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(8trictly Sonfidential)

Ottave ,Jamuery 30.I0IT.

Hy dear Arthur:

You were not less surnrised nor distreseed than T was
when you saw mention of the propesedl reatriction of 2 T/2 ver cent
in the duty on clocks in the arrangement which hae been recently
negotisted in Weehington,end vhich is now for coneideration before
the Governments of bHoth countries.

Ever since the subject of reciproonl trade negotiatione
was firet broached,I have heen putting up a steady and nersistent
fight on behal? of the industries in our riding,believing that it
was not leass in the interests of the Dominion as 2 whole than of
sone of our industries that they should be interfered with as little
as posnible at the present time. Last fall,rhen eome elizht changes
vere made in the tari®f I fought strongly egeinst any reduction on
clooks,vhich was one of the articles on which a reduction wes
desired Hy our Americen friende,and T think T can sey tznet "ut Tor
ny renresentetions et thet time,the iten of clock would heve smerred
on the list with e rmuch heevier raduction in cuty.

Becruse of my oath of office ns a Privy Counciller,” &~
not free to sey much about the nature of the recent neazotistions,or
vhat "rincinle governed the negotistors. I might say,hovever,thet
v en ny colleagues left for Washingten I head not the slightest doubt
that they would remenber the clock industry among the very firet of
the industries of which I had epoken,beceuse in the previous

‘ negotintions ,as I heve said,I enoke nore strongly on beohelf of

1 clocke and buttons than I think T did ef eny other articles,ani ny
wishes on this occesion were well knowm. Ae neer ee I cen sether,the
{ten of clocks came to be includéd in the list becsuse it commrised

. ome of a large groun of artioles on a particular schedule which
formed an important part of the negotiatiens,and it was not until
l} ur.Plelding and l!r.Peterson returned that I learned that this

schedule hed te he considered end dealt with in {tes entirety.

You are quite right in eaying that neene in the riding
is more deserving of ny sratitude Zor hie supnort then yoursalf.
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