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Conditions in the West

By E. CORA HIND,

The third crop report issued by thé Free Press
on May 8, showed the wheat crop all seeded, and al-
ready <howing 17 to 4”. While th.; West had suf-
fered from heavy and almost continuous winds for
fully two weeks before the report was received, the
amount of re-seeding required, due to the drifting
of soll, was less than was expected,

In all, 177 puints in the three provfhces were heard
fiom und practically the only undesirable feature,
was the absence of rain. 30 polnts out of 65 in
Manitoba reported rain badly npeed, and only four
gaid that rain was not needed. In Saskatchewan, ])l
points were heard from. FEight rv;u_rrtul that rz?in
was hadly needed: 28 thet rain needed; and 19 that
yain would bhe welcome, the balance stated that no
yain was required.  Alberta is best off in the mat-
fer of moisture, as out of 21 points heard from,
only two state that rain is badiy needed; H pointis
state that it is needed and eight that it would be
woleome

Many points state that the sub soil had moisture
enough, bt whit was needed was rain to stimulate
growth and prevent drifting Since the report came
in there have been a number of heavy showers re-
ported,

The actual secding of wheat is fully three weeks
ahead of last year, but as the weather has been
pretty cool, the actual growth is not as far ahead
as that would indicate. In Manitoba about 70 per
cent of the oats are in and 50 per cent of the bar-
Jey. while in Saskatchewan, only 30 per cent of the
oats are in, and possibly 30 per cent of (he bar-
Jeyv, of course, little flax is as yvet seeded.

With regard to the increased acreage. In Mani-
toba 30 points report no increase in wheat, 29 points
report increases from |w|‘.(-(-nt to 25 per cent,
while a few points state that there was a decrease,
The increases in Manitoba are mainly in the north-

ern puart of the province, where previously oats have

bheen the principle erop, and 25 per cent increase in
wheat acreage from these districts would not mean
any very large area. In Saskatchewan, however,

the increase for the entire province will probably

e 20 per cent, possibly even a lJittle more, Out of
91 points heard from, only 8 reported no increase,
others report inereases all the way from H per cent
to 10 per cent. <y Alberta there will be practically
as great an oincrease, There will apparently not he
much increase in oacrcage secded to oats and bar-

Jlev, but there will be undonbtedly o heavy inecrease
in flax. much of it Zoing in on newly-broken land
Col. 1 1L Wayland, who came ont on special leave

ind to look after the distribution of a quan-

from I
tity of fibre flax seed fop the British Government

Jeft vesterday to rejoin the Canadian Forces in
France, Before doing so, he stated that all of the
reed had been very satisfactorily placed About 30.-

000 acres of the flax will be seeded in the Canadian
West ond about 1,000 bushels in the Province of On-
tario,

RYE.

There is a very considerable increase in acreage
gecded to winter rye in the Fall of 1917. It is rather
the irony of fate, that where it was put in on well-
cultivated summerfallow, very much of it has been
winter killed, but where it was put in in stubble it is
doing fine.® This is, of course, due to the very light
snowfalls along the southwestern portion of Mani-
1{oba and Saskatchewan, where many large areas are
lJocated. The stubble had the tendency to hold the
snow and afford the protection. The winter Kkilled
areas are being re-seeded to Spring rye, and this
means a very considerable amount of spring rye all
over Manitoba and to some extent in Saskatchewan.
The starting of the rye mill at Winnipeg having a
stimulating effect. 1t is mainly going in in dis-
tricts which suffered from drought last year, as
farmers have found that rye will stand dry weather
better than wheat. It is probable that even a great-
er acreage would have been seeded if seed could
have been obtained, but it is very scarce. Rye has
sold as high as $2.41 a bushel, but has recently suf-
fered a severe slump, dropping back to $2.00. It
nhas been recommended that the Board of Food Con-
trol or the Canadian Board of Grain Supervisors
fix the price of rye. Millers claim that in order
to make rye flour that will sell on an even bagis with
wheat flour, rye should not be more than $2.00 a
bushel. At the present time rye flour retails in
Winnipeg at 8 lbs. for 25 cents, while the new Gov-
ernment Standard flour is only slightly over 6 cents
& pound,

The flour hogs are being made to disgorge, and
it is very amusing. People are returning the flour
and the grocer does not want to take it back, and
the miller does not want to take it from the grocer,
however, the Food- Control Board has stated its or-
der, and it is claimed that they intend to have all
of the hoard that it is possible to secure. The latest
returns show that 189,000 barrels over and above the
ordinary sales, were made in the West in the three
weeks which intervened between the announcement
of the Standard flour and its coming into force. A
great deal of this flour is in the hands of aliens,
many of them alien enemies, and the general be-
lief is that the Royal North-West Mounted Police
are the only people who will ever secure it from them.

MILLS TO GIVE UP WHEAT.

The Roard of Grain Supervisors have been very

< laisy during the week also, and orders have been

flying like hail. On Wednesday orders were issued

to a number of millers stipulating the amount of
wheat that they must ship before the 24th of May.
In the case of the Western Canada Flour Mills and
Ogilvies, this amount was, 400,000 bushels each. Other
mills were ordered to ship smaller quantities. No
mill can npow buy a bushel of wheat without the per:
mission of the Board, and no permission will be giv-
en if the mill has ten days’ grinding on hand. On
the whole, the millers are accepting this order in
very good spirit. A more difficult task that the
Grain Supervisors have on hand is that of getting
from the farmers the balance of the wheat. They
have asked for additional power from the Govern-
ment, and it is very probable that any wheat found
in farmer’s hands after June 1st, will be commandeer-
ed and also that it will be commandeered at a low-
er price. The wheat like the flour, is much in th2
hands of aliens, and a careful investigation has re-
vealed that some of this wheat belongs to the crop
of 1915,

LIVESTOCK,
The livestock market has peen running wild this
week, and prices for well-fed steers went up to 17
cents a pound. The receipts of really choice stock

“are small and there is a keen demand.

TO FORCE FARMERS TO RELEASE
WHEAT.

Winnipeg, May 8.

The Board of Grain Supervisors for Canada issued
to-day a series of orders, numbers 37 to 43 inclu-
sive, dealing with the shipment of wheat to flour
mills in Canada. Order No. 43 reads:

“1—That no flour mill in Canada shall receive into
their mills. west of the Great Lakes, any wheat, with-
out securing permit from the Board of Grain Super-
vistors for Canada.

“2—That no permit will] be given to any mill that
has on hand sufficient wheat to Keep it in operation
for ten days.

“This order is in effect from May 10, inclusive.”

In a series of six orders, the Board of Grain Super-
visors then orders the shipment of various quantities
of wheat from elevators to miils, and the interchange
of Hl!lé']' quantities of wheat, representing excess
stocks, hetween various mills, all in Western Can-
ada.

The cxact amounts of wheat to be shipped are
specificd, and the time limit in which shipments
must he made, The disposition of 1,196,000 bushels

Is regulated in all.

NOT NEEDED IN U.S.

Washington, May 8.

Supplement its previous announcements of Febru=
ary 19 and March 21, the War Trade Board, after
consultation with the United Stateg Department of
Agriculture, to-day amnounced that on and 'after
May 6, 1918, exporters to Canada of corn to be used
for any purpose will not be required to present to the
Collector of Customs a grain inspeetion ceriilicate
endorsed by a federal grain supervisor, as required in
former announcements,

No change hag been made in the rule requiring
that al] applications for licences to export corn for
any purpose to Canada must be accompanied by a
Canadian import licence permitting the consignee
named in the application to import the quantity speci-
fied therein,

Exporters should not apply for an export licence
until they have received from the prospective im-
porter such import licence, which should be securely
pasted on the back of the application for an export
licence.

LAST WEEK'S REVIEW OF

Siles Stocks. Open.
1,292 Ames HOIdEDn ... 5@ weo ses wow oo 19
045 Do. pfd. ... .. o0 il e o e 57
430 Brazillion .s. sey sves wove gag s e 331%
2:416 DBromplom .s sww ws i wes wew ke wws 521%
162 Can: 'Cay sen sus wes oue sss @Hs  wwo 311
245 Do: BPEA: v s 95 336 won sme §es s TT13%

1,3}68 Can. Cement ... c.. wos ess ves sis 60
182 Do, DI, wow wvs suw ous sew ses mss  TI0

217 ‘Can, LoeO;: «wi s3s s3s wew sww e p6s b8
166 Can. Steamship ... 1e0 see 00 oo 40
176 DO, DR, wco sve owih sa% wow 558 s5% 6

310 Con. Smelting ... .c. (ee doe tee e 26
209 Dom. CANNErs ... ;s tee see sce oos 29
260 Dom. Iron pfd. ... +c. see sec eve oeo 90
7,411 Dom, Steel ... ces o5t vee oo o0 coe 601%
1,708 Dom. Textile' svs 5o wra owe ava 333 87%
415 Laurentide ... .4 +ie see' eee coe 165
1,126 Lyall ... ¢:¢ sce 0vs oee ®as tos oo 76
410 Maple Leaf ... eoe are voe ees s0ataae 971
687 Mont. POWer .., «ev soe aee ve. oo *76
856 Quebec RY. cue vec vor ove Boe vet v 18
1,085 RIOrdon ... see eee cct s0e oo 00 oo 122
395 Shawinigan ... ere pee s0. oee .. 112
386 Spanish River sses «1o soe cos ceo .. 15%
135 Do. pfd. «¢* coe see rqe oec ves oo Bl
10,330 Steel of Can. ..y sca see voe see sra 60
1,067 Wabasso Cotton .ee sce ses ses cea 30
2656 WayagamacKk see ees t0a oot ses ses 50
——BON
$11,100 Can. Loan (1926) .ee ses ses ver ree 4%

8,300 Can. Loan (1931) sece rvs vee ves ove 93%
38,300 Can. Loan (1937) sec coe see see v.e 93%4

——UNLISTED
ST0 Can.Felt .. ... oo a1 oot os 0ve e 6
1295 Tram. POWer ... svt vie soe mes vee con 24

*Ex-dividenad.

ACTIVE MONTREAL STOCKS,

— Month —  Last Net ——Year——
High, Low, sale, chge. High. Low.
2214 19 22 +3 2214 15
58% 57 58 + 3 58% 47
36 331 36 +23, 40 32
543 5214 D41y +13; 543 413%
311 30 30 —2 321 18%
T7% 1% 1% + 1 7814 491,
603 59% 6014 + 3 61 57
*90 *90 *90 unch. 91 90
593 58 59% +135 59% 58
40 39% 9% |, — Yy 43% 391,
76 76 76 unch. 781, 76
25 25 25 unch. .26 25
30 29 30 +13 30 233%
90 90 90 unch. 9114 88
63% 6014 6214 +23; 631¢ *53
913, 87T% 9114 +33 91% 803
165 165 165% +13 1651 152
79 76 78 +3 79 *62
98 97% 98 +1 98 *95
*7614 *76% *761% + 15 8014 6815
19 - 18 18% +2% 19% 15
123 120 120% unch. 123 11714
112 112 112 unch, 11614 *107
1514 14 14 —1% 16 13
51 51 51 —1 3% 50
60 60 64% + 454 65 *403,
40 30 39 T4 40 21
50 50 50 34 503, 50
DS—
94% 94% 97% unch. 95% 9314
9384 931 935 + 3% 93% 92%
93% 93 93%4 + % 9314 913%
SHARES— ‘
6 6 6 + 3 6 . 5
24 24 24 — 4% 33 2314

o
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