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CHA!?TER XXIV.-tContinued.)SH1E bowed lier liead, down, down
tlll she Iiased his foot. H1e
wlnced, but said nothing. Thon

she rose.
"Ask," she sald, sinklng into a

chah,.
"Wliy do you 111e me?" hoe asked.
'Il do noV lIke you-I adore you. "
".Please lot me put my questions my

own way. Wliy, if you prefor iV, do
you thiuk you adore me?"

"Wliy doos a mother love lier dhild,
or tho nun lier crucifix? Wliy ýdoos
the Red Virgin love lier master? Be-
cause she la wliat she la. and hoe la
whla lie la."

"And what la lie?" lie persistod.
'Il wlll tolt you. H1e la a great

stroug man wlio eau carry another big
man wlth one arrn as If lie wero
bearlu.g a child. 11e la a foarloas man
who eau go luto the moat dangerous
quarters without. a qualrn, rnoving

aogthe moat reckleas mou as If
liey were doga wlio feared has lash.

frenzy or savagery, but wlth Infinite
resource and lndomltWbleý courage.
H1e -can amile lu the very face o!
deati. 11e la a man set above other
mon, as a lion la set above jackals,
or a prince above slaves."

"'Ail VIs la very flattering-but Vo-
tally untrue, ut an-y rate as far as
your reasons for haviing any senti-

mental feelings towards mysel!."
"You do flot 1110w yoursel!," alie

crled.
'INo one knows hirnself," lie re-

jtorted; "that is the beglnniug and
the end o! all philosophy. Stili lass
do you 1110w yourself. You thilu Yolu
love me, and you think you love me
because I arn strong and brave. You
bave met plenty of etrorig and brave
men and have not loved. thern. Such
affection as you have for me ta based
on bass vulgar attributes. You l110
me, really, because in te 'Persian
Vauîts' I spared my enernY, becauso
to-niglit IJ succoured a etriclen man.
Iu a word, I carriod into practîce 'cer-
tain Cliristian principles which. are
pften preached but seldorn actedl
upon. AU that was noble lu you re-
sponded Vo actions 'whicli perliaps had
In them somethlng of nobliVy. Ad-
mniration sprlnging frornt such sources
canniot manifest itsolf lu amorous
adoration. I have won your respect;
I ami proud o! It. Corne, Red Vîirgin,
lot me pay you the tigliest lonour lu
11Y Power,!and.ask you Vo work wltli
mue iu a cause which I belleve Vo be
just and noble, te maintenance o!
the House o! Kart lu tItis unîappy
andi divideti lanu<L"

The Redi Virgin rose from lier seat.
Twice she trIedti o spoal, and twîe

she faileti. She stretcheti out both
lier arma, as if VIe gesture could tale
te place of te unapolcen worde andi

express thoughts eitlier Voo coniplex
for' speech or too elomental fer lant-

object Vo?" demanded the Freiherr
s ciff ly.

"I objeet Vo neither, but 1 have no
time to waste. You have lot that
cursed Englander go, and lu fivo min-
utes your house will be surrounded by
Meyer's soldiers or Drechaler s
police."

"Do you thinli so?"
"Of course I thlnk so. We are flot

playing puss-in-the-corner or is-in-
the-ring. A state of thinga ex.s~s ,
diatinguishable frorn open war. i nave
strudli, and the othor side must strike.
As they have practically ail the re-
sources of the Stato on their'aide, 1
propose to avoid their counter-
stroke."

-'And I," said the Freilierr, "propose
to meet ItV"

The Arcli-duke made'a gesture of
despair. "And be crushed?" lie de-
manded.

'*If necessary. 1 ar n ot in the
habit of running away."

"~But, man aive!" pro tested Cyril,
"wo cannot keep an army at 'bay."

The Freiherr shruggeo has shoul-
dors. "That was flot the creed of rny
ancestors," lie, retorted.

The Areli-duke's patience, or wliat
was left of it, evaporated loto tliin
air.

"Your confounded ancestor," Lie
cried, 'Idelied the laws of war and
common sense. 1 admit hie sueceeded,
but agalust Turks armed witli acimi-
tara and other weapons o! barbarism.
We are pltted againat the cleveroat
braina lu 1-uroPe directing disciplîned
forces armed wlth weapons ai pre-
cision. To stay here la to play the
hero and fal. To fly is to romain
free to choose Our own -battletleld.1

"Where, may that be?"
"Wolfsnaden! "
*Il understood the road was

blocked."

H~T1ERE are other roads," cried
iT the Arcli-duke. "Wo cau

travel along the Western
Road to Klelndorf. Frorn thence we
can train Vo Schlusli and froin Schlusli,
we can sleigh Vo, Wolfsnaden. Twelve
houra' hard travelling wlll take us
there, and we must start at once."

lWilh Kari'?" asked the Preierr.
"IWith Kari and the Queon Mother.

We must retain our liostages. Noth-
ing aucceoda 111e succeas. Tliey, will
set up a form. of governmo nt her-3;
wo must set up another there. Their
edIcta will bie slgned by a Social
democrat, ours by a king."

"An uncrowned king"' commonted
the Preiherr.

'"Crovwned or uncrowned," rotorted
the Arch-duke, "lie is the ouly tang-
ble royalty lu Grimland. Ris person
la worth more to us than a dozen
regiments. Are you comlng?"

-1 arn not sure."
"*NoV sure! Was there ever-"
The Freiherr's butier lnterrupted,

the Ardli-duke's frautie expoatulation.
"There la sorneone knocklng at die

door, mny lord," sald the servant.
"TIenl open and see who 1V 15,"

said the F'relherr.
"Do niothlng of the sort," interrupt-

ed Cyril hurrlodly. "Look out of a
window and see whe 1V le wilo
i(iocks."

The butler looked for confirmation
o! Vhis order Vo has master.

"Do as Ris higliness bids," sald the
Frelherr coldly.

Tlie sound o! the knocklng wis
audible enough now lu the dlnlng-
roomn, and Cyrll's countenance tool
on an even foercer expression. A
moment la Ver te man-servant ite-
turned.

'"Soldier, my lord," lie sald.
"How rnany?" demanded Cyrl.
"About liai! a dozen on VIe door-

step, Rîgîniesa; about two hundred lu
te street."

I'Gott In Rimmel! We must fly,"

criod Cyril excitedly. "Corne, Lacaer-
berg; come, Freiherr; the back
door-"

'Ila no doubt as well thronged us
my front door," sneered the Freilierr.

"We must rial It. Corne!" shriekied
the Arch-duke.

'Il do flot propose . Vo boît out ,f
my own house like a rat," sald the
.preiherr calmly, "and if 1 did I sliould
prefer to maIe rny exit by the roof."

"The roof, yea," cried Cyril. "NoV
a mornent la to be lost.. Gorne! "

"As I sald," romarked the Freihorr,
"Il bave a prejudice againat running
away, but you are at libercy Vo act as
you please. If you thinî discretion
the better part o! valour, rny butier
will conduct you to the attic and indi-
cate the trap-door. It la quite possi-
ble Vhat-"

But Cyril waited for no further iiu-
sLruetions. Seizing the Preiherr'a ser-
vant by the arm lie bustled hirn out
Gf the room, closely followed by Major
von Lacherberg and the others. Tlie
Freilierr alone rornained soated, sip-
ping lis wine, and listening Vo the
incessant blows thundered on his
portai.

In a minute there was a terrifie
crash that told of solid joinery yleid-
-g Vo importunate violence.

H1e calmly lit another cigarette, and
Vhe hand that hld the lighted match
was as atoady as even tlie Freiherr ef
Kraag could desire.

A moment later Goneral Meyer, at-
tended by Vhree officers, a corporal,
and a couple o! privates, entered the
dining-roorn.

The General saluted.
The Freiherr barely aeknowledged

bis preseuce, and blew out a thin
cloud of arnoke.

'Il regret any Injury I may have
doue Vo your front door," began Gen-
oral Moyer, Who was pale deapite bis
recent exertions, "but thore was sorne
dolay lu auswering Vhe bell."

"My butier was attendlng Vo, the
needa of some gentlemen." There
was au unpleasant emphasis on the
last word.

"~And so neglected the requirements
of te Klng's soldiers!" rejoined
Meyer. "You are scarcely lu toucli
wlth the latest developmentsII TeRathsherren ceased Vo administerthe
realrn at five o'clock Vhis eveulng,"1

"«Whgt do you mean?",
"There was a& decree lasued at tliat

hour and Vo that effect by the Prime
Minister."1

"Il amn afrald Rerr Drechsler's do-
crees are of littIe lnterest"# sneered
the Frellierr. "They posaess neither
the validity of law, nor the rudiments
o! grammar."

ETmehse orasr o

Meyer dryly; 'Il dictated Vhe
exact ternis o! the pronunciamiento
inysoîf."

"E9ven so,ý îte legaity la noV bet-
tered."

,q venture Vo dlff or, Frelherr. Wlien
te representative, o! the popular will

la supporto'd by tlie ropresentatîve of
te national forces the Vorm 'legalVy'

become superfluous."
"Miglit la noV riglit, General."
"IV so nearly approxîmates iV lu Lie

presont circumstances that IV would
be highly unwlae Vo, draw any nîce dIs-
tinctionis."

"Nevertitolesa 1 draw Vhiem," main-
talned the Frollerr.

"'Thon 1 have te honour Vo, lnuform'
your lordshlp that you are my pris-
oner."

'Il have been commlssloned Vo ar-
reat aIl members of te Rathsherren
who do noV subscrlbe to the new
Order-lu-CounclL- So far we have
sounded about half a dozen-.ud they
are aill ite Srafeburg."

Inîfamnous!" exclaimed the Frelh2rr.
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Catch the daylight and defiect it at any
required angle into dark rooma, thus mak-
and tloomy interlors both light and dry,

anlaving the cost of tas and electriciti.
For store-fronts, sldcwalk-hatches, roof
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light bas to be turned inwards and multi-
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Big Bugs have little Bugs
Upon thewr backs to bite themn

Lttie Bugs have lesser Bugs
And so ad inkiituni.
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