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INTERVIEW: OPINION
Dr. T.J.Condon Speaks 
on the War in Viet Nam

K>-
he by DOUGLAS C. STANLEY

The last few years have seen a great increase in the number 
of students at UNB. We are told that next year there will be 
more, and plans for the future seem to indicate that* there will be 
no end to the increase in our numbers.
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The question is often asked, however, are our numbers in­
creasing simply for the sake of increasing? Is it no coincidence 
that the idea of student apathy on campus has been coming to 
the fore over these same years? Is it possible to reach a limit to 
expansion? Will the time come when New Brunswick’s High 
Schools are unable to put out enough people prepared socially as 
well as academically for university? Or has this time already 
come?

>lo tinuity in foreign policy in 
the Par Bast over the past 
ten years that is not depen­
dent on politics. There have 
been no major policy shifts 
from Eisenhower to Kennedy 
to Johnson.

Brunswiekan: 
the American people are 
completely behind their go­
vernment’s actions?

Condon: No. I think the A- 
merican people are reluctant 
to see this become another 
Korea. So few people are 
really aware of what is in­
volved there. Extremes of 
either left or right are anx­
ious to get in or get out. The 
Issue is very complex. Se­
curity cover is to great to 
really know what is going 
on.

Brunswiekan: Would Kennedy 
have handled the situation 
differently?

Condon: No, I don’t see any 
departure at all from the 
Kennedy line. The men han­
dling the situation now, men 
like McGeorge Bundy, are all 
Kennedy men,

Brunswiekan: 
think, do Canadian leadeis 
seem to be reluctant to take 
a firm stand with the US?

Condon: I think that Canada 
would like to play an indi­
vidual role in politics. It 
would like to see itself as a 
third force. There is a long 
practice in Canada of play­
ing this role and this is what 
she is doing at this time. I 
think it is a constructive role 
Canada is playing.

Brunswiekan: How significant 
is it that the western world 
is reluctant to back the US?

The following is an interview 
with Professor Thomas J. Con­
don, AB,AM,PhD., of the de- 

' pertinent of History, on the 
current situation in Viet Nam. 
Brunswiekan: In view of the 

situation in Viet Nlam now is 
there a possibility of Nuclear 
war?

Condon: No.
Brunswiekan: Do you think

this situation will develop 
into another Korea?

Condon: Yes, I think it is pos­
sible.

Brunswiekan: Is there such a 
thing as America winning 
anything in Viet Nam? 

Condon: The concept of win 
is not a useful one, the policy 
is one of containment and 
long range results. 

Brunswiekan: Do you think it 
would be possible for the US 
to step out gracefully .if 
things got too bad or are 
they in a position where they 
can’t back out?
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VDo you thinked
er- How long must we wait until New Brunswick schools clean 

up their act, start pairing better salaries, start demanding staffer 
courses, better teachers?Ifict
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Vtie .Some of the freshmen here next year are going to be here 
because they took a course that hasn’t changed in years from some 
TC chick who we probably chuckled at last year down at the KP 
Hall. And don’t forget those girls are going to be teaching your 
children if you stay in New Brunswick.

It’s no secret and it’s no joke that in most cases people go to 
TC who can’t get into university. The longer this situation retr ains, 
the more tainted becomes the image of the teacher.

Why does a post graduate feel embarassed when he tells you 
he's in the Education Department?

Every year universities take the top off high school gradu­
ating classes and leave the rest for Teachers’ College. It’s plain 
to see that we are working in a vicious circle; in increasing our 
enrollment we are necessarily lowering it’s quality.

The answer is the four year undergraduate program in Edu­
cation. Girls come to University to study Nursing instead of go­
ing to hospitals. Why can’t people desiring to teach and at the 
same time get a university degree take the opportunity. It would 
improve the status of teachers and they could demand higher 
salaries.
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the UN could take police ac­
tion as it did in Korea.

Brnnswickan: What do you
think of Henry Cabot Lodge’s 
statement that the US is 
completely justified in being 
in Viet Nam?

Condon: His position is cor­
rect. We do have a right to 
be there. We are there by 
invitation, we have a com­
mitment there and in that 
part of the world. If we 
gave up in Viet Nam, it 
would make people in the 
rest of the world very touchy 
about whether we would 
keep our obligations to them.

Cabot Lodge made a lot of 
sense on television last 
night.* This is a problem 
that faces the free world. 
Pressure is on the US now 
to get out; this is the easy 
thing t odo. It is easy to 
start a third world war, it 
is difficult, though, to stay 
to prevent World War III, to 
see Americans lose their 
lives, Viet Namese lose their 
lives, and to try to maintain 
a stable situation there.

I see no real meaning in 
charges of American Colon­
ialism, Lodge was right 
when he said colonialism has 
been dead for a long time. 
♦Sunday, This Hour Has Se­

ven Days.
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Why, do youis
lat-
rtoi
nk, We should start looking at the problem of education as better 

preparing people for university. The fact that we accept more and 
more high school graduates does not mean more and more high 
school graduates are better prepared for university.
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i of Condon: We have to stay there 

until some settlement can be 
worked out by both sides.

You might liken it to Ber­
lin where there has been no 
basic change in the situation 
four twenty years. The A- 
merican nation is learning to 
live with the burdens of 
world leadership. They are 
less touchy about finding im­
mediate solutions.

Brunswiekan: How far do you 
think Russia will go in back­
ing up Red China?

Condon: Probably not very far. 
Ideologically she could sup­
port China, but I don’t think 
she would make any com­
mitment of troops or aircraft.

What do you 
think of Nixon’s statement 
that ‘we should hit them and 
hit them hard’?

Condon: I don’t think we should 
go as far as former Vice- 
President Nixon said or im­
plied. We should not escal­
ate simply for the sake of 
escalating, 
has been doing is correct, 
when we make a decision to 
hit back, we hit back very 
hard.

Brunswiekan* Do you think 
Johnson's strong support in 
Congress and Senate and his 
landslide in the last election 
has made him bolder than 
he might otherwise be?

Condon: No, I don’t think so. 
There is a tremendous con-
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Friend in 
Need

The Red Cross provides em­
ergency food, shelter and clo­
thing for victims who have 
suffered loss in a disaster. The 
voice of the Red Cross is heard 
through handmade blankets 
and quilts that will keep the 
disaster victim warm. It is 
heard through the fresh new 
clothing that he will wear for 
protection, and it is heard 
through vital food that will 
give him nourishment It is a 
voice that speaks with definite 
deeds, and so is a welcome 
friend indeed.

i ^ ou create your own glamour 
I when you wear this exciting 
I classic ensemble—this perfectly 
I matching skirl ami sweater in 
I superfine 100% Knglish Botany 

I —in exciting new colours for 
| Spring! Pullover has full- 
! fashioned raglan shoulder with 
I roll collar. :1i sleeves, is 
|; mothproof, shrink-treated ami 

machine-washahle. .11-12. 810.08. 
Straight skirl is full)-lined, 
dry-cleanalilc. dyed-lo-malrh 
perfeellx nil Kitten Botany wool 
sweaters. 8-20. 813.98.
Al all fine shops everywhere.
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Condon: Well, are they? I
would think that the West 
is exploring the possibility 
of other solutions of a non­
military sort. If the US went 
to war on a large scale Bri­
tain and Canada would sup­
port her.

We must separate long 
range problems and short 
range diplomatic manoever-

Bruniwickan:
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Br swickan: What kind of ef- 

jet do you think the UN can 
have?

Condon: I’m not sure that the 
UN can do much more than 
urge powers Involved to sit 
down at conference tables.

With De Gaulle and others 
attempting to narrow UN po­
wers, it seems unlikely that

mMarch is Red Cross Month 
in Canada.
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TV—Radio 
Service

Have one of the experts at 
Greene’s repair yoyr radio, TV 
phono or appliance. Prices rea­

sonable — Prompt Service 
Coe.. King & Carleton 5-4449
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