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Revekend & DEAR Brethren,

The present conjuncture of ecclesiastical affaizd is

stamped under diffbrent aspects, by a character of no

common importance. I do not refer here to those

auguries which are to be framed from the signs of the

times, as compared, in all reverential caution, with

the delineations of prophecy, and which lead us to look

for mighty changes developing themselves in the world,

linked closely with the fortunes of the Church of God.

y;pon these, as they make a strong impression upon

m^ own mind, I have been led to touch on different

evasions like the present and to urge the considera-

tion of them^ as incijtements to special watchfulness

and zeal.. Nor shall I permit myself to enlarge upon

, that other obvious but interesting topic which presents

itself in the marvellous—for surelyth^prd is not too

strong—the. marvellous extension of^lLown episco-

pate with all its concomitant increase « means and

facilities for fulfflling the high vocation of the Angli-

can Church, in doing her part towards the evangeliza-

tion of the woria. Nor yet, especially having to

address the assembled Synod this very day, .shall 1

expatiate npon the new powers extended to the

Church, which if prudently used and kept in strict

subordination to the spirit of the Gospel and the

object of the ministry in saving souls through Christ,

are calculated to afford valuable helps in the work of

the Church. But I feel called upon to say a few


