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NOTE AND COMMENT

The oldest Lutheran congregation in

the United States is known as the First’

Lutheran Church of Albany, N.Y. Its
history dates back some 250 years.
Since 1794 it hae had fifteen pastors.

Here is a question for men to an-
swer, :ays the Cumberland Presbyte-
rian: Where are the hoys? Dr. Wash-
irgton (iladden recently called a meet-
ing of Columbus, Ohio, pastors to con-
sider this question. Dr. Gladden him-
celf ex d the opmion that the

There are now seventyseven Presby-
terian churclies in Brazil alone, with

6,999 w
in 1906, nearly $90,000 for home support
and mission purposes.

The Philadelphia Ledger ie empb tie
in demanding that the words “In Go!
we trust,” be restored to their p.act
on the coins. Tt says: “Consulting ar
is well; coneulting fitness is better;
consulting the deeply-founded convic
tions of a nation is best.”

John Nathan beat his wife with a
shovel in New York because she would
not give him twenty-five cents to buy
whiskey. He must now pay a fine of
$1,000 and serve five years in prison.
Some drinks come high, even when you
don't get them.

Russia has added to the causes of di-
vorce ‘leaving the Orthodox Church.”
The law uiready provided that if a Rus-
cian left the State Church, his chil-
dren would be taken away from him
end placed under the care of those who
would bring them up in the Orthodox
faith. Now a man or woman who leaves
the State Church in Russia incurs the
possible loss of all his family.

A railroad track may be eafely croes-
ed by keeping a good lookout and hurry-
ing over it, but it is not a safe place
on which to loiter or to camp, or to go
to sleep. There are places where neces-
sity may call a Christian to go and
where he may go sal if he keeps a
good lookout and hurries through. But
to loiter, to camp, to become wonted
and to feel at home in the place of dan-
ger, the ealoon, for example, is to in-
vite disaster. “Watch and pray that
ye ®hter not into temptation.”

Canadian Churchman: It is incredible
that on the sixth of December in the
year of grace 1907, an application was
made in court, in the Province of On-
tario, which disclosed that the Bcotch
“Wee Frees” maintained a mission in
this provinoe, a missionary coming over
for several months in each year to con-
vert us. Well, we trust this benefaction
by a worthy deceased farmer of Huron
will do good and not stir up needless
strife in the Presbyterian Church of
Canada.

Early in December a new building was
dedicated for what is known ae
“Christ's Mission” in New York City.
The mission is under the charge of
Rev. James A. O'Connor, forerly a
Roman Catholic priest, and more than
a hundred prieste and monks have been
received into it upon their desire to
leave the Roman Catholic body. Here
they have been cared for and instructed
in a home like Christian manner, until
their fitnees has been determined for
religious or secular work. Many of
these are now engaged in pastoral, mis-
sionary or evangelistic labors in connec-
tion with the variovs Protestant Church-
es. The meetings have always been at-
tended by Roman Catholics, many of
whom have been converted to the evan-

gelical faith, The work of the mis-
sion has been to lead souls to pemonal
faith in the Savior, and great good has
been accomplished.

Church is losing its hold on the boys
bacause they see their fathers leave
nost of the church work . to their mo
thers. Henve they conclude theat it is
unmanly to have an active interest in
the charch, Before it is too late, fa-
thers, you wonld better bo asking your-
sclves the question. Where are the
boys and why are ‘hey where they are?

The correspondent of the North China
Herald of Shanghai, who visited the re-
cent famine distriot, in his closing let
ter upon the conditions there, wrote:
“Througho .t my iravels I did not ex
perience any manifestation of that anti
foreign feeling which is commonly sup
posed to exist among the mass of the
inhabitants of the interior. Beyond a
very natural curiosity—which would be
evidenced in any country in the world
in similar ci t the d
of the people of Kiangpeh would not
diseredit the highest forms of civiliza
tion. I am persuaded that this is in a
great measure due to the action of the
few missionaries throughout the dis
trict, who are gentlemen of the most ex
timable character and worthy of the
great ealling to which they belong.

The work of Charles Steizle, eecretary
of Church and Labor in the Presbyte-
rian Church of the Tnited States, has
Leen so prodictive of good results that
the Congregationalis‘s have decided to
appnint an industrial secretary to do
aimilar work All these things, says
the Lutheran Obierver, are giving prac-
tieal emnhasie to the fact of the in-
ferest of the Church in the lahor prob-
Jem, and in the so-called ‘“laboring
man " The fect is that unless physi
callv or mentally disabled, a man can-
not be & Christian. in the fullest sense,
onless he is a “laboring man.” TLabor.
in one form or another, is an essential
rart of a normal life, and is demanded
of every one who would fulfil his duty
in the world. Bnt while we are all one
in the eyes of the Lord, yet the labor
rroblem, snd all that it involves, is too
important and too ‘insistent for the
Church to treat as though it did not
exist, and the move of these two grest
churches is worthy of note.

The Lutheran Ohserver claims to be
shocked with some features of modern
progress iu Pelestine, for that paper
reys: “With all our love for the mod-
arn, and for progress, therc are some
things that jar on the :ensibilities. We
would like to keep some things as they
have been through all the ages. It is
particularly true with reference to ouvr
feeling towar! the Holy Land, and it
comes with somewhat f a shock to read
that Jerusalem is to have ite electric
ight plant #nd a line of automobile
husees. There is to be 1 trolley, or, at
least, une 18 projscted, between Jerusa-
lem ard Bethlehem—and all this with
the official permission of the Sultan of
CPurkey. A few miles of railroad have

The attorney for the Anti&aloon Lea-
gue in Chicago states that 199 saloons
were closed by the recent election in
that city. ‘‘The Prohibition party cer-
tainly has reason to feel glad,” says the
attorney. ‘“We are on the main line nov
and will sweep the country at the forih
coming presidential election.” The pro-
hibition question came up in the Chi-
cago City Council recently, when the
aldermen, by a vote of 40 to 28, passed
an ordinance, making a section a mile
square “dry.” Tt is located in the south-
western part of the city. More than half
of the area of Chicago is now “dry.”
How many wards could be made “dry”
in Ottawa?

In the midst »f the almost universal
strife and gloom which prevail in Rus-
sia, well-nigh the only bright spot is
found in the free circulation of the
Word of Jod. And, hence, it is with
reculiar pleasure we read that last
year the British and Foreign Bible So
ciety circulated no fewer than 501,124
copies or portions of Scripture in Rus-
sia, with 13600 more in Sibaria, makipg
. all 594,124 volumes witkin the do
minions of the Czar. As indicating the
polyglot nature of the work, it is well
worthy of being noted that among the
many languages represented were not
only Russian and Slavonie, but Finn-
ish, Polish, German, Lettish, Esthoni-
an, Lithanian, Yiddish, Hebrew, Swe-
dish, Armenian, Chuvash Votyak, Chi-
nese, Japanose, French, English, Per-
sian, Turkish and Turki.

The Rev. Wm. Swann, of Fortuue,
Newfoundland, writing to Dr. Suther-
land, of Toronto, under date of Novem-
ber 29, sends his first remittance on ac-
count of missionary contributions, and
relates the following sorrowful story,all
too common among the brave fishermen
of Newfoundland: *“Newfoundland has
suffered severely this year through
storms, causing in some places much
loss of life and poverty. Recently a
schooner belonging to our neighbor set
tlement, Grand Bank, went down in
some unknown way, carrying with her
sixteen men and leaving between forty
and fifty children fatherless. One poor
woman, a member of our congregation,
is left with eight children, ranging from
thirteen to two years of age. In an-
other small settlement there are, I
think, eight widows and more than
thirty orphan children. These hereav-
ed ones have to be helped in their time
of need.”

A lady missionary from the United
States, who has epent twenty years in
India, recently gave her impressione of
Tndia and conditions there to the direc-
tors of the Foreign Miesionary Society
of the Presbyterian church of the Unit-
ed States. She compared the conditions
now with what they were when she
went to India, twenty years ago, and
told how the barriers of caste seem grad-
ually to be breaking down. Moham-
medans, who then required a separate
table and epecial food at social fune-
tions, now prefer to partake of the for-
eign tea and cake, and a eeparate table
is no longer set for them. M, Coch-
ran, Secretary for India, reported a dis-

aheady been built 1w Palestine, and
slectri: lights are not altogether new to
4he country. but the whole thing is so
utterly 1eongrnous with the Palestine
which travellers have made familiar to
us, 2ud which has been looked upon as
iving commentary op the Seripture
story, that these modern things seem
almost like a désecratin,”

[ and an encou

The country is threatened with the grest-
est famine in her history, many of the
crops having failed on account of
drought, and a pest of insects having
attacked those that did mature. But
a light seems to be breaking upon poli-
tical affairs as India now has nirive rve-
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London.




