching—enough to demonstrate
{hat, as an institution, it ‘‘ means
something.”’ Iducators and legisla-
tors have not realized the necessity of
taking especial information to the
homes for the education of the home-
maker It is little wonder., then,
that women have taken adyantage of
the privileges afforded by the w. I,
and the influence may be seen to-day,
even in the remotest districts, in im-
proved homes and greater hope for
the future. With less manual lahor
and a little more thought, the family
is accomplishing more with better-
prepared food, the amily  is  better
nourished: and, with better manage-
ment, more time is left for reading
and recreation. Subjects for con-
versation have been extended by the
topics afiorded by the W. 1.: the
mother gains a renewed interest in
home duties, and is enabled to give
greater attention to some of those
things that make for greater interest
and happiness. Above all, a spirit
of inquiry is being developed.

Mr. Putnam then gave a list of
statistics pertaining .to Tnstitute

work. I.ast vear, he said, there was
a membership of 13,841, with an at-
tendance of 286,000, Fle did not

see anv reason why the local societies
should not have an especial room of
their own in ecach district, in which
Institute literature and other help-
ful literature might he kept. Such
a room might he used not only for
meetings, hut for social evenings, he-
side

The W. 1 has done considerable
work in visiting schools and ma%ing
suggestions to the trustees regarding
the sanitary conditions and the
heautifving of buildines and grounds.
This is a work which might he in-
definitelv extended A great field is
aleo  afforded  hy congideration of
home sanitation, pure water H"PN."'
Personal  hyeiene, architecture. and
the tncteful furnishing of the home,
as well as the great duties, the train-
ine of ¢hildren and annortionment of
the richts and resnonsihilities of the
different memhers of the home Pur-
ine the past decade, over ‘_(mn_(\ﬂn
fmigigrants have come to this coul




