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on the highway, and the women in the house, who
seldom, if ever, get time to g0 to the woods, often
over a mile from the house.

; 5. It has been urged that the wood-lot  will

o B guard us against a fuel famine, and that it is as
4 profitable a crop to grow as any on the farm.

! ; One might as well sayv that a farmer shouldn’t

sell all his wheat, for fear there would be a flour
famine, or that the citizen of O1d London shouldn't
cat his last pound of mutton, or burn his last
/. scuttle of coal, for fear he couldn’t get another.
i It an acre of soil will grow firom ten to fifty
dollars’ worth of produce over all expenses, is it
not penny wise and pound foolish to continue grow-
ing a crop of wood which, according to the best
estimates, will not net over three or four dollars
{ ) rer acre per year, and generally much less ? A
f cord of the best wood in a tree here is not worth
more than four dollars, and, according to estimat s
of foresters, it takes a good thick stand of trees
to produce a cord per acre per year. As long as
i there is fuel in the world at all, it will be avail-
able for the buying, and as yet there is no serious
sign of its failing. It is quite possible that with-
in a few heat

years we can our homes with elec-
tricity supplied by wind or water-power, to sav
nothing of our vast stores of peat and natural
(. 31 gas. J0 ML BURNS
] ! Perth Co., Ont
{ . Forestry for Farmers.
1 ’ ) Fditor '* The Farmer's Advocate '

: On nearly every farm there are a few acres of
i land unfit for growing agricultural crops. It mayv
| consist  of swamp, steep hillsides, stony fields,

Xz

] e worn-out sand or odd broken corners inconvenient,
to cultivate. In Canada such land remains cov-
ered with brush, poor timber or scanty pasture.
In European countries, where farmers, through in-
tensive settlement, have been driven to make the
highest possible profit from every acre, such land
is kept producing a crop of timber, There are
many advantages in this policy of raising timber—
the timber growth indirectly benefits the farm and
community, and the wood produced vields a rev-
enue.

Other conditions

TS

e

VI

being equal, a country in
which there is a small proportion of timber-land,
not less than 10 per cent., preferably nearer 20
‘ per cent., is a more agreeable one in which to live,
i and a more profitable one in which to farm,
| a district which has been cleaned quite
trees.
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Kellogeg, of the United States IPorest Service,
vestigated the influcnce of shelter-belts in
and came to the conclusion that they

| ~helter Crops one the leeward
| foot in height of the This breaking
B | the wind protects crops from bheing heaten
f by gales, and decreases the evaporation
moisture Experiments made by I, IJ

the University of Wisconsin Fxperiment
show that the evaporation from the soil 200 feet
to the leeward from g wind-break 41 per cent,
more than at its base, and at a distance 300
feet is 60 per cent. more Where the soil is drey
and light, it would thus pay to have a wind-bregk
or shelter-belt in such a location to provide
t protection from the prevailing winds A wood-lot,
or shelter-helt alwavs a valuable protection fo
the orchard, garden and farm buildings

REGULATIES WATERFI.OW
hilly the

in-
Kansas,
provided
for rod to for every
up of
down
of  soil
KNing, at

Station,

trees

18

of

as

1S

In a country presence of wood-lots

tends to regulate the waterflow. Where  the land

IT'HE FARMER'S ADVOCATE

Where there is no timber on a farm there \\'illl be
but few birds, but where there is a wood-lot birds

will congregate and breed. ‘
The above are the more indirect

advantages of
maintaining a certain growth of timber on a farm.

R7-year-old Plantation of White Pine.
gravelly soil, in Towa.
high,

On The trees are 40 to 50 feet

with a diameter of 12 to 14 inches.

The great direct advantage lies in the production
at home of a constantly-increasing quantity and
improving quality of timber, always available for
fuel or building purposes. It is an additional
profitable crop on a farm secured from land which

Dense Growth of Young Trees.
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A Typical Run-down Wood-lot.
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FOUND 1866
partially-decayed trees remain, wirh an  undep.
growth of ironwood, blue beech, balsai, and othe,
less valuable species. Where the pasture is Worth
more than the timber and other advantageg nameg
above, it is inadvisable to try to 1mprove  ty,
wood-lot, for wherever stock are allowed to Das-
ture reproduction of valuable trees is imDOSSib]e.

Where stock graze they browse ofi the
pack the soil and encourage a heavy
prevents the starting of young trees
the pasture is not good, and is not worth morg
than the improvement of the wood-lot, it is gooqd
business for the farmer to take steps to put  hig
timber or waste land in shape.
IF'orest  operations on farms
classes : the improvement
existing, and the starting of
where there are not at present
The first necessity in the
wood-lot is the shutting out of all stock, to give
the young chance to grow, Stock  wilp
need to be kept out several vears, until the repro-
duction has reached such a size as to be beyong
danger of damage The second point is to remove
the poorest trees; the weed species which do not
furnish valuable as ironwood, beech,
birch and balsam.  The cutting of these may bhe
done in one secason, or in several, according tp
the desire the owner. Their removal and the
absence of stock will give the trees l‘f‘main‘mg 5
chance to seed up the open spaces with Valuable
species, such as elm, maple, oak, basswood, pine,

young treeg
504, which
But, Wherg.

fall into tw()‘
of wood-lote ulread\,
plantations on japg
enough {reag,

mprovement  of a

trees a

wood—such

of

and others which grow rapidly and produce
merchantable timber. As soon as the mature
trees of the more valuable species have covered

the ground with a4 thick stand of seedlings, they
should be removed in order to save what timber
remains in them. On the greater part of the
wood-lots remaining in the country the mature
timber standing is deteriorating year by year, so
that keeping it is, except where prices are going
up rapidly, poor economy The programme out-
lined above, a mere application of common sense,
may cover a period of several vears, until all the
old timber has been removed at g profit, and un-
til the ground is covercd with a thrifty reproduc-
tion of young timber The most important point
in the programme to cut out the poor species
first, so that the reproduction may be of valuable
species After the old timber has heen removed
there will he a gap of a period of years, during
which nothing or value can be cut from the wood-

1S

lot, but this gap will not be so long as it will be
on those farms where no plans are being made for
the continuance of timber Several  acres  of
thrifty voung timber, even if it cannot be cut at
a prolit, will have o sale value and will enhance
the price of a farm This influence will be greater
In a few vears, when the decrease in the supply
of hardwoods hecomes more pparked
ANNUAL GROWTIL PER ACRE,

A well-stocked wood lot on fair soil will pro-
duce 11; to 3 cords of wood per acre per year.
This would mean that lanaging ;4 ten-acre wood-
lot, on the hasis outlined above, cutting the ma-
ture timber, letting the voung prowth take its
place, would provide an annual crop of 15 to 30
cords of wood, and vet leave the wood-lot in bet-
ter condition, ror if the process of selection were
continued there soon would bhe nothing left but
perfect  specimens  of valuable trees—all readily

sulable for timber,
CORPORATIONS AND COMMUNITIES GROWING

In United States and Canada imany corpora-
tions and communitics have figured that they can
plant trees for (imber and realize good interest
on the land and capital involved. Chief among
these are (he Canadian ’acifie Railroad, D’ennsyl-
vanla Railroad, and (he State of New York., The
larmer is in g hetto position than any to plant
trees for a profit : he does not buy land as do the
corporations, hut uses land which, in {he majority
of cases, would otherwise he waste ITe does not
Pay so hichly for (he labor, and for the few days’
work which (he operation takes on the ordinary
farm, incurs no actual cac<h outlav \1 present
the farmer of - Ontario, Quebee and the Western
P'rovinces do not tven have to huy the trees, but
can seeure them free from the I'rovincial and Fed-
eral Governnen and can pet with the trees ex-
pert advice and assistance for their planting.

SOMERETURNS FROM TRER-PLANTING

Planting is of such recent date on thig cob-
tinent that bhut fw mstances can he riven of ac-
tual result \ lew examples are given here to
show W hat e ht Iyer r\}uwfvtl from well ln:lnﬂged
plantations

In the spring of 1591 one-third of an acre of
good land was plant,.q With two-year-old seedlings
of American ol g Brandon, Man.; 1,613 trees
were st out at o distance apart each way of 3
feet, In 1903, oiter 12 vears, there were 805
trees standing, with yp average height of 25 feet.
\ecepting g length of 7 feet and a top diameter
of 2 inches as the minimum size for a post, 350
trees were too sniall for posts, 4960 were large
enough for ope post each, and 85 were large
enough for two posts oneh The total number of
Posts  was 660 for one-third acre, or 1,930 per
aere Vialuing (1he posts at 10 cents each, the
plantation was ‘m‘}, S198 0N per acre when 12
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