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FARMER’S ADVOCATE.i

! eight hours, and their saccharine richness 
tested. An important l>eet-root grower in the 
North of France states, that to have roots rich 
in sugar, the soil should have the manure well 
plowed in during the winter, and only lightly 
til ed during spring, to be sparing in the use of 
fertilizing agents, and never apply liquid or 
pulvundent matures to the growing crop. Ma­
tured. not monsti r roots, is the object to be 
kept in view.

French agrienl1 crisis decline to purchase 
juano in its natural state, and insist on its 
hist being treated by sulphuric acid, which 
ensures the solubility of the insoluble phosphoric 
su'd, and consequently the immediate action of 
manures.

formed, forty-eight per cent., showing the 
great rapidity of change in the stalk, from 
soluble to insoluble matter. From these 
solid facts it appears that grass at the first 
blossoming contains all the nutriment that 
the stalks and seed both contain after ripen­
ing. And it follows, that if the farmer will 
ent his grass when its nutritive matter is 
most digestible, his animals will thrice as 
well upon it as upon ripe hay with a liberal 
allowance of grain. From a number of ex­
periments upon Indian corn, we found that 
if it were cut when the kernal had first taken 
form, and set with the butts in damp earth, 
the car would ripen from the nutriment con­
tained in the stalk, the kernels being plump. 
It is thus certain that those stalks contained 
all the nutriment afterwards forming the 
grain. And corn sown for fodder, if cut at 
the time of full tasseling, will contain all the 
nutriment of ripened corn, and in a soluble 
and digestible condition. If stock farmers 
in the grass , districts, where grain is not so 
easily raised, would always cut grass in blos­
som, their animals might be kept in fine con­
dition upon it alone. We have known liber­
al quantities of milk to 1h given upon clover 
and timothy hay alone, but in all cases early 
cut.

and constant exercise. It may not be alto­
gether amiss to say that this power of obser­
vation, although named last, is perhaps the 
most important to a farmer. In this won­
drous world, this panorama, as it has been 
called, of thought and action, of forces, cur­
rents, growth, decay, special beauties are 

’presented to the agriculturist, but, alas!— 
while many see, few observe.

Millions see only and never acquire the 
habit of detecting good in what they see, so 
as to use it, or of evil so as to shun it.

It is this power of observation, trained, 
exercised, which in agriculture lias done so 
much ; it has reclaimed exhausted lauds and 
fertilized barren soil, improved tools and ma­
chinery, and raised the value of stock.

To this may be traced the development of 
agricultural chemistry. The phenomena of 
vegetation and the chemical constitution of 
substances had previously been observed.

To young men about to enter on the noble 
'profession of agriculture, the foregoing is of 
value. Too many enter on its pursuit with 
the idea that it is easily attained, that suc­
cess is an affair very much of chance, of wea­
ther, of cheap or dear land, or of n arket 
value of products. While, doubtless, there 
is an element of truth in such thoughts, it 
ought to he ever borne in mind that no occu­
pation requires more constant exercise of 
mind and body ; that the better educated the 
fanner is, the more he maintains and in­
creases his knowledge, the more he becomes 
acquainted with natural and physical science, 
the more his reasoning faculties will be 
aroused, and his ability to observe increase.

His observations should ho recorded and 
studied. There is great practical ntility in 
the well known saying of Captain Cuttle, 
“ When found, make a note of.”

\\ ith this enhanced power to observe, and 
to reason of the matters observed, the far­
mers will he in a better position not only to 
follow the simple rule already given, but by 
taking avail of any of the adventitious cir­
cumstances named, he will elevate his noble 
profession and himself.—Scottish Farmer.

WHY THERE IS SO REMEDY FOR TUB POTATO
DISEASE.

In reply to an assertion in the London 
Magazine, that our ignorance of a ’satisfac­
tory remedy for the potato disease is rather 
a stigma upon modern science, an eminent 
naturalist retorts that the investigations ne­
cessary to determine the desired remedy re­
quire large expenditures of tithe and'money, 
and that, if those who are practically inter- 
•csted in the subject —our Governments, or 
the farmers—do not think it sufficiently 
worth their attention to induce them to 
ploy scientific men for the special object of 
working out this problem, the omission to do 
so cannot lie imputed to the latter. Very 
little, indeed, so far as we know, can he done 
to arrest the disease, from the fact that the 
infection spreads so rapidly that the first in­
timation of its presence may be the destruc­
tion of the crop in *n entire field.

It is said that potatoes escape with little 
or no disease in the neighborhood of chemi­
cal works, which is due possibly to the effect 
of the sulphurous acid or other gases that are 
noxious to the fungus growth, without injur­
ing the more highly organized potato plant. 
The application of finely divided sulphur is 
bonefieial here as in other plant diseases. It 
is stated that, if as soon as the disease has 
attacked the fields, the stems be all cut down 
close to the ground, the infection will not 
extend to the tubers ; and when the crop is 
nearly ripe this may he a judicious applica­
tion, but it necessarily has the effect to stop 
any further growth. ‘Even in this case, how­
ever, the potatoes may l>e serviceable for seed 
for the coming year.

After reviewing all that has lieen said 
the subject, Mr. Thistleton Dyer comes to 
the conclusion that, the only way in which 
there is any reasonable hope of relief from 
the scourge is in obtaining early maturing 
kinds.

August, in England at least, is the month 
when the disease is worst, especially if the 
weather lie both wet and warm. If the crop 
can be secured liefore this period, the evil 
will be avoided. The production of early 
kinds, so as to cause a systematic improve­
ment, is possible only with time united to 
skill and patience.
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AKEEP FROM AX ACRE.

A pair of farm horses will consume in a 
year til tons of hay and 270 bushels of oats, 
their daily ration being IS pounds of hay and 
1"2 pounds of oats each. It will take 14 to 
lt> acres of average land to raise this amount 
of fodder. A cow will.consume 18 pounds of 
hay and C> pounds of corn ineal daily, equal to 
3.1 tons of liay and 40 bushels of corn, allow­
ing for toll for grinding it, per year. This 
will require about 4 acres of average land. 
One acre of good com land will produce 

gh grain and stalks to keep a cow during 
a year. This estimate, which is deduced 
from practice, accords elsewhere, as gathered 
from statistics, which prove that eight 
of land are needed to support a horse during a 
year in Belgium and Holland— countries 
which, as regards the supply of food, arc self- 
sustaining. There would lxi no practical 
difference between the crops mentioned and 
others that might be chosen, for the 
that more prolific crops require a greater 
amount to be consumed to yield an equal 
sustenance, with less prolific, but more nu­
tritious crops. The most economical single 
crop to raise for feeding animals is corn, when 
the whole stalks are well cured and properly 
used.—A. Y. Tribune.
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June grass, which is considered almost 

worthless for hay, is excellent for pasture, 
and would he for hay if cut when in blossom. 
If farmers would study all the different 
grasses, sow only those that ripen at the same 
time in the same field, and cut them at the 
proper stage of maturity, they would he able 
to give their stock a greater variety of food, 
anil all of the best quality. It must lie re­
membered that after blossoming, every day 
decreases the amount of digestible nutriment 
and increases the indigestible woody fiber. 
Prompt attention to this matter means stock 
in good condition next spring, hut delay 
means poor cows, poor colts, poor calves and 
poor profits.- Lit'e Stock Journal.
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; FROM CONTINENTAL CORRESPONDENCE OF IOWA 
'homestead.”

The annual Horse Show has just taken place, 
and as usual in the Palace if Industry, Paris, 
France, marks progress, a’thougli not ho great 
as wai to be expected. The prizes offered 
divided into five c iv-ses, for elraught and saddle 
horses, and the age of the anima’s limited, four 
to six years old, as also their height, hut r.o 
distinction is made, as hitherto, as to their dis­
trict of origin. For the fust time a prize has 
been opened for horses suited to army purposes, 
and twenty-eight competitors have thus en­
tered the list. There are also exhibit- d fourteen 
Corsican ponies, the most diminutive of their 
class ever rven. The animals on a whole are 
light, ai d not specially remarkable in a carriage 
point of view. There are 1G4 entries and 81)

SOWING PEAS IN THE FALL.

“ Kuralist” writes the Titrai New Yorker 
that “it is to be supposed that everybody 
knows that the pea will grow in very cool wea­
ther, and the seed sprout at a very low temper­
ature ; consequently, market gardeners sow, 
for an early crop, as soon as the seed can begot 
into the ground in spring. This p an has al­
ways been the extent of my efforts towards se­
curing an early crop ; hut I have to own up 
that for once I am beaten ; for two of my 
neighbors informed me to-day that they had 
peas up audgrowing finely just as 1 was get­
ting ready to plant. Upon inquiring how it 
was done, I learned hat the seed was sown last 
fall, and remained in the ground uninjured 
during the winter. 1 have sown tomatoes, let- 

exhibitors, of whom five represented two-’birds tuce, spinach and a few other vegetable seeds 
of the animals exhibiteel, G3 are breeelers, 15 in the fall in oreler to gain time, hut never trieel 
landed proprietors, and 11 horse-dealers. ^ Nor peas; still, as I am not too old or too bigote I to 
inanely and the district of Pi itiers contribue el learn anything useful, 1 wi l try not to be out- 
84 tier cent of the total entries: it is on the rich elone on the pc*a question next year.” 
pasture lands of these parts of France that the

I
CROP AM) MARKET REPORTS—WHEAT.

The*Ncw 4 ork Produce Exchange lb porter 
says “ advices from the winter wheat grow­
ing States are encouraging for their crop ; in 
most sections the plant, is looking healthy, 
though very backward. It ill generally well 
set, and the season on the whole lias not been 
unfavorable for its growth. From the North 
West the crop is represented as very back­
ward, and the plant looks far from healthy ; 
hut everything now depends upon the 
ther, and it would lie useless to express any 
opinion of the future."

deports from California, it is said, fully 
confirm those previous!)- received; “it is 
very evident that, with the same acreage, 
the yield will he less than fifty per cunt, of 
last year’s crop ; but if we add the increase 
ill area under cultivation, it will he safe to 
assume that their surplus will he about half 
the quantity they had last season,, provided 
there is no increase in the domestic 
tion.”

-

CORN IN HILLS AND DR 11.13.
f i At tile Michigan agricultural college til 

IStiti two plots of land set apart, sub­
stantially equal in character of soil, each 
measuring forty-eight rods in width, 
ground was ploughed May 5th, and 
was spread evenly and worked m by culti­
vatin' and harrow.

Yellow Dent corn was planted May 21st 
in rows four feet apart ; one of the plots 
being planted in hills, the other in drills. - 
The plots were cultivated and hoed .June 
15th, and again July 7th ; the plants being 
thinned so a.s to leave the same number of
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n breeding, &e., of horses is concentrated, and 

where mqst of crossing with English horses 
takes place. In other districts it is Arab, A correspondent of the Vermont Fanner gives 
or rather Oriental blood, that holds sway. ! his method of convening a mown* into^a feed 
Those persons in England and the States who j cutter &s follows: Place the machine standing 
admire the Norman h- rse or percheron, may be i upright on the hack end. and brace it firmly, 
astonished to learn that the French themselves j'ihen brace the bar so that it will be steady, 
do not consider that race to be the finest in the j and fit a board on the top of the fingers of the 
world, and are still seeking “ the ideal.” It is j guard bar that the hay cannot gtt over the 
a mother, but not a perfect race, for the per* \ bar. Then make a table to feed on. Throw 
rheron lacks uniformity and homogenity. ! the machine into the gear, put the hay on the 
English blood would remedy these defects, j table and tuui the wheel. The hay is fed 
and produce a type more powerful and less j against the under side of the bar. With a 
heavy, more active and enduring, while retain- j horse power and belt to the wheel this makes a 
ing the largeness of bone and fullness of muscle. ! first rate power feed cutter, doing the work fa^t 
In Brit* any there is an excellent breéd of ! and well, 
horses compact, muscular, powerful and endur­
ing, admirably adapted for general service, rc- farming in new Hampshire.
quiring only the introduction of Arab or English i’]ie Minor and Former says: --Farmers are 
blood to give it a cleaner look and a lighter determined to Fell out in the back towns of 
movement. e . ; our State; they have lost all hope of getting

Germany is as rapidly going ahead m the : ahead by cultivating the soi*, and they have no 
manufactureof beet root sugar as Prance; she fcar. J ,l„ilv4 wor.-e. We hear of frvqmnt 
posser-sea no less than olfactories; but French s:l!,.s „f fanu8 to be turned into pasture, and 
cultnators are not falling asleep respecting tlieir owners seeking other occupations in the 
ameliorations in this branch of industry _ they ,.itieg anil xin \Ve must say that many of
have ha-1 shows and trials of the various impie- t>,,m ar(. too ,'lIw.ty. aml will regret their acts, 
me,its connected with the culture and lifting „t H,dd ou a litt]„ loinger amt see if by cultivating 
beets -, they now wish to solve the complex lvsa nrea an<1 ,n a better manner, and turning 
qms on o H aciion <> manures on that t<, i mature and to winds the hardest and&&S2 s ■■•“fir <■-«..■- —- •*—>. *»
Each competitor is to furnish a quantity i f his not IOUOW- 
preparation sufficient for half a rood, as well as 
two pounds of the same rs sample, with analy- ' 
sis, and which will be sealed and placed under 
lock and key. The commission will vive a Iu d'V'A to inquiries about the Alsike clover 
“number” to each lot, so that no names wid we would say that it ought to be tried in a 
be known till the crop has been harvested. The s™"-!1 ":ly by farmers having cattle to pasture 
manure well be divided into two portions for and fodder. We regard it superior in quality 
quarter of a rood each,-applied to different to the ordinary red clover, and about equally 
soils; the seed will be sown the same day and a productive. The seed is for sale at all our 
similar process of cultivation adopted. The brst class seed stores. We think that it will 
roots will be 1-fted end weighed w-ithin fortv- be generally introduced after a trial

stalks on each plot, including an equal dis 
tribution of plants throughout the subdi­
vision of the plots. As nearly as possible 
each of the two plots received the same am­
ount of labor in cultivation. The stalks 
were cut at the bottom September 17th, and 
stocked in good order ; three weeks after­
wards the corn was husked anil weighed.— 
The stalks then again carefully stooked, and 

hauled and weighed, in good condition, 
October 12tli.

The corn on the portion planted in hills 
was better in quality than on that planted in 
drills. But the drilled portion produced 74 
1-ti bushels of shelled corn and three tons of 
stalks to the acre, against 65$ bushels of 
shellod corn and 2g tons of stalks per acre 
produced by the portion in hills.— JKnral 
World.

A FEED CUTTER.
t

;

! consump-
Ot-lier reports are not generally so 

favorable for winter wheat in the Atlantic 
States. The crop as a whole is spotted, and 
not making a good growth, and the prospect 
not so good as it was early in the spring.

i
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.-b were': LEST TIME TO C'VT GRASS.
To the stock farmer this is a question of 

great importance, unless he lives in that 
fertile belt where grass is green the year 
through, and his stock forage for themselves 
instead of requiring warm shelter and the 
best of prepared food. ISueh of our readers 
ns live in this belt of perennial green 
read this article and sympathize with tlieir 
less favored brethren.

The first point to determine is when grass 
contains the greatest amount of nutriment in 
a soluble and digestible condition. There is 
no doubt that grass ami all forage plants 
contain the most absolute nutriment at the 
time of the perfection of the seed, hut in per 
fueling the seed the stalk yields up its solu­
ble matter and becomes tough and woody, so 
as to ho nearly indigestible to the animal. 
It has also been determined by chemical 
alysis that Sit the Jjme of blossoming the 
grasses contain all the nutriment required to 
perfect the seed w ithout receiving anything 
more from the soil, and that by keeping the 
roots moist, and without, any earth, the seed 
will perfect itself. Wolff, the German chem­
ist, by careful analysis, found clover just in 
blossom to contain only twenty-live per cent, 
of crude fiber, but when seed was fully
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OBSERVE ! OBSERVE ! !
It is related of an English farmer that lie 

condensed his practical experience into this 
rule : —

“ Feed your land before it is hungry, rest 
it before it is weary, anil weed it before it is 
foul.”

Those words should be written in the heart 
of every man who desires to farm, and may 
go far to answer, in his mind, the question so 
frequently and so anxiously asked, “ Does 
farming pay ? ” 
eise of the qualities needful for success in ev­
ery occupation—untiring watchfulness and 
prudent care, knowledge, forethought, ener­
gy and economy, regularity, attention to lit­
tle tilings, personal supervision and observa­
tion—tills latter a power requiring education
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h an- The GcniUinionn Telegraph has the follow­

ing ; -V
5 The rule demands flic exer-! ’t ;
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