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. . ... whirh the increasing demands I Mr. Robertson descritics interestingly tlie dc-
tion to take this stop, d b, 6 I velopment which has taken place in the district as
"The B^has noiTalm^t too branches (a I a result of the "rush” Seldom British Colun,- 

rl£r h^ine been opened during 1910) not only bia. he writes, has the truth been so clearly de-
number having c^ie a af,o in the United monstrated as at Stewart, that the value ot an orc-
Surt«yjPraTa0„dCcnuba ’ Mr. W° F Hunt con- body is dependent upon the facility of getting its 
tintin’as*the manager of the important St. James' contents to market, and still more seldom have
)!nue? nt branch the facilities been so quickly obtained. Portland
Street, Montre , canal affords a land-locked waterway by which

f f ____ any vessel may approach the town of Stewart,
mining I* THE POBTLAXD OAlil DMTBIOf. where the tidal mud-flats offer proper holding -

.... , . , ground for pile wharves; this has lieen taken ad-The most authoritative d»ta yet available with « <>f PnJ a jk wharf. w,,h ;l ,,dv approach
regard to the much-discussed Portland Canal from the shore, a mile long, is now nearing
nnning district now appears in a report X - pletion ; while a local railway company has built
William Fleet Robertson the P™™» Mineral- P rai,way dofk an(| approach, over a mile
ogist of British Columbia. Mr Robertson dc ( I afid has CM,| lt wlth standard-gauge 
scribes a visit of inspection wh,^hT * traces The same company has about completed
district in October, and since at that time railway grade up the valley of Bear river to the
of the claims at higher v nK»u,h of American creek - a distance of approx,-
snow, while on others work had been tempo ‘ . X mately fifteen miles—and could, should it desire
abandoned for the ^Pfw'develoiieil to push matters, easily have the rails laid over this
of the claims recorded and partially developed th before snow falls. A locomotive and a
could tie inspected; consequentfy, this preliminary “f‘° e * on ,hc ground ready for
re|iort must be taken not as a complete v«of '^Tdrails have been laid from the landing as 
the camp, but as an impression gained from | ^ t^c railway-station. The valley of Rear
short visit and the inspection of a few claims. on dle flat will average aliout half a mile
Moreover, while the history of mining m the dis- rathcr more than this near its mouth ;

only liegan this fall, prospecting has been ^ ; , and it rlsrs at an
steadily and quietly for ten or twelve ^rrrc^S u^iform grade-at*,ut 500 feet in fifteen 

years, and the district has been twice visited by jbe valley bottom is gravel, permitting of
the Provincial Assayer, so that Mr. R”b<7'^'n cheap railway construction, while the first nine
fined his attention to seeing what had been done 1 railway-grade contains one tangent of
on the more developed claims and on those which £desoy, ^ ^ a„d many sllorter
report credited with more nearly approaching the The hills rise abruptly from the valley,
TSiffc-l Ctmp onne. »
Mr. Robertson, be taken as proven, for, although The tributary streams are all too steep
some prospecting has been going on for years, tnc admil cf railway construction up them; an ex­
great majority of the claims have been staked within jfm to ,his ruiP jS- however, presented 111 Bitter
1 lie past couple of years, and consequently have 1 ^ u which a railway might easily tie built for 
not and could not have had sufficient development djstan^e of from six to seven miles, or possibly 
done on them to prove their value. Only two or thc f^t 0f ,hr glacier, with aerial tributaries 
three of the older claims have done serious develop- the sjdo rrrrks. Bitter creek valley is really
ment, and of these, at least one property has shown ^ branch extension of the river valley, and is 
by such that ore is present in quantity and quality sjmj|ar|y filled with detritus from the glacier, 
sufficient to justify its being called a mine, and ^ prov;ncjai Government has built a waggon- 
to guarantee extraction from jiresent development , W[d) pessary bridges, from Stewart up the
for at least two years On other properties where rivcr’vaney a8 far as and across Bitter creek, over 
the actual development is slight, the work done twQ stagCS ,ravcl daily each way. A further
by Nature has exposed such an amount of mineral ext<.ns|on of this roa(| as far ,,p as American creek, 
as to give considerable ho|ie for future develop- 1 |nc|udjn„ a bridge across Bear river, was under 
ment. The camp contains a large number of pro- ronstrurtlon tb,s autumn and promised to tie com- 
perties from tlie prospect workings of which ex- , t j before snow
ceptionally high assays have been obtained, giving townsitc of Stewart occupies the middle |xir-
iise to unwarranted hoties and statements winch q( the e, fla) at ,|lc head of the canal,
cannot be borne out on a strict examination. T1 nlatted to cover a considerable portion of
camp justifies reasonable expectations, for . .jd f t w)u,|, lt js thought might eventually
ilevelopment done, without exaggeration by we 1- ‘he tidal «menmi k £ hotels
intending though injudicious friends whose wild be fi led in. I he town k S()
statements nearly "killed with kindness” the best -much bcJMhan ^w-uMe 
endeavours of legitimate workers Tlie report severd exceedingly well-equipiied and
circulated in the newspaper, of a ‘‘mountain of all the necessities anil
gold" were, of course, unjustified and did the whol n t ti luxuries of life and requisites for
camp much harm, but apparently did not ong.nate ^»2» o, nros^ting. There are a number of 
with the prospectors. There was, however, some ^uildines^occupicd by brokers, real-estate
small foundation for the reports; a very large cc gc 1 jhe town has its own newspaper, two
of quartz had been located, containing small gold agents, etc. ^etow^has ^i ^ ^
values—the ledge is large and the values °J?,a,ne‘ I ^med hospital There are several good private
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