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,city," said Hugh dryly. "The picture
is delightful. Oh! Sybil, it's splendid
to be with you ýagain. If It could only
lasit always like this."

"Why ýcannot it?" she askeýd in a
whisper ithat set bis pulses thro;bbing.

He paused for a moment to masyter
his voice before lie answered.

'IBecause," be said steadily, III have
news ýto tell that will carry you for
ever okut of my reach."

Atthe word ýsie leapt fromt her seat.
The brigit, Impetuous sochool-girl lie
ýhaýd known so well. "T1'at setties it,"
she icried, III won't wait a minute, a
second; out witb your news at once
and let me lie thte judge. If you fan-
cied 1 was back with you in Conne-
mara, rememnber 1 always had my own
way there-you neyer could refuse me
in ltte -old days when I said ',please.'

'Il cannot refuse you now," saild
Hugh. "You shall hear the story and
judge for yourself. Here goes."

While he sipoke of Ella and hier
lover, Syfbil showed the mostt languid
interest in the story.

"Ella Fallaclo, yes," she thought she
remembered lier. "Dark-eyed ýgirl,
wasn't she? good-looking, too, rather.
Brownte was the painter you used ito
think such a lot about; raither a rougli
diamond. Well, it seemied a very suit-
able match, and she hoped they would
be liappy."

[But -when hie came to, tell the story
of Pallacio and tihe stolýen picture, and
the confession of the dying man, hier
interest grew intense. WIth parted
lips and eyes affame ýshe listenied ýto
hils mad adventure ln the picture gal-
lery of Sternholt Towers, the rtlieft of
the picture, the finding of ithe letter
and the will.

Hugh drank ln ber beauty with an
eagerness of wbich bier excitemient
seemed -to mtake hier wholly unoonsol-
ous. More than once -the woruls ýfal-
tered -on his lips, and lie tangled the
tiread of his tale. Wben he got
tlirough at laest the gîrl sat for a long
time rigid and sulent, whlle lier soft,
deeýpbreathing genitly swayed te lace
on bier bosoi.

s HE found ber volce at hast. "Oh, It
« Is wonderful, Hugb," she crled,

"Iwonderful, wonderfuh. It Is some-
thing like out of an old romance. Can
It be true ?"

"Qulte true, my lady," be anýswered
gravely. "Yon are te dlaugliter of
Vincent, Earl 0fSternhoit, and heiress
to, his lands, itentements and heridita-
ments as surely as I am plain Hugi
Limner."

'IMother, moitlher," Sybli ýcried, bear-
ing a step site kýnew on the stairs,
"here is 'Hughi come to stay 'with us.
He bas a wonderful falry tale to, tell
you."

Mrs. Darley~s kindhy face showed at
the door full of surprise and pleasure,

"Y'eu are very welcome, Hugli," she
said. 'Il sýee Sytbil has already wel-
ýcorned you."1

iSie glanced aside et ýSy'bil' blust-
Ing face, well pleased alt wbaît shte saw
there. Por she and Mrs. Limner had
made a match for (those two before
ýtbey -were well out of their crade.

"ITeli bier, Hugh," Sybl commanded
lmperiouehy, and Hugli bad to begin
his strange story again.

iSybih sat on -the side of ber mother'e
chair, her arm round ber waist, and
pusbed in a word impFjtienthy If Hugli
xaused -for a second Jn bis tale. She
was stili initoxicated witb excltement.

"You are a dowager couniteas, mni-
my," site cried ait lest, "aren't you
proud? 1 feel Ju'st like the goose girl
In the falry ftale when site suddenly
discovers she e te princees."

"'There Is no doubt of all this,
Hugh?" Mrs. Darley asked tremýul-
oushy.

*«None."
"IThen bie Is surely dead," Mie sa&d

sadly. 'I'!roughl ali titose years site bad
kept hope warm hldden away le the
depths of ber heert that ber husband
was stilh aive.

"'You have bis letter," site asked
after a pause. "I sbouhd lke te see
't.,,

III have onhy a coODy," he answered.
11 have placed the -original, Jhe wll,
and caber papers wIth -tbe plitture ln
te strong room -oftthe 1bank. I don't

trust my Lord Steruolt-"'
*0There mueit be a trial, I suppose.

For myself, 1 sitould not trouble aebout
It but bis daugliter muet take her
plaice In the. world. Me was right, ai-
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