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CURRENT
COMMENT

.A striking  example of the con-
Unuity of the Catholic Church is

gven 1n an event which took place

recently in the diocese of Plymouth, ’

England. After a lapse of exactly
365 vears (Feb. 24th, 1538—Feb.
24th, 1903) since the suppression of
the last Abhot of Buckfast, the
first abbot of the revived ocder,
was installed on the 24th of Febru-
ary last. From the (Plymout)
Western Weekly News we get tlis
bit .of iutercsting history anent the
ancieny  abbey: “The Abbey of
Bu('kfast is of very ancient founda-
bon, and its early history is lost.
It appears in “Domesday’™ as Buc-
festre, and therefore existed before

.the Conguest. It is: believed to have

had unbroken descent from Saxon
times until it was despoiled in the
reign of Ilenry VIII. Originally the
monks were of the order of St.
Benedict, but in 1148 it became Cis-
tercian, how or why seems very un-
certain, except that in that-age the
Papal authority was largely sup-
planting that of the diocesan bis-
hops in the religious houses, and
the Cistercians were under the di-
rect control of the Pope. In these
early centuries, however, the monks
were very industrious, and were the
chief manufacturers -and traders of
the neighborhood. In
were admitted to the Guild
chant of Totnes.
later it is recorded that Abbot
Philip obtained a grant of a weekly

‘market at Buckfastleigh and of a

Yearly fair at Brent. In April, 1297,
the Abbey had the honor of a visit
fr()m'}",d{vard 1. Worth says that
the Abbey produced 1o notable men

unless we except William Slade, a

Devoushire man. who become the
head of the house in 1413. IHe is
described as not only a scholar and
a theologian, but an artist, and
zealous in the discharge of his
duties. The last abbot was Gilbert
Doune, or Downe, who was ap-

pointed in 1535, the very time when |

all the smaller monastries were be-
ing suppressed, and Downe had held
the oflice barely three vears when
he considered it politic or expedi-
ent to surrender the monastery in-
to the hands of she King's commi¥-
sioners. The Abbey and the adja-
cent lands were then granted to
Sir Thomas Deunis. After passing
through various hands the Abbey
fell into decay, and a factory and
other houses were erected out of its
ruins. In 1882 the site of the old
Abbey, with the ground immediate-
ly surrounding it, was purchased on
behalf of the community of Bene-
dictine Monks, who were then re-
cently expelled from France. By
them the modern house on the site
was taken down, the foundations of
the old buildings were unearthed,
and a new Abbev has been erected
on the site. A four-storied tower
at the west angle, known as the
Abhots' Tower, is the only. part of
the old building which remains.”

The Right Rev. Boniface Natter,
0.5.B., has heen chosen first Abbot
of the restored community. The
ceremony of blessing an abbot s
similar to that of the conse-
¢ration of a Bishop, except that
the chrism g not used. The
new abbot took the oath to be
v:f}le to the' Church and the Sove-
“8n Pontifi, and to preserve in-
tt)?ctth the possei;sions and privileges
queqt? order; and replied to certain
will‘in Ons‘ ,Of the Bishop as to his
the Of(!;:.ss to observe‘ the rules of
live I 1vr{ to govern Justly and to

Oy, and to use the property
and means of the monastery for th'é
benefit of the poor and of strangers.

The offertory included 3 cheque for
£1,000.

[]
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fon the spiritual perception of the
Isoul in the things that relate to
{God. The article 1s of immense
ipractical utilitv—of guidance and
Pof consolation. We give but a short
selection from it: *In the secular
branches of knowledge called science
and art, progress is insured the
moment men learn that their de-
fects are remediable. It remains to
be proven that they will display
similar energy in regard to matters
spiritual. One fears lest those who
are striving so diligently to perfect
their powers of observation and ap-

about the corresponding develop-
ment of spiritual sense and reli-
gious feeling; or, to take anoT.her
point of view, lest cultured minds

trained to fine mental accuracy
may be coutent to remain very
dull indeed, with regard to things
of divine import. The varying les-
sons of the liturgy may continue to
pass unheeded; Prayer and Gospel
and Introit with their heart-stir-
Iring messages of resistless inspira-
tion may remain unfamiliar still;

the . majestic harmonies in which
during long centuries the Church
has chanted forth to God the

strains of human plaint and human

| Father Joseph McSorley, C.8.P,,
| contributes to the pages of the
! Catholic World Magazine for March
lan article of more than usual value

preciation, may e less enthusiastic !

—even il Catholic—that have been‘

|

and fearlessly against the same
state has he stood for the rights of
the individual and of the people.
Liberty and authority, one impos-
sible without the other. in perfect
sympathy are to work out the per-
fection of the individual and of the
nation. Leo XIIT. has done a
greater work still. He has proved
to the world, which obstinately re-
fused to believe it, that Catholicity
is an intellectual religion; not alone
intellectual, but that the specula-
tive reason, dwelling upon the posi-
tive, revealed truths, may find
more than ample exercise for every
one of its powers. Science has pros-
pered under his encouragement, hut
he has always shown that science—
restricted to the material and the

. . »
1o o'clock on Thursday Mass was

i sensible—is but a narrowing of the
scope of human reason and a de-|
basing of the sonl.”

the day, Catholic and non-Catholic,’
pay their tribute to Leo XIIIL. in
{the pages of the March number of
thé Catholic World Magazine.
Among them are Dr. Kerby of the
Catholic University, Carroll D,
Wright, DPresident Schurman, I,y-
man Abbott. Dr. Kerby thus writes
of Leo's work in the field of socio-
logy: “Officially, lLeo XIII. has
taught a harmonious Christian so-

cial philosophy in recorded conver-

?lege conducted by the Sulpicens at
i Montreal.
fthere for eight years, he occupied a
' Many of the leading thinkers of{professorship  of

The conversion of Christianity
His Grace, and afrom Mohammedamsm and Bud-
powerful sermon preached by Rev.|dhisin last year in all pagan coun-
Father Lietrand, C.85.S.R. After|tries is now officially placed at
Mass a dinner partaken of by over:250,000. Of these, the Catholic
fifty priests was served at the|Church received 74 per cent.
palace on Wednesday evening. On |
Thursday evening a very pleasing |
entertainment was given at thel spy. pao Cy
convent of The 1101!;' Names, St.gmclrl;i. I::\.I.L’har‘]es V. Davey, for-
Bonilace. The jovous occasion e“d'éDorsét‘ };lg] lca?,(“l:ﬁte at l\-Iarnl'mll,
ed on Friday evening with an edify-| the 'nyt} flg,"(_«:m ‘ten re‘cel\fed mto
ing entertainment at St. Marv'siu ol arch at St. Mary's,
e - 7 Clapham.
Academy, Winnipeg. :

Adelard Langevin, son of ¥. The-
ophile Langevin and Maria Pomela | :
Racicot, si:ter of Mgr. Ra:‘icol, Vi- ] faizllailtl? QI:th(})de l‘l?rgy in Buf-
car General of Montreal, was boru!Jow h‘tnce(thtne services at St
on 23rd of August, 1855, at St. ISi":Ar;h};)ixz a .Ldral i hon(,?r of
dor, P.Q. His first studies were shop Quigley prior to his de-
made at the parish schpol ol Stf 1I)?rt1‘1r‘e for ~}”S Jew f'xeld of labor.
Isidor. In 1867 he went to the col- was tl‘w first time in the history

of the city that such a striking
manifestation of esteem on the part
of the separated brethren had been
extended to a Catholic priest or
prelate. Speclal seats were reserv-
ed for the ministers, who attended
in a body.

celebrated by

After having  studied
Latin for two
years in the same college. In 1881
he entered the Congregation of Ob-
lates and was ordained in 1882.
From 1882 to 1885 he acted -as!
missionary priest at St. Peter's: .
church, Montreal. From 1885 to ST. BONIFACE COLLEGE.
1893 he lectured in Theology at the *
Ottawa University. In 1893 he :

4

came to Winnipeg as pastor of $t. inotn \:';:dn.esday evening, the 18th
Mary's church. About a year and Cslli’ ? students of St ffoniface
& half later he was consecrated| . . coc lurnished a highlgeithstrac-

1236 they.
Mer-
Nearlv a century

praise may swell and sink wnnotic-  gations, allocutions, and letters —
ed. Perfect methods of training | hich philosophy meets the prob-
cwill possibly obtain for generations jemy of modern life directly and,
hefore attention will be turned tolgye may sav, adeguately. The cul-!
 the spiritual aspect of life's oppor-ipination of Leo's teaching is lound
tunities. Onlv the few will know i ‘Rerum Novarum, ‘the
“the suggestive symbolism ol rite Charta of laborers. In it is synop-
‘and ceremony; only the few will ve- ¢iyod confirmed, and taught, as in-
|member  the history  of

,\Iagna' PQI‘SOI‘IS and FaCtS

God's 4 code, the Catholic reform thoughtf

 saints; only the few will thrill with ithat had become wital in Germany, |

‘a sense of the deep meaning of the|Switwrlaml, France and Austria,
Morning Sacrifice—although in very|,4 well as his own personal con-
truth a vigilant soul might mount!y i tions. ANl in Catholic thought
heavenward up these steps like the ,ndq  action  before the encyelical
visioned angels upon Jacob’s lad-ijeads to it: all subsequent, proceeds
der. But the ‘blind’ never see th“i['rom it. The great activity in
rays of glory that are streaming in. thought and organization for the
through sanctuary pane; nor watch»past twelve vears may justly be
the flickering altar-light rise, an‘licélled the fruit of that encvclical.
fall as it sighs out its life there in 'When the wisest and best in mod-
the dusk so near to God; nor rcadiern nations shall have reached a
the divine romance writ on thel,tigiving readjustment of thought
faces beside the entrance of the ;g life, the principles of that ad-
dim confessional; nor feel hot tears;justmem will not be unlike those
well up as the white-robed little | japhorated in the teaching of our
ones pass by on their way to learlxi}x()]\. Father. The nations may re-
for the first time how truly a“dicoil.fr()m his leadership; they shall
tenderly Jesus  Christ bhas k)vedf“‘t accept his teaching or fail to
them.” meet the problem  of our civiliza-
Ftion."

Aunother timelv article in  the
same magazine is that on the Jubi-|
lee of I.eo NIII: “We might use the |
word ‘world" without limitation
whatsoever; for il there be one fact
more remarkable than any other,
connected with Teo the Thigr-.
teenth’s reign and character, it is.
the universal respect and admira-
tion in which he is held. During .
the twenty-five vears that he has’
sat upon the throne of Peter there.
is not a serious thinker, a religious
man, a social reformer, an earnest;
' student, a ruler of peoples who has
inot, either in body or in spirit,
‘made pilgrimage to his thromne.
{Leo handled the prbblems belore
ihim with the skill of a Hildebrand,
and his continued vears have but
given additional evidence of his
power and ability as an interpreter
of events and a ruler of hearts. He
has, first of all, shown that the
Church of Christ is independent of
human government or human forms
of government. Its welfare is not
necessarily one with either mon-
archism or republicanism, Ieo XTII.
has been foreign to'no country, and
has heen the friend and supporter
of every legitimate form of govern-
ment. But he has gone further,
and positively advised those who
opposed  their legal government
at home to support it heart
and soul, and make it work for the
welfare of the church. He has
championed the rights of the state;

1

His Grace’s Anniversary

Last week was one of congratula-
tions and festivity at the Bishop's
Palace, $t. Boniface. The occasion
was the 8th anniversary of the con-
secration of Mgr. Langevin, which
occurred on Thursday, Mar. 18th.
The celebration commenced with a
“Scientific Evening’' given on Wed-
nesday under the auspices of the
Jesuit Fathers of St. Boniface Col-
lege. The programme consisted of
an address to His Grace, musical
renderings, and scholarly discourses
on such subjects as fire, animals,

sound, and wireless telegraphy, JAt

tive and gnost interest‘ingf%?eimtﬂic
entertainment in honor of Hia'Gr
| Archbishop Langevin. The hall was
crowded to its utmost capacity.

Archhishop of St. Boniface, which
sacred office he has graced during
the last cight years. ‘

land then

According to recent statistics the'
progress of the Cathoti¢ Church in
America has heen most satisfactory
and encouraging. Up to only a very
few years ago the vontinent ol Am-
erica was classed by statisticians
as a Protestant continent, since it |
was the only one of the five great
divisions of the earth that had a
majority of Protestants. This last
continent is now lost to them, the
latest authentic figures being: Cath-
olics 58,000,000, Protestants
000,000.

RYR)

The influx of settlers at Moosejaw
is so great that enterprising board-
ing-house keepers are coining mon-
ey. The hotel accommodation is al-
together insufficient.

The new bells for Hit. Marv's
church, Calgary, are coming {rom
Furope round the world by ship
from Vancouver east-
ward. This is the cheaper method.
i
{

The Scientific American ol a re-
cent number describes the new tele-
scope of the Jesuit college at Mon- |
treal, Canada. This telescope, it]
appears, was built from the de-
signs of Rev. Father Garais, $.7.,
by the members of the Jesuit col-!
lege. The spherical mirror of this
telescope is in point of size the
third in North America, being ex-
celled only by those of the Yerkes'
and Lick observatories. ‘‘No little
admiration is due,”’ says our es-
teemed contemporary, ‘‘to the man
who has not only designed the
whole and constructed the principal
parts of so intricate an instrument,
but who has moreover with his!
own hand erected the machinerv re-
quired for its production. The work-
ing gear was prepared under the
supervision and according to the
directions of Father Garais, who:
also designed all the parts and fur-:
nished the wooden models.”

The Bishop of Southwark, Eng-
land, says an average of six hun-
dred converts are annually gained
to the Church in his diocese.

The Archbishop upon entering in
company with a large number of
the clergy was greeted with an ex-
cellent orchestral selection, under
the direction of Mr. Betournay, Mr.
Norbert Bellavance and Mr. Joy.
Arsenault then read addresses to
His Grace in French and English,
after which Mr. A. Beaupre deliver-
ed a short prologue to the lectures

iand experiments that made up the

evening’s - delightful = programme.
Mr. J. Mondor discussed the theory
of combustion, illustrating his ex-
planations with such clear and
vivid experiments that even the
most uninitiated could not fail to
understand and appreciate. At the
close of this truly enjoyable lecture
Master Maurice Gelley delighted
the audience with a song entitled
“Little Black Me” in a manner to
win the well-merited applause of
all. e

Then followed a dissertation on
zoology with stercopticon views,
delivered by A. laurendeau and N.
Bellavance. The facility with which
these young geuntlemen treated their
subject showed a good knowledge
of this intercsting branch of scien-
tific studv. At the fall of the cur-
tain a violin and pianc duet, Schu-
bert's Servenade, pleasingly
rendered hy Mr. Jolin Tremblay
and Rev. Father de Mangalecre.

The theorv of sound illustrated
by experiments was next discussed
by Philippe Beaubien, whose highly
successiul efforts were not lost upon

Was

the distinguished aundience.  Alter
this numper, Heunri Manseau  sang

“Mon Drapean,” which was enthu-
siastically received.

An explanatian of wireless tele-
graphy was then given by Jos. Ar-
senault and the principles clearly
demonstrated by the use ol the
wireless instruments.

“Ies Fcoles du Bon Dieu et de
Monseigneur,”’ sung by the mem-
bers of St. Cecilia’s Music Club,
was followed by another selection
from the orchestra.

His Grace then rose and after ex-~
pressing his hearty thanks for the
addresses, congratulated those who
had helped to make the entertain-

‘ment such a success, and by his

kind words encouraged the students

‘to work faithinlly and take advant-
‘age of the excellent opportunities

offered them in this institution of

; learning. After the playing of the
|national anthem all departed with

words of praise for the young men
who had made the evening so en-

| joyable.




