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REVIEW SECTION.
I.—CRITICISMS OX SOME OF TIIE ABLEST REPRESENT

ATIVE PREACHERS OF TIIE DAY.
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.0 Vil —REV. J01IK A. BROAD VS, D.D.
FART I.

I have named in my title a man with every natural endowment, ex
cept, perhaps, plenitude of physical power, to have become, had he 
been only a preacher, a preacher hardly second to any in the world.

A conjectural judgment like the foregoing, it is, to bo sure, almost 
always unwisely bold and hazardous to put forth. I simply record the 
impression which, after some familiarity acquired with the man him
self, seen and heard both in public and in private, and after no little con
versance with his productions in print, I find fixed and deepening in 
my mind concerning Dr. Broadus.

The natural course of treatment for adoption in the present paper 
obviously would be to attempt the justification of a claim so large, so 
extraordinary. But the basis of evidence supplied, on which in making 
the attempt, I could found, is, I confess, too narrow for mo discreetly to 
build an argument to such purpose upon it. Dr. Broadus has put 
himself in print as a preacher and speaker in only one collective volume 
of “Sermons and Addresses,” and his record of practical results accom
plished through labor in the pulpit is, though considerable, yet not impos
ing. Dr. Broadus is distinctively a scholar, distinctively a teacher, and 
besides, though less distinctively, an author. His preaching work has 
been incidental, rather than principal, in his career. He presents a 
conspicuous example, perhaps an example quite unique, in the living 
generation, of the man who, notwithstanding that this must be said of 
him, yet enjoys, and justly enjoys, among the well-informed, a national 
reputation as preacher.

As teacher of preachers, Dr. Broadus enjoys a reputation more than 
national. For his treatise entitled “ The Preparation and Delivery of 
Sermons ” has crossed the Atlantic, as well as mr Je the tour of this con
tinent, everywhere acknowledged to be one of the very best contribu-


