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THE “ TAIL ENDERS"

Fall fair prize lists along with lack
of discrimination in  placing the
awards in live stock classes, afford a
chance for a species of petty graft
that is demoralizing to the fair visi-
tor and cheapening to the reputation
of the fair. We refer to the awarding
of prizes to tail enders that are mark-
edly inferior but nevertheless get the
money because there is no other com-
petition for third and fourth places.

In almost every district of Canada
there are one or more farmers
who have herds of scrubby pure bred
cattle, animals that would disgrace
any breed. The owners of these herds
know that the classes in their particu-
lar breed will be short. Accordingly,
without giving their herds any extra
feeding or fitting, they drive them
into the fair ground, haul their en-
tries out in their respective clas s,
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of the animals, and go away with
third or fourth ribbons—because there
was no one else there to get them
We do not need to call attention to
special instances. The we have
stated is true of at least some
in almost fair in the country
t is true of our larger fairs. Even
so prominent a fair as that of Sher
brooke, Que., had a lot of
in the

case

class

every

ragged
particularly Holstein,

French-Canadian and Guernsey class

animals,

¢s, walking away with honors that
they did not deserve

Such entries lower the standard of
the fair. They give fair visitors a
poor opinion of pure bred cattle in
yeneral and of the breed that the tail
enders represent in particular I'hey
#o far to ofi-set the good work the
foir is doing in educating in the peo
ple of the district a love for better
live stock.

If judges were allowed to use their

discrimination in disqualifying mark
edly inferior

animals this demoraliz

ing graft would soon be done away

with. Such action on the part of the
judges would be of great advantage
to the , to the fair goer and to
the fair itself

CONFORMATION OR PERFORMANCE

Another consideration in the plac
ing of awards i dairy catle sections
that frequently comes up for discus
sion when judges get together, is
whether or not known performance

at the pail should be taken into con
sideration in the show ring

At the recent Canadian National
Exhibition this discussion was given
wdded interest by the presence in the
ting of Mr. Frederickson, of Den-
mark. He praised many things that

he had observed in Canadian dairy
little in our sy
show ring judging to commend it to

but saw em of

ing

him. He explained that in his own
country there were three classes of
judging at the fall fairs. 1In the first

place the cattle were judged on cone
formation as they are in this country

placed

were then given in the female

and  awards
Awards
classes to the cows that in public test

accordingly

had made the largest amount of milk
and butter in In the
third class the judge awarded 1o each
entry so many points
tion, so many points for known pro-
duction and the cow scoring highest
in the total was placed at the head of
the list. *In this way,” said Mr
Frederickson, ‘‘we endeavor to com-
bine judging by external evidences of
production with the truer test of per
formance at the pail.”’

We must admit that our system of
judging cattle on external evidences
of production alone, is not an ideal
or a perfect system. Nor is the pub
lic dairy test such as is conducted at
Guelph, Ottawa and Amherst much
nearer the ideal. The ideal dairy cow
15 the one that combines both desir
able conformation and great produc-
ing ability. The combination of these
two systems of judging dairy cattle
into one, would give us the ideal ; but
it presents many difficulties.

One of the greatest difficulties in

a certain time

for conforma-

generally with the active

the way of introd a score card

that would take account of
both conformation and production is
that all cows that are shown at our
fairs have not been officially tested
A still greater objection is that the
that
all been
ihle
cow might have

system

cows have been tested have not

ssted under the
conditions

most favor

For insta

producing ability of

a much higher standard than
but her

Iy her scor

anothe

record, and consequent

is not o high as is thut

f an inferior competitor because th

latter was tested by compatent
herdsmen.  Other cows might freshen
nd be tested at more favorable sea
sons of the year than some of their
competitors.  Another objection  that

might be urged is that few judges at

present are competent to use i Score
card in judging

We have yet some distance to go
before we find the ideal method of

wwarding the ribbons in dairy cattle

classes, The subject is open for dis
cussion
FOLLOWING NATURE
To follow natu may hbe a

capital idea at times. When it comes

to determining farm methods, how
ever, nature is & poor guide to bank
on. In a state of nature the cow

Zives en h milk to feed her ecalf

and it is rather scanty feeding at
that Horses found in the wild

es of the world are small and
stunted creatures that would show
up poorly in comparison with our
modern Clydesdale, Shire  and

Percheron. 1In fact, our very civiliza
tion depends on getting away from
Nature

One thing we farmers in particular

must not forget. Nature never lets
up in her efforts to regain her lost
control. Thore is always a tendency
for the artificial ereations of man
and these creations include all im
proved stock, to drop back to the
standard that nature sets Hence
the truth of the ing that “‘a man

go forward or backward
for he cannot stand stil
as the breeder of dairy cattle is satis
fied with the milk records of his herd
or the breeder of heavy horses is sat
isfied with the conformation, quality
and action of his animals and ceases
trying to progress, just so soon does
his stock begin to retrogress. Nature
is still fighting for her own even if he

must either

As soon

is not

A never ceasing struggle for higher
and higher standards must be the
rule of him who would be a success
ful breeder of any class of live stock

ROBBERS AND ROBBERS

Bill Miner is dead. Who has not
heard of Bill Miner? The number of
trains he has held up and the banks
he has robbed would make a list to
fill a small volume. The newspaper
stories of his exciting chases with
the police would fill an encylopedia

The chief difference between Bill
Miner and the average bank deposi-
tor, however, is not that Bill took the
money out«f the bank at the dead
of night after skillful use of the
“jimmy' and dynamite, but that he
drew from the bank without making
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+ commensurate deposit, We b

if the police would have had so

exciting chases with Bill Minc
he left with the bank as much i
as he took from it. It is this

that classes him
I'here are robbers and robbe
fecl that in

mers are

eng as a robl

a mild sort of a wa
Bill
Ko to Nature's bank of
fertility and draw ther
a thought of mak
qual return to the soil

People are
this latter
Governments are

mtators of
Ihey
i soil
ithout ever

now beginning 1
style of robber a hot
after him wit

agricultural colleges, their ex

divisions and their blue covered
tins.  The Farmers’ Institut
him, the Farmers' Club is aft i

the Conservation Commission
him and last, but by no mear
the agricultural
T'he soil robber is gaing to b
+ hotter and hotter
is cha
the better it will be

press is aft

chase o

ooner he out of ex

for the

management of the W
Fair at 1 hea
have sh
pluck.  With the

Real their buildings 1
Pluck to the ground
couple

their fair opened, the

deserve
They

ondon

gratulation

of wees

v rallied t

work, erected what shelter they e
for the expected exhibits and ¢
ducted a really successful f

that would compare well with &

held heretofore. Every one of

afford to take a lesson from tl

they have displayed.

Land occupancy laws, ar ’
time loans at low rates, t

t principal and interest

only to men of high moral ch

will, in time, be worked out

ers’ credit systems  will ev

lead to this end

A Tragedy in Our Town
.Ox,h
n

papa, see that splendid ne

‘Yes my son, it is very fine; he wil
be sorry.’

“Why do you say that, papa?”

“‘Because son, here comes the ass
or. He will fine that man for impres
ing his farm.”

“Oh papa, and will he fine 1
who owns those ugly old barns ¢
next farm?#"

“‘Not much my son."”

“Why not papa?”

“Why not—Why

Because this

Ourtown, the smartest country ds
trict on earth The man with ¥
ugly barns has not committed an is

provement. Why should he bo f»
on

ed
"Oh papa, you are jok
“Am I son? Well just y
a fine new barn on that ol
ours and seo the assessor ¢

e Al
you with a big stick—I meun a i

bill.”"

“Oh papa, what kind of people i
the people of Ourtown?—t, fine
man more for making a Pluce prég
than for making it ugly.'

“My dear boy, there are two kil
of people in Ourtown—the asses

and the assessed.” )
“Papa, that makes me fecl bad
“Me too son. It drives me ¥
i and from building that »
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