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Rev. Thomas Lawson, Methodist mis-
sionary on the Battleford district, sends
the following interesting letter, which
should have been published some months
ago, but has been crowded out:

“1 am writing this about fifteen miles
north of Battleford, on the great plains
of the North-west. At the last Mani-
toba and North-west Conference, I
offered to come West anu open the work
of our Church in the Battleford dis-
trict. 1 am now in the midst of the
most interesting experiences of mission-
ary life. On most of my trips we are
compelled to tent, on account of the
smaliness of the houses. In fact, many
of the settlers are yet In their tents.
We also carry, like the man of Scrip-
tures, ‘our beds,' so we can camp when
night overtakes us. My object in send-
ing these few lines is mot to write about
myself, or my lttle boy Charles, who
accompanies me on my trips, but to give
you and The Era a brief sketch of two
of our Epworth League boys, who have
located in the West. Their names are
Willlam and Norman Mair, both of
whom have been presidents of Leagues,
and hail from near Londca, Ont. I meet
with a number of our Leaguers in the
West, and most of them are doing well,
as we would expect them to do.

William, the eldest brother of the
tamily, left Rat Portage on the 29th of
last March to locate land for himself, his
father and three brothers. After consider-
able travelling around he located five
homesteads, consisting of 800 acres, and
in addition he purchased 960 acres. After
making these selections, he returned to
Rat Portage to wind up his business
after an absence of a month. On the
5th of May, Norman left his home, Kil-
worth, Ont., with a car of settlers’ ef-
fects. He was joined by Willlam at Rat
Portage, and arrived at their homesteads
on the 25th of May, driving over one hun-
dred miles from Saskatoon, the nearest
railway station. After a rew days’ rest for
the horses, the boys turned around and
drove back to Saskatoon for the rest of
the outfit. After eight days’ absence
they returned and broke and put in nine
acres of oats and one acre of potatoes
Since that time with the assiztance of
some little outside help they have struck
camp, and are now located in a small,
but neat, frame house built by them
selves,

In addition to seventy-five acres
broken, they went north thirty miles to

Meeting Lake, and got out sufficient
logs for their own buildings, and when
the missionary drove up to the encamp-
ment last night, the boys were down
twenty-two feet in the bowels of the
earth digging for water.

Willlam is the cook and general man-
ager. A better prepared and a more
tasty meal it would be hard to find.
From their one cow, they make thelr
own butter, and splendid butter it is.
I don't think any of our League girls
could make better, It was certainly ap-
preciated by the missionary, and also
the bread, which, too, was home-manu-
factured.

The only thing the boys are not a suc-
cess at is sewing on buttons and mending
clothes. Surely the mere mention of this
will awaken sympathy in the bosoms of
not a few of our fair Leaguers, and it s
to be hoped ere long thelr troubles along
this line will come to an end.

In all the chequered experiences of
pioneer life, the boys have not forgotten
their League obligations. Although,
until recently, away from home and
chureh privileges, they have strictly ob-
served the Sabbath, and, moreover, have

After the day's work Is over,
in company with another young man
devoted and earnest in God's service,
Edward Hoover, they gather in their
little home, and spend the time in read-
ing and music, and, by the way, the
boys have a good library, and they are
no mean singers and players. I write
these few lines to show that it is utter
nonsense for people to say “it is im-
possible to live a higher life than the
average life by which you are sur-
rounded. Here are young fellows hun-
dreds of miles from home, and until
your missionary started services in the
settlement a few weeks ago, away from
church and its privileges, living consis-
tent Christian lives. Others can do the
same. I must close, and go on to an-
other settlement where, as yet, they have
had no religiovs services whatever. 1
intend to hold the first service next Sun-
day. Let us pray that this, another new
appointment, may e'er long become a
centre, sending out light and truth to

the regions beyond.
Battleford, NW.T.

Notes.

The Methodist Episcopal Church of the
United States has had the banner year in
its history for contributions to its mis-
slonary enterprises at home and abroad.
They amount to the splendid sum of
$1,6564,223. Still when we remember that
this denomination has about 4,400,000
members, the average giving is less than
forty cents each, quite a bit less than
Canadian Methodists give.

The Church Missionary Society has re-
cently received an offer of remarkable
magnanimity. A few years ago, Rev.
W. J. Humphrey, one of their mission-
aries, was murdered with horrible bar-
barity. The widow of the murdered man
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has offered her services as a 4
with the request that she be sent to th
same region that she may labor for the
conversion of his murderers.

The Lutheran World attributes the fol-
lowing anecdote to Dr. Lorimer, of a
minister and a man who proiessed to be
converted : *“‘Have you joined the
Church ? 0; the o ing thief did not
join the Church, and he went to heaven.'
‘Have you given anything to missions ?'
“No; the dying tuief never gave anything,
and he went to heaven.” ‘Well, my friend,
it seems to me the difference is that he
was a dying thief, and you are a living
one.' "

During the period of eighty-one years
from the printing of Dr. Morrison's Chin-
ese New Testament in 1813 to 1894, the
total in China, ding the
Scriptures given away before the princi-
ple of selling was established, was about
5,600,000 volumes. In the last eight years,
from 1894 to 1902, the circulation has
been over 4,660,000 volumes, of which
61,000 were whole Bibles and 184,000 New
Testaments. Of this number all but
about 100,000 were sold.

An orthodox Hindu, in a recent lecture
delivered to his fellow Hindus, said :
“How can we be blind to the greatness,
the unrivalled splendor of Jesus Christ ?
Behind the British Empire and all Euro-
pean Powers lies the single great person-
ality—the greatest of all known to us—
of Jesus Christ. He lives in Europe and
America, in Asia and Africa, as King and
Guide and Teacher.
midst. He seeks to revivify religion in
India. We owe everything, even this deep
yearning toward our own ancient Hindu-
{sm, to Christianity.”
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