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‘ 1. The purpose of this mbmission is to review and restate Cansdien
Chemical Warfure Folisy, as a whole, in the light of the progress of the
war, and in a form whish may, if approved, be forwarded for consideration
and decision by the Cabinet VWer Commitise.

2 At their 247th Yeeting held on & Sep 43, the Cdn Chiefs of Staffl
referred back to Cdn OW Inter~Service Board a proposed programme fOr proe-
viding a strategic reserve of Cl/ weapons in Canada, with the iastruetion
that such programmus be held in abeyanes until it was established, after
study of British and United Stetes stocks and scurces of supply, whether

a strategical reserve in Canads was likely t0 be required end whether
there was e further oporational reguirement by Cdn Forces for asush weepons,
not likely to be provided for oubt of British or United States zowrces of

suroly.

3o In conveying this decisicn, OGS further lnstructed that & Teview
of Cdn JU Folicy. as a whole, skould be prepared, and recommendations
therecn forwarded for consideration of the Chiefs of Staff Committee.

Thig review, in comprcehensive form, with appended relevant documents is
annexed hereto, together with Linutes of 29th and 3lat Meetings of The

Cén O Inter-Servioe Board.

4o In the following peragraphs sre noted the proposed roevised Gén
Chemjeal Varfare Policy, with brief corments in support of each elause.

(1) Canada will enntinue o provide ard mointain adequats fogile~
ities for the desien and production of' such Chemical Warfars
defenaive covipnment &8 mey be neecpsnry for the protection of
Genedian forees agpinst sny form of chemical worfare attack. In
tines of veaco, these facillties should be capabls of ropid exponp-
gion to mect the sontingent reguirecments of war,

Comments: This confirme 2 long-recognized prineiple that mti-gas
squimment of the armed forces is g speciel responsibility of ezch
government withir the British Commonweelth,

Although basie PBritisk design has boon consietently adhered to,
it iz well to beay in mind thet a new var gas may render pressent equip~-
ment obsolete, through reduced or eancellsd proteation, alwost over
night. This would caell for immedicte modification of new and existing
acuipment, :

Sudden demands from their own forces, in sush circumstances, would
wholly pre~ocecupy the desien and supply faciliviea of the United Xingdom
and the United Stutes. Canada would then necessarily be dependent on

her own resourcees.

The foregoing is therefore mercly o roiteration of policy which
hos been operative in Canada even prioy to the mresent war. From 1988,
28 & result of the establishment of a small technicel OV orgenizatlion
in Ceneda, practically all of the modery respirators available in this
Dominion to the Amted Servicee, wers wmwaufactured in aasembly plante
operating uveder Deparbtment of Nadional Defence.
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