fHE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN. 0

OUR GREAT WEST,

Professor H. A. A.\Kenm-d) of Knox
Colloge, has just returned from a trip to
Vancouver, where he took part in a con-
ference held under the auspices of the
Synod of British Columbia. He spent
several days at  Winnipeg and other
points.  This was his first experience of
western Canada, as he arrived from Sceot-
land only in September last.  He was
greatl, impressed by what he saw -the
vast extent of country, the incoming tide
Ul lmnigration, the variely ol scenery,
and tne woundertul possibilties.

Ao a Globe reporter, Prol. Kennody
edltl UHUL WoAL lmpressed me most ucey
Iy, and what surprised wme most of all,
Was nol the prairies or the eties or
e mountalis, bul ube wen wuo  are
duitig the chulcn s Work, Lhe miss.obaies
Lo Lue Joucly mountain stations and
e muuisters  Ju the  caw uew towns.
due sliengli 01 Liese men, boeir  brain
power, tueir aatedectual  alertness, e
lange ot thew interests and the vreadio
0L Lueir culture It was that that  sut-
Prosed e most of wil. Lne way those
wwen grasped  the suotlest  points and
BUUWLEUL Luviuseives Al bome in punosupul
Gl ald Laeologieal uterature was really
sl L eaid a paper o tae Caarean
@ud Lae JalDUE TG DY A Al Hemn
bud denor ol Brlsn Woluinbia that
Wi Knowledge ol Lue Lacls, wastecy ol
Lat principues ala Luurvugn grasp ol Lue

WHOIE questull Was ds guod i DIL VL WOrk
s 1 onave ever secuw.  Lue  Canadan
viurch has mucn W ve poud of, aud Lue
CUGLE)  uas ueh oo ve Lbankiul 1ol
iu Luese proneer settlements wian
e seelling Hle wWere are wea ol Lue
Per and wie traiming such as 1 owes
4L Vaueouver,

SIMPLE BIBLE LESSON.

1o britaim we educational probicm 1s
sl agitating tue ommunity, and tne Lab-
Cial govermment ko hoding b @& dubeult
Guesuol Woselue. aoe ason-Conternnsts
Ul LUE ONe LN, Al LU BpIscopa il —
AlgUcan and homan on Lo Vlaty, cale
oL vole ogetuer, due ormer aesire
et the bivie i the icllwla; e laller
Wikl not e satished unless tne Churen has
Ul ool ahe Belvet Witness bas the
lolowing:  “Let tnose Who say @ sinple
Bible lesson is uscless—and some actually
sy AL s barmiul-read the tollowing ac-
wount ot a school so taugn.. Here is the
st ol questions prepared by the teacher
4l an examunation—i, Wriie oul the ie-
wards tor those who are poor in spinit,
pure in heart, and peacemaiers. 2. k-
Plan ‘meek,” “pure an neart, and ‘perse-
cuted.,” 3. Write from lsaiah tue passage
begiuning, “Behold my servant’ dovn to
‘consider, Lo whom does it reter! 4 i
hate hun, for he doth not prophesy good
concerning me) On what occasion were
these words used? 5. Write out the Com-
mandment which forbids coveting. W hat
King ot Israel broke this Commandment,
and now did he secure what he coveted?
6. What lessons have you learnt from Eli-
Jah? 7, Give briefly the substance of
Christ’s conversation with Nathaniel or
with Nicodemus, 8. Write out any miracle
worked on the Sabbath Day described by
St. John. 9. On what occasions were the
following words used—‘It is I, be not
afraid,” *Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,”
‘For the poor always ye have with you,'
“I'he servant is not greater than his mas-
ter. Yet this is the kind of religious in-
struction which High Anglicans call god-
less, or Nonconformist, or worse than noue
at allt”

AGITATORS, TAKE HEED.

Editor  Dominion  Presbyterian:—By
the kindness of a friend 1 have Jusi seen
an able and temperate seriticism of the
proposed Union of the Churches, from
the pen of Dr. Campbell, Clerk of the
Assembly, s thoughttul  words are
commended for perusal to those who are
cran owred ot the prospect of umon,  Lhe
design of the pamphlet is well summed up
in the following excerpt: ="'U'lns criticism
is submitted in the bope that it will
arrest the attempts of the few enthueasts
in the Presbyterian chureh who are urg-
mg on the project. Now is the time to
pause, before any one is itrevocubly com-
mitied to the movement, and betore 1t
gets mixed with personal and party heats
which blind the mind to pure right and
wuth,  Once people have positively en-
fisted in a cause and taken a step i ad-
vance, it is not sv easy gomg back.”

Tlus e sane caution o whick it would
be well for the agitators to take heed, 1t
the forch g General Assembly can
be led to resolve its union comuittee wmto
one charged with seeking to bring about
iniendly co-operation on the pary of all
the Evangelical churches, then something
of real practical geod may be achieved,
ond much of the evil of heated discus-
BION -not to say contention, averted; tor
depend upon it the last word (searcely
the first) has been spoken agaiust this
movement,

ALEX, HENDERSON, Loudon.

PROHIBITION IN NORWAY AND
SWEDEN,

In Norway, in 1843, a Local Option law
was passed by whieh it was made casy to
prolubit the sale ot spirits throughout a
Portion of her territory containing more
than three-fourths of the entire popula-
tion. The principles of this law are ob-
served in more recent legislation. By the
law of 1884, regulating the sale of beer
and wine in large or small quantities, and
the epirit law of 1804, the power to de
ade the number of licensed premises there
sball be in a town, and the tax to be paid,
is relegated to the managers of the cor-
porations. By the law ot 1871 the private
licensed houses went over more and m ve
to the =pirit associations, and such asso-
clations were established in all Norwe
glan towns except two small ones, In 1804
a law was passed which gave all malss ana
temales over the age of twenty-five years
power to decide whether or not there shall
be a spirit association in the town, anl
by the vote of the people many of tue
associations were abolished, Thus there
were now in Norway only twenty cigat
twwns with associations,

Iu Sweden o similar change was brougln.
about Ly sinnlar methods, It was, h
ever, 1855 before a Local Option law was
enacied. So successful did this law prove
that out of a total of 2,400 liquor shops
- existence when the law was passed,
about 2,000 were entirely suppressed Le-
fore the end of 1857, and the per head
consumption of spirits was reduced to a
tritle over two gallons pev annum. ln
1865 what is known as the Gothenburg
System was instituted.  Under this sys-
tem the surplus profits of the trade are
ropriated  to the aid of local rates.
The system, however, only operates with-
m the towns, the country districts, com-
prising three- fourths of the population,
being under Local Option,

The things that come to ue are of God's
appointment and are in some way intend-
el to fashion =ome feature or develop
some lack in our character. It is for us
to make the best possible use of them, for
in doing so we wiil be aiding God in hi#
great purpose concerning us.

THE PASSING OF A FAD.

Lhere is a great commotion these days
m Zion City, and the tollowers of Alex-
ander Dowie seem no longer to be s
tollowers except as they follow him to in-
et just punishment upon him and (o
depose him trom his former oflicial posi-
tion. They have taken the most positive
action possible. He has been put out
ol oflice, and out of the membership ot
the Church, and out of personal posses-
sion o the property, and in this his wile
and son bave joined with the authorities
and other members of the organization,

..

The new leaders now promise a complete
reorgamization, with a moditication  and
restatement of their faith,  They wuil
have to state, first of all, that they have
been deceived in and by Dowie lmselt,
and when they have said and done this 1t
would seem like trying to reorganize Mo-
nammedanism and leaving Mobammed out,
or like the Mormons turning their bachs
on Brrgham Young, ALl tuat has been
really apparent o the world at large in
Dowiclem  has been the personality ol
Dowie himself, and with the dwsappear-
ance of this element 1t would seem thav
there exists no farther reason for the pec-
petuation of what has been one ol the
noisy and glaring fads of the day.

It is the sad experience of our race W
be drawn into gucn movements, one alied
another, Ambitious and blind leaders have
drawn atter them bhind and deceived 1ok
lowers, aud vne delusion atter another bas
absorbed the illbalanced and emotional.
Modern  Spiritualism has  bad  for as
changing centre a tew  personalitios, and
a wuititude of casily deinded have wan-
dered out ot the way in search ol they
knew not what. So around a tew bold,
unscrupulous and corrupt men Mormon
s organized atsell, and with specioas
ervors nas enslaved ats bewildered adher-
ents. No Mary kddy, with her shallow
aud ancoberent utterances, has led an ame
able and sentimental Hock into tuinking
that her rambling and meaningless vaga-
aes bave in them something really pro-
tound and rehigiou . O course the most
ol her tollowers do not actually compre-
hend and hold the unscientitic and unchris-
tan teachings of their mysterious leader,
but a sort oi crude and easy-going lallacy
which they mistake for truth and jor reh-
gion, and with which they are satistied
s0 long as the sun shines, and »!l goos
well, but with these pe ple there will
some day come the passing of thewr cher-
ished lad as in the case of the Apostle
ol Zion City,

Nothing s permanent which is not true,
Nothing can take the place of the simple
Gospel ot Jesus Christ. Here s perma-
pvency tor faith and tor satistaction. OQur
leader and nead 15 God lomselt, and toey
who behieve lus words shall never be put
to contusion. LThey who do his will shall
abide torever, Founded on the rock, they
shall stand fast and shall not be moved.~
Herald and Presbyter.

Ihe English Presvyterian Synod, this
yuar, appears to have been peculiarly ta-
vored in its moderator, a gilted lrishman,
Kev. J. B. Meharry, DD, minister of
Crouch Hill ¢hurch, London. Our London
contemporary writes of him in terms fol-
lowing: “May we without tinge ol dis-
respect aver that this will long be remem-
bered as ‘Meharry's Synod’? The inspira-
tions of an alert igtellect and a tender
SpInL were ever in '\'xdenvc, and the iilu-
minations of genins flashed  perpetually
trom the chair. Fverything was happy
and finished, but thiee utterances in par-
ticular will remain in the memory—the
graceful and dignified acknowledgment of
the Lord Mayor's and Lady Mayoress’
beneficence, with the beautiful closing me-
taphor, born of the city and the river;
the tenderly touching sentences of the
charge to the unexampled hand of choice
men, who had responded to the call for
th\l ye.r’l worl( as Synod evun‘elm‘ lnd
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