
THE COLUMBIAKOOTENAY VALLEY.

HB Cotoufcla-Kootmar Vall^jr InctiHlMi Ite moat vsiti>nalTi> ar^i of mrl-
cultural and paatoral land In tte Kuotenay niatrlrt. It ilm ii«twMHt
tb* Rockr Moantalni on lb* Mat and lh« Hrlkirka. wblrh form lla

waattra bonitdaiT. and exlvmU tfm tbi tllg R«nd <if tli« ('oliiml>lii

RiTtr, at Ita Jonctlou irttb tbe Canoe HWer In latitude ra di>gri-<Mi nurtb,
to tba Intamatlonal Boundary at Tobacco Platn» dtaidticf of about
2M mllca.

Tba Dortbam portion of Iba ralley U nnrrnw, but widmia nt <)old«n, w.wr* tba
Kicking Horae Rirer Joloa tba Columbia, and from tbera to li« aoutbpfti pxtrewit/
malntalna a widtb raijlnf from aix to tw»lva mile*. Tbe ralh-y la drained hy tba
Columbia and Kootenay Rlrera. tbp rornier flowinc northward from li« a<>un«
(Wludarniara and Columbia Ukea). wblla tba latter llowa aoutbward, tbe two
trrami almoat uniting at Canal Klata, wbera only a narrow atrip of level land
aeparatea tbam. Tbaaa two main arterlea are fed by many amaller rivera and
creeka flowing Into tb"m from aaat and Teat, and prnvldlns ample water for Irrljtii

tloii and jwwar purpoaaa. Tbeaa cni-' are tbeir aoureea In glacier-fed b«alii»,
wblch lla In tba benrt of tbe mounlalna jt an altitude of B,000 to N.OOO ft^t. Tin-
bottom landa of tba Columbia RWer Valley ara quite flat, and In conaequenee aubjwt
to flood In the early apring and Kunimer. Tbe aoll of iheae flata la alluvial nnd
producea u luxuriant Ktowtb of wild bay, »etcb, and pinvlnp—goo<l proTent.<!r for
cattle. Tbe reclamation of tbeae flata by dyking. In conjunction with a almllar
project on tbe Kootenay ItWer near Creaton, would add many tbouminda of a.-rea
of exceptionally fertile land to tbe agricultural area of tbe diatrlct.

From tbe (lata tbe land riaoa In a aerlea of bencbea. wblcb Anally merge Into the
foot nilla and monntalna. Many of tbeaa bencbea preaent tbe appearance of r-lllng
ir.ililr. Willi.. otluTK iin- civiTtNl with n tln<« urowth of llnilM>r. fr^- rr.mi iiii.lerl.rii»h

a» a well-kept park. Tben bencbea, fi)ot-hlll«, and mountain alopea are .overed wlib
tfriiMwm. whlfli provhU' good iMiatunige for rattle, horaea. mihI aheep.

AORICULTURAL LANDS.

Tbe area of tbe valley proper U rongbly about 1,000,000 acrea, and at a -
?Bt

eatlmate 'rom 20 to .10 per cent, of tbia U nvailabia for cropa of bay, guln, i-Lgetablea,
and tbe bardler frolta, wblle nearly all tbe real la good pasture, l'-- -tic illy all tbe
Iwncbea re<inlre Irrigation to produce tbe beat reaulta, and It rema!-.- to lie proved
If dry-farming can be practlaed witb aucct'aa. It baa bf i, itlsfactorli ,1- .nonatrated
tbat with Irrigation nil tbe ordinary fleld cropi»-bay. w. roota, vt,etablea, and
frolta—can be grown In quantity. Two and three cropa o.' alfalfa H a aim^on are
uaual, wblle timothy and other fodder-cropa yield large retuma.

The area under cultivation, however, la Inconaldernble, and, with few exceptlona,
little baa been done In the way of ayatematlc farming, and tbe population la amall
and acattered. Many aettlera derive the bulk of their Income from berda of cattle
and horses, which require little care.

The section of the valley for twenty miles north and twenty milea south of
Golden Is Included In tbe Dominion Hallway Belt and Is under the Jurladlctlon of the
Department of tbe Interior. Ottawa, which regulatea the homesteading, pre-«.mptlon,
niHl i,..r.-lmi«. of l.inds witl.ln th.. Helt. »inuh of the Kallwuy Belt n vory .-on.
slderable part of tbe land Is owned by tbe Columbia Valley Irrigated Fruit Unds
Company, Limited. Other large areas are held under tln-ber licences and the moat
available agricultural portions have been alienated from the Crown • rough purcbaae
and pre-emption. There Is therefore very little cultivable land of Immediate value
remalnlnit In control of tbe Provincial Government, so that the new g..ttler mnat


