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himself; Ile I>are the people'» sins in Hi» 
own IhkIv on the tree; and with wliât re­
mit? "They adeemed llim stricken, emit- 
ten of Hud and afflicted.” Him word», 
III» holy life, the sublime eloquenve ol 
Him atoning death, were all unheeded b) 
a world w hose Men»e» win had dulled and 
deadened. He wrought many wonderful 
works among the |ample, says the evang- 
li»t, yet they believed Him not, "that the 
haying of Ksaias might lie fulfilled, ‘Who 
hath believed our report, and to whom ia 
the arm of the Lord revealed?’ "

And now that nineteen hundred yearn 
have | mi Med the gate» of the natural heart 
are still locked and barred against Him. 
The old story of the Hospel haa no more 
meaning to the worldly wihcmen of thin 
latter age than it had in the day when 

prophet mourned "All, Lord, the jieople 
say 'Doth lie not speak in parable*!" '* 
And mo it will always lie until the reproach 
of the Crow is removed, and the glory of 
Christ revealed in the glory of t!ie Holden

Some Bible Hints.
After all these centuries of study, man 

is a* far as ever from making the humb­
lest weed: and sliall be except to com­
prehend and measure Hod (Matt. ti:"29.)

(iud does all for the lily that cun he 
done for a lily, hut He can do a* much 
inoiv lor man a* man is more than the 
lily (Matt. 0:3»).

Everything grows worn and faded with 
uept lue soul, and that grows ever 
loxely. I'liis is one token ot ini-
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mortality (Jos. 1:11).
\\ hy has Hod made the lieautilul things 

vt earth so perishable? Ite.nuwc He would 
turn our thoughts to the mure beautiful 
things of heaven (da*. 1:11).

1*11.

THE GOSPEL REJECTED.
ii) ua mu ou mes üuireil, if. U., r.L.l>. 
lueie was a revival ui religion uinoii» 

lue oews aouut ,uu D.U., w inui m iu ten ui 
uiiu tnoiuugiiness was iai' more wumleriui 
loan any mat has occurred in receut times.

It followed, like a suurise, close upou 
the thick uaiKuess ot the bloody reign ol 
Aha/, who with lus uwu hands had oner- 
ed uicviise m the valley ot lliuiioiu and 
toiceU lus children to pass through Hie 
Assyrian lues. hvery grove and hill top 
had been duhlcd, and tlie altars ol Moloch, 
i ilcd with human victims, had cast their 
lurid glare upon the very pillars ot Hod s 
ivmide. The schools ot the prophets were 
idled with wizards and necromancers, and 
lue people with one consent bowed down 
and woishipped the winged horses ui the

Suggestive Thoughts,
It ia a flower-like soul that loves the 

(lowers. "\X 1sttsoever things are lovely, 
think on t'hcse things."

How much mure lieautilul in our eyes 
are the flowers we have tveiled, the Cliris- 

liave had to cultivate!

the

turn graces 
"The heaven* declare the glc.iy of Hod " 

and the ground In-neat h our teet declares 
His beauty; and the Bible is the key to 
both of these revelations ol H«<d.

Age

THE JAPANESE PLAN.
The Japanese method discussed by Mia. 

Tracey is described iu the follow mg ex­
tract from a recei issue ol Inc IziUdmi 
(taig) limes: -"li. 'apan it*ell opium 
smoking is au utlence against tlie law, and 
is severely punished, but it was tuuml ex­
isting as an Iwbitual practice in Formosa, 
and tlie question arose how it could be 
checked and ultimately extinguished. In 
this, a* m other matters, the principles of 
avoiding direct conflict with established 
customs, was adhered to. 
opium was rendered u government mono­
poly, and smokers were coiiqu’llcd to re­
gister themselves and to obtain license in 
order to practice. .No license whatever is 
given to any Japanese, or none to any 
native who cannot show that he is addict­
ed to the practice before the Ja|iaiie»e 
cupatuui, while doctor» and school-musters 
are instructed to teach the harmful ua 
ture of the drug. In 1900, among a 
population of 2,00,0000, there were ltW.HOt 
opium-smokers, and this number in eigh­
teen months had fallen to 150,044. There 
was, of course, a corresponding reduction 
in tlie opium revenue, but the Japanese 
financial authorities are coûtent to seek 
foi compensation in directions not in­
jurious to the jieople."

The flower is a* lovely today, lining, 
it must jierish tomorrow; but a soul is 
nut, lor it is uni made to jierisli tomorrow.

A Few I lustration».
How great is tlie d i He iv U ce lot ween the 

••«rden ot a beginner and tlie garden ol a 
skilled gardener! We may all have lor 
ourselves the raperieiite o|" tlie great 
Over-gardener of the universe.

Alary, alter l..c resurrection, "supposed 
him lo be tne gardener." Fue was nglit; 
He la the Hardener.

Flowers arc kept hugest in water it 
the ends ol their stems are clipped every­
day. Fo to livsheu our lives there is no­
thing hke daily, new contact with tin* 
Mater of Luc.

It a gardener would liuvc large ami line 
blossoms, he prunes the plants, lhat is 
the purpose of whatever dillicult prun­
ing uud gives Ills creatures.

Lut there was one man there w ho would 
not bend lu» knee to Haul or Astarotli. 
Ills prayer went Uji night and day that 
Hod would redeem Israel; in the street 
ui the palace gates and in the jiorch of ' 
tenijde, his voice was heard calling to the 
fieoplv, "Itejieiit! Repent!'* His soul was 
tilled with a single jMssionate desire; Ins 
life was as a voice crying in the wilderness.

At length the reward of hi* long vigil* 
came in such a turning and overturning 
as Israel had never seen. The tires of 
llaal were quenched ; the altar* that hud 
streamed with blood were broken down ; 
and the whole land was refreshed with the 
latter rains of heaven.
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To Think About.
learning, lue beuuulul lessons 

of nature arouim me ?
Am 1 making my sell w orthy ol a part 

in Hods beam nul world ?
is my lue taking on the beauty that 

HuU uceigiis lor it;

Those were Isaiah's brightest years, full 

of heaven was in hi*
of joy and peace and thankfulness, 
the very gladness 
song»! "Bruise the Lord, call upon His 
name, declare His doings among the jieu- 
jde, make mention that His name is ex­
alted, sing unto the I xml thou inhabitant 
of Zion, for He hath done excellent thing» 
in the midst of thee!”

A Cluster of Quotations.
Sweet flowers me siuw, uut wecUa make 

basic.—tSi.ukespeure
mere is nut the least flower but seems 

to hold up its head ami to look pleusani- 
iy. in the secret sense ol the goodness 
ui its heavenly Maker.-South.

The j dun Is look up to heaven, from 
whence they liuve tueir uuiirisinneut. 
Shakespeare.

rosier Vue beautilul, uud every hour 
thou tinier:t hew bowers lo birtii.—Mciiu-

Nv artist's work is so high, so noble, so 
graud, so enduring, so important lor 
time, as the making of character in a child. 
—Charlotte Cushman.But Isaiah's life was destined to lie ended 

in grief and despondency; for what had 
seemed to lie the dawning of a 1 letter day 
was only as the Hashing of northern light*. 
It soon gave way to a dee|ier darkness, the 
|ieople returning to their abominable prac­
tices; and us tlie prophet vanished in the 
gathering gloom of an Kgyjitian night, his 
voice was heard in ascents of desjiair lam­
enting: "Who hath believed our rejiort and 
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed!"

llis labor of love seemed all in vain ; lie 
hail preached eloquently of the coming 
Christ; of One who was to liear their griefs 
end carry their sorrows and be led as a 
lamb to the slaughter; of One who would 
comfort llis jieople and lav thrfrxpi dation 
of His throne with mpjihirea. "Awake, 
awake! laxwe thyself from the hand* 
of thy neck. O captive daughter of Zion!'1 
All in vain : a film as of moral hlindne»* 
had gathered over the eye* of Hod’s jieojile 
so that they could not see.

Seven hundred years afterwards Christ 
stood in t||e same temple-jiorch where 
Isaiah, watching for llis advent with 
troubled gaze, had mourned for the hard­
ness of «Israel's heart. In the meantime 
had human nature changed at all? Or was 
the world jirepared to welcome Him whose 
feet were shod with sandals of salvation? 
How it is written? "He came unto llis 
own, and His own received him not.” 
They hid as it were their faces from Him.

He stood, like Wisdom, entreating at
% the corners of the street; He «pared not

When celebrating lately tlie fort) sixth 
anniversary of his induction to the jius- 
! urate ul Lafayette Avenue Churtli, Pi'. 
Cu> 1er said to oue ot bis visitor»: "In 
htiy-ailie y aie of church labor 1 have 
not missed a single Fabbath by illucs». 
flow is that for a teetotaler s record. 
Fend me a man who use» iutoxicauts and 
cau equal it and 1 ahull be more thau sur- 
j wised.” Although somewhat infirm Dr. 
Cuyler move» about the house with the aid 
of a cane and doe» much work iu tlie 
study from which many u Christian has 
received strength and joy.

Floral Ministries.
FA cry member ui tne society should 

have some share in the work of the flow­
er committee. Then it would be 
for the committee and hujipier tor Hie 
society.

tivery member may lie made responsible 
for ul least one Funduy in the year to 
•April tiie church witn flowers, getting 
vvliat lielji he tun, and aided, ot course, 

Hie committee.
House plant» for winter; the woods, 

field», ami home guldens tor tue rest ol 
the year; you need never go to the flor-

ihv best ul the

There ia a difference between possession 
and ownership. We may possess what we 
do not own, and we may own what wc do 
not possess. A thief comes into my house 
and steals my overcoat. I still own it but 
he jiossesses it. A man lives on a rented 
farm; he does not own it, but is in jxw- 
scssion. We are in possession of these 
immortal souls of ours, but we do not ow n 
them. They belong to Christ, 
bought with a price.” 
part of our life-trust to use Christ's pro­
perty according to the will of the owner. 
We may not do with it aa we would, for 
it is not ours. It is hie, bought and paid 
for. “Therefore glorify Hod in your body, 
and in your spirit, which are God's.”— 
United Presbyterian.

)ike of tin' flower 
committee is to interest the soviet) iu out­
door life.

|g

.• in sending >uur flowers to the sick, al­
ways nounijiany them with u personal
note, (let the members of the society in 
turn to write these note*.

Introduce a little rivalry by allowing 
the society to vote at the end ol three 
months 
which «Sunday 
lily decorated

'Ye are 
It is therefore a£

upon the question as to 
suw the jiulpit most prêt- 

—a different Endeavour, of 
course, dviug tlie work each time.
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