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Bill (from the Legislative Council)
for enabling Courts to abstain
from pronouncing sentence of
death in certain Capital IFelo-
nies.

HEREAS it is expedient that in all ca-
scs of Felony not within the benefit of
Clergy, except Murder, the Court before which
the Ofiender or Offenders shall be convicted
shall be authorized to abstain from pronouncing
Judgement of Death, whenever such Court shall
be of opinion that under the particular circum-
stances of'any case, the Offender or Offenders is
or are a fit and proper subject, or fit and proper
subjects, toberecommended forthe Royal mercy:
Be it therefore enacted by the King’s most Excel-
lent Majesty, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Legislative Council and Assembly
of the Province of Lower-Cunada, constituted
and assembled by virtue of and under the autho-
rity of an Act passed in the Parliament of Great
Britain, intituled, Andct lv repeal certain parts
of an Act passed in the jfourteenth year of His
Majesty’s Reign, inliluled, ¢ An Act for making
‘more effectual provision for th: Government of
“the Province of Quebec, in North America,” and
Jor wmalking further provisivn jfor the Govern-
ment of the said DProvince : And it is hereby
enacted by the authority of the same, That
from and after the passing of this Act, when-
ever any persons shall be convicted of any
Felony, except murder, and shall by Law
be excluded the Benefit of Clergy in res-
pect thercof, and the Court before which
such Offender shall be convicted shall be
of opinion that, under the particular circums-
tances of the case, such Offenderis a fit and
proper subject to be recommended for the Royal
mercy, it shall and may be lawful for such Court,
it" it shall think fit so to do, to direct the proper
Oflicer then being present in Court to require
and ask, whereupon such Officer shall require
and ask, if such Offender hath or knoweth any
thing to say why Judgement of Death should not
be recorded agzinst such Offender, and in case
such Cffender shall not allege any matter or
thing sufficient in Law to arrest or bar such
Judgement, the Court shall and may, and is here-
by auathorised, to abstain from pronouncing
Judgement of Death upon such Offender, and
instead of pronouncing such Judgement to order
the same to be entered of record, and thereupon
such proper ORicer as aforesaid shall and may



