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pressed IFordyces as lier face and lier
strangely repressed manner bad dont.

She wouid only sing one song; and
tliey sat and taiked for.about an hour.
The hal-door-beil rang-a man's voice
and feotstep were heard, and Lord
Claymire entered the drawing-room.

SHe was a ig man witli a coarse
face. Hie w re a Newmarket coat
which did not suit him, and lie didn't
look à genleman. Bis face was flushi-
ed, as à he had been drinking-whicli
hie liad-and heliooked round the
rooni with rather dazed cyes; then he
nodded to bis wife, exciaimed, "Hailo,
Ernest!" in rather a thick voice, and
stared at Fordyte.

Lady Claymire rose,.-but she did not
approach him, and she made the intro-
drttion in a voice and with a mariner
of constrairit. Lord Claymire nodded
and held out bis hand; it was huge an&-
red, as if it had just been withdrawn,
from one of bi& own vats.

"Giad to set you," hie said. "Any
friend of Ernest's., Corne into the
smoking-room and have a drink and a
cîgar." Be gianced sideways at lis
wife. "Don't sit up; wc rnay be late."

Fordyce dcclined the invitation, on
the excuse of early rising. Mertori
aiso decined; and the- two men left
the house.

"We'ii walk,W said Fordyce.
Tliey waiked in -silence until they

had reaclied bis room, then Merton
said, abruptly:

"Wreil, what do V~u think of lier?"
"I have kn&wn Ldy Claymire such

a short tume-" J egan Fordyce in a
cold way; but the boy interrupted
him.

"Look liere, Fordyce, you've got to
like bier. Sbe wants a friend. 'You'v'e
seen Claymiire. I needn't say more.
And she likes you."

Fordyce raised his eyes siowly.
"Bow do you know that?"
"I'm ber brother," replicd Mertôn.
Fordyce wcnt up to bis studio, lit bis

pipe, anid walked up and down. Be-
fore lie went to bcd lie resolved that
lie would not be drawnr into ani ac-
quaintance witb- the Claymires. The
mari was a brûiè-tlie sort of mnan
Fordyce hated. He feit sorry for
Lady Claymirc.

Tbrce days later lie alked round to
Park Lane, and resolved just to send
in bis card. And, of course, lie asked
for Lady Claymire, and went in. He
stayed and bad some tea.' She was
alone; Lord Ciaymire liad gone to
Newmarket. Thougli she was as re-
served as on the niglit wben lie bad
dined there, Fordyce went away fe--
ing tliat she had been glad to se him.
She bad donc ncariy ail the talking..
Slie had toid hlm about the oId-vicar-
age, about lier father, lier pets, bier
favorite books, ber music. Fordyce bad
iistened, said a. word now and again
and nodded. It secmed to be sufficient
for lier.

From this bc saw bier nearly every,
day. Sometimes she would dine witb
him and Merton at one of the quiet
restaurants; sometimes she went ta
the theatre op tbe picture-galery -sbe
was fond of pictures, and Fordyce led
her to the riglit ones. Sometimes lie
met bier ini the park, and they would
xaik together, for, 'say. a quarter of
an bour. He lived onlywhen lie was
with ber. Now and again FordYce
met Ciaymnire. He was always flusbed
of face and more or Iess tbick of
utterance. as if liceliad been drinking-
wbich lie had.

Fordyce bated him witb an increas-
ing hatred, anid disliked bcing witli
hîrn wben bis wife was prescrit, for
the man had a way of speakirig to bier
and looking at bier wbich made For-
dyce want to strike him; and FcrdYce
haterl wanting to strike any man witli-
out doing it.

Presently sbc got on -bis nerves.
When he began to paint, the pale face,
with the calm. sad evcs. and the littie
curve of the lips, flashed -bctwen bimi
and the canvas. Little thirigs she bad
Said rang in his cars; a glove of hiers,
togeiber witb a flowcr whicb had fallen
frni- the hosom of lher dress. lav
Scn'inched up in the pocket of bis
Pairnting-coat. He had made to bumi
them in tbe flame of bis spirit-lanip at
leac4 six times. but tbey bad olways
gore back ta his pocket unsinged.

0_ne day-be had been trying ta
rair., for bours-he 'went round ta
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mire passed lim in the ball. BH '*s
in a passion of somne sort, and s r
ing audibly, and voudlisafed
'rcowl and a nod to the visitor.
dyce went into the drawing-rôohn,'
piveserntlIy shécame to himi

She was dehthly paie, and tlierý,ý
a mark on lier brow whicli slIwed
through ;.the soft tendrils..of thir~
which liadbeen drawn over it.

"You bave just come iri timc for
tea;» sliè saidL

lier voi.ce was finm, but theh&ad,
whicli she' gave bim quivered ilke !,n
irptrisoried bird.

*Fordy~ce's strong band Ciosed 0I.
.t ; a mprose in bis tliroat; the lo1
rusbed to 14liad

"Wbat is that?" hé,~asked, boarselY-,'
iooking at the mark on ber face.,

Ariother womari would have said
that she bad falien anid burt herset;.
but this one was inot used to lyîrig-,

"Be struck me," she said, quitte
simply, ber eycs raised ta bis witb a
sad kiridof irtcntriess.

Fordyce gipped ber by the sliould-
ers, the floor seemed to rock beneatb
bim, the walls to swing round like'a
panorama, a mist was before bis eyes
-- a mist tbrougb wbidb her face shone
like a moori picrcing the ciouds.

"My Godl" be said, bctweri bis
teetli.

Tbe love lie bad been figbtirig
against-e the pity of, a strorig mari for
the sorrows of the woman lie loves,
took hoid of bim and rnastercd 'îm
Be lient bis liead until bis lips *ere
nearn bers. She did not move-dî1 not
attcmpt ta relcase berseif from the
grip of bis bands, thougli it burt lier;
but she looked at bim stcadily.

"You shall kiss'me if yrou like," sWe'
said; "but if you do. we part.for ever."

Be raised bis head, bis cyes fixcd on
bers. anid drcw a long brcatb.

"You know I love you?" lie said.
"I have known it for some time

past."
"Anid yau?"
"Yes; you have the riglit ta ask.

1 love youl Waît! If we are to meet
again, there must neyer be a word of
love bctweeri us: you must neyer
touch me-as, you are doing now. Il
you. cari abide by this. then we can
noc 'sec bis face, and witb bis faec
but if riot-Decide."

MI's hanzds dropped from ber sliauid,
crs: she turried away so tbat she couid
not sec bis face, arid witb bis face
stili avertcd, lie said:

"I agree. You may trust me."
Then lie took up his bat and wcnt.
Wben Mertori called at Fordyce'i

* studÎo the next morning he was toid
that Fordyce had gone ont of town.
Fordyce was away a little over a
wcek. B e camne back late anc even-
iing. and foilnd five notes frorrv'.Merton
Iving on the table. They wcre ail en-
treaties that Feordyce would let Mer-

.ton know the moment Fordyce re-
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