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the problem O mordlity C

By NORMAN LAZARE

Reprinted from the Georgian

The furor resulting from the McGill Daily
question illustrates the meaning of the
""generation gap’’ very clearly. The lines
have been drawn and while it would be
wrong to assume that exceptions don’t exist,
it is clearly evident that opinion and age
are closely related.

The ‘‘student generation’’ regards the
Daily issue as a test of democracy. lts
parents feel that the reprint of Paul Kras-
sner’s article was an abuse of this freedom
and that it should be sharply curtailed in
the future. The opposing factions were
molded in different environments and tem-
pered by different problems. The elder, by
depression and a global war, the younger
by an affluent, brutal society, perpetually
on the brink of destruction. Parents often
find it difficult to comprehend that the
spectre of the mushroom shaped cloud has
as profound an effect on their children as
the depression had on them. This is pro-
bably because the effects are different. De-
pression is principally a physical thing.
Hunger and privation are immediate, every-
day realities. It's psychological effects must,
by necessity, be secondary. Threat of atomic
war, conversely, is psychological. It is the
physical effects of stromtium 90 that are
secondary. This generation has matured in
a scientific age. It has been exposed,
through education, to the scientific ap-
proach. It questions, it doubts, it wants to
know why theories are not practised. This
is why it questions censorship, which is, by
definition, contrary to the principle of free-
dom.

Parents consider Krassner’s satire ob-
scene because it is, in the context of their
morality. Their children by and large do
not because it is not obscene in the context
of theirs. Moreover, of the students who
do think it obscene, many are willing to
support anyone’s right to print it.

Essentially, the conflict is not over ob-
scenity, it is caused by diametrically op-
posed moral values. Both generations are

...and the

It would be naive to isolate the Daily
issue and Krassner’s article from the philo-
sophy of the emerging generation. It is not
simply a matter of students liking four-
letter words. The McGill sit-in affected this
philosophy as it is manifested in education.
No longer do students regard themselves as
merely people purchasing an education. Call
it syndicalism, call it activism, call it the
"mew left” (although it isn’t that at all)
but a new definition of “'student”’ is being
constructed. The idea of attending a uni-
versity by the grace of its administration is
rapidly dissipating. It is being replaced by
an idea of equity. Students are the uni-
versity’s “‘raison d’etre’’. Society offers them
knowledge and skill through professors, stu-
dents offer the commodity of youth. One

guilty of dogmatism. The under thirty gen-
eration is willing to listen to and agree
with Krassner on the issue because they
concur with almost everything else that he
stands for. Their parents don’t listen to
and certainly won’t agree with him, be-
cause they reject almost all that he stands
for. They reject it through disgust and
perhaps through fear. They feel disgust
because the closest approximation to their
offspring’s point of view that they can
manage is to recall themselves at a similar
age. They feel that had they read the
article in question, at that time they would
have judged it obscene. In doing so, they
are ignoring the vital cause of the schism.
This is simply because even at the age of
their children, they had previously been
shaped by a different society than this one.
The challenges, the institutions, the re-
sponsibilities all of which play a large part
in the erection of moral standards have
changed. The challenges, institutions and
responsibilities are now peace, Universities
and academic success, instead of material
survival, churches and labor. Just because
the focus has moved from one set to an-
other doesn’t mean that the former is in-
ferior and frivolous. Paradoxically, the
generation that prides itself on realism and
scorns the “idealism’’ of its children as
adolescents, is not, now, being realistic.
Peace is more important in the sixties, than
ever before, because humanity will not be
given another chance, if it fails. Students
consider this a brutal reality. They regard
peace as a vital necessity, their parents re-
gard it as a hopeless dream and war as an
inevitable eventuality. The world which
students wish to create, is alien and illogical
to their parents, and so their parents fear
it, as people always fear the unknown. To
combat this, they become conservative and
resist change. Their children find faults with
their parents thinking and therefore with
"their’’ society and they label it bad. They
wish to change many things quickly, their
parents wish to change few things gradually.
The result is tension, resentment and, in ex-
treme cases, violence.

generation gap

cannot continue without the other. The
relationship is symbiotic. Relationships are,
by definition based on equality. When ad-
ministrations, comprised of people with the
parental image deny equality and the auto-
nomy that is part of it, as was done at
McGill, rebellion results.

Whether or not Krassner's article is ob-
scene can be left to individual interpretation.
Whether or not the McGill Daily should have
printed it, has been left to the Administra-
tion’s interpretation. Neither question is
however important in terms of the '‘gen-
eration gap’’. It is the disparity and sources
of opinions that is significant. History re-
cords that the ‘‘generation gap’’ is not a
modern innovation. Whether or not it will
ever be reduced only time will tell.
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a pathy
IS Nnecessary

By NORDAHL FLAKSTAD
Reprinted from The Martlet

Few, if any, would fail to attribute
to Marx the slogan “"Workers of the
world, unite!” Fewer still, however,
would be certain of the possibility that
Marx might not simply have been
echoing an earlier call urging "’Apat-
hists of the world, unite!”’

This earlier call by some now for-
gotten philosopher did, however, not
fall entirely upon deaf ears. The ex-
tent to which many have taken his
words to heart is in part reflected by
the relatively high percentage of
voters who fail to participate in our
federal, provincial, municipal and, in-
deed, in our university elections.

Apathy has long been the favoured
cliche of aspiring and incumbent cam-
pus politicians. It has also become
the tired and trite subject for many
a varsity newspaper editorial. All in
all, apathy has somehow transformed
itself into something resembling the
spectre of an official opposition to
student government.

One might add that whereas the
Opposition in Ottawa is for ever wait-
ing for an opportunity to topple the
government, the apathetic opposition
at Uvic is indeed a ‘loyal’ one be-
cause it never asks for a vote of
confidence.

Student leaders constantly talk of
means by which they can 'activate’
and ‘involve’ students. They are con-
tinually searching for the social laxa-

tive with which they can make non-
extant the inertia of the ’‘great un-
moved.” It appears that these stu-
dent leaders have made a value judg-
ment which asserts that activism is
good and virtuous, while apathy is
bad and sinful.

Do we necessarily all want to be
‘activists’?  The question can only
be answered on a subjective and in-
dividual basis. | feel entitled to say,
"l do not wish to be involved and
I'll be damned if student officials are
going to legislate my involvement just
because they think it is a good idea.”

If activism were carried to its logi-
cal and ludicrous extreme, each and
every individual would be engaged
in attempting to implement his ideas
—each would be a leader without
followers. In short, we would have
anarchy. General apathy might lead
to a similar situation.

We must be prepared to recognize
that apathy does play a part in the
balance of the social order. Those
who wish to have everyone partici-
pating will have to accept the fact
that their ability to carry out action
is in part made possible by the un-
willingness of others to oppose them,

The next time you hear the cry
"“"Down with Apathy,”” don’t feel guilty,
don’t wince, don’t move uncomfort-
ably in your seat, or else you will
betray the fact that you are not a
follower of our anonymous philosop-
her, not a believer in those words of
Milton’s, 'They also serve who stand
and wait,’




