
PREFACK

In this m<ino);rn|)h an uttt-inpt has b<'<n inadt- to dv \hv and
disouHs within a rcaHiinabIc compass onr prt-scnt kn* vi ,.• witli

r«Kanl ti> the- Pituitary HckIv. in the Ixlitf tliat a - or liss

c-onipktc summary of the subject is needed by the clinician,

if m • by the morpholo^ist and pliysiologist, owir>K to the com-
nmn«l:nK position this orjjan now iK-cupies in Medicine, Siirwery,
and (;yn«rcoh)j?y. as well as in the «»ther specialities. Descriptions
of the Pituitary are to be f<»und in various monojiraphs, such as
those of Tliacm, Fischer, and Cushinj?, and in tin- works on the
internal secr.tions of Uiedl, Vincent and others ; but in one asinct
or another these accounts ap|Mar to lack the completeness, manner
of presentation, or point of view that is required by the Rcneral
reader, however well they fulHI special requirements.

Our own cxperimcnfal work- commenced in 1900^ was
piimarily undertaken in order t 'lur-idatc the relationship of
the Pituitary to the female gem ' functions, ..nd to determine
the physiol(.gical and ther .|"utic4 . .mportance of extracts made
from this or^an

; but we were ltd in our investigations furtli-.r

afield, for it was diHicult '
, 'liidy comprehensively such special

aspects as tho v i lentioneu without first obtaining an intimate
knowledge of tne morpho'ogy. and. so far as p.)ssible, of the
pathology „f the organ in question. Thus it came about that a
considerable amount of material and information was collected
from the work of others, and also as tlif> result of our own observa-
tions. Our researches ha- e been c jncerned with the histological
anatomy from developmental, physiological and comparative
pomts of view

; with the physiological actions of the extracts,
the interrelationships between the Pituitary and other organs of
internal secretion, the effects of partial and conipletc removals,
the results of cxperimer ally produced infections, the general
pathology, and with the therapeutical uses of extracts of the


