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. BURNS ANNIVERSARIES.

" ——

Bixteen years ngo the Svottish world os-
peoinlly, rung londly .and loog in, connec:

F Bcolland's peasant., pool, Robort. Burns.
- 7 qd now; again prepmations nre loin
" a6 nob only to colabrate Anothex anni-

| therawith thé éentennary of his‘4rab.poctic-

. .fhe ealendar of canonized sainta:

" had all the five and the fervaiir, the eneray,

-Hon with the centonninl celebrations of

versary of the poot's hirth, hyt alse gloug

production. These preparitions witl dotibt-
Toge, asin tho paat, partaké somowhat of
the inteljeotunl, largely of thegooint, nnd not
, fosmanof the al, and..may not unfre-,
.quonlly in their jssues exhibit practical if.
noteininful evidencos ofitlfe {deds held :vos
garding the tastos,tho habitsand the dedires
* of W, man whony they, thus delight to
honqr, .. for 4t moy . be, that .in honor of
« girong drink;"” and of liim*who . so-aweet-.
“ly Bang its’ praises and inanifested”its in-
flvéngor, sofagmay be fodud g0 far animated,
_Jy-tho poevs:spirit agito exemplify, his asn-.

shaltifa’, Bhall be thib king andang them ».”

1y mote real than.inagipary, “ eve. minis-
terauiley hae rbeen hahw’il,* notuonly, sto,
pationize puch celebrationshy théirpresence,-
bub¥d.itpart tathem thvir sinetity ih intro-’
ipéib'g them with eglt:huaiiksﬁp orations and’
falsome panegz:ies cft in.illnccordiwyith the,
officd thoy' fill and-the . inastér whomsthoy:
aerve! yot-in doing #8, Wé suppose they:
«ggrva the Liwd ‘Christ,. and .are thereby,
+ doing God seryice.”’

Did we posaess no other ‘information re-:
garding the'life and pradustions of the'poot,
#hat wliat wo can.gather ffom;the dpesginés”

. of gonvivinl orators, of from punol:bgwl
. pr{aggtipn , sud, pfier-dinuer orations, wo.
would be led t6 auppode that,the:-heroof the:
" day-wiad of the very hightdat-typs of man-
hood, &.shodel of viriuo, Hl"a vory para-’
gon of moral. exggllépco-.—,timg Lijs. failings;.
iz sush-ho liad, ever-lovingly -+ leancd to:
virtue's side;” -and:that every: stanza the’
wrote, and every sentimont lie ittered under’
#hee fiepiration of Ins tuse, breathed such
* ljaﬁx»bepignily and such a praiseworthy.
_purity a8 fo Jayimoraliyy-and religion aliko,.
ander obligations s> immense as could only
be Fepaid by the: inéransicyg and dnbotnd-
o3 giatitade of the world, \
Al thie riik, hiowever, of being branded as
Aliteral, and having » whole-catalogus of
ooé?n’te terms, either het'er or worse cast at
dlgﬁ;ofp_d.:'\ga would ventdre to assert that,
after earefully Ualancing. the good, and:
the. evil .which: -either. Burns' -or his:
suniversaries-jave produced, we sobarly
think thiat the propriety of keeping up the
lstter, as onstom -and habdit have hitherto
sanotioned, is certainly. much mora'than
givationable, anil as being in general
suoh as e rober-minded part of the dom-'
mitiity éannot countenoncé, sud such as
Ohriatians wasi condenin.  Still ministers
ave..found-so. [fir. forgetting, as we think,
both-tlieir master:and their anission, a8 to
. gxaee’inch cqlel’n‘ixﬂbpe with-their presence
and foster them with tlieir aid, yet these
n}ﬁe ministers would hold up their hauds
intholy. horror and:heap the most seathing
ansiliemas upon- thorhead-of the poor bigot-

Ihlifded Cathotio, in“oflering’ aldration:

to' aiihts, while diey tlhewmsgives without
- zordple. and withoiit mea-ire offex their
sddlations to.tlie memory of one, in regard
$o--whoin it wanld reqiire:n anore than'
grestionablewatretch of eliarity: to place in
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That- Burna :possessed- great talenis—
that lie was-distinguiehvd for'a fine fancy,
# lively wit, aud 8. noble genins; that: he

- plough,

,agn

-aeblindenta worlly alike o

- wilk:altlier ealidotr srnotions or-bur “higher,
» prydiiso the follier of his

. AooonDt, &

" might be well for the-meinory,of t

i sopopted; amil how  sinphatioally . deolared
i depopted, nphatienlly deolar

.avd the rensivility. necesanry to oonstituten
.great poet, we wonld never deny, He:was
» greatly, grandly gifted man. The powers.
with.which God had gifted nnn fitted, bim
46 -¥ise high above -the wcoupation- of the
of the rank of tho peasant, That
many of his poews.aro exceedingly beauti-
falitruihfoltendoi,andtouslnng,aud not only
worthy of being.vend,, hut retavinber ed. and
sdmired, wo most readjly admit. That lie;
whio sung.t0 mach shonlitdéensjonally have,

ig. 80, woll-~that -Ig who was so highly,
gifted and who was such o fivorite with
4hé mases, should Jiave so_glowingly do-
Heoated emotiniip, and giv tterance to

on -Rttcran:
£ ligikg .praised’

? Wa-diave no wislto
life;ux porteay tio:
. .aanes of-his- death.  He lulé- gode 30 his

sooonnt, and wé‘l‘m\*o u'%;itl{or w]ishi(_o gral:ixn
what-plrpose -to serve by -drawing -lis
i li«?!‘:'ug:imdm!r dréad: abode, ‘and it
he. 2aan,

=umanity approve

N M
" #a¢ ithwranelven, -andi o Guy’ ravey did-his
> pla ; exyrists. notsleas: frequently.
) $his prineiple in view. s

‘we tprn, Iopn the widn rg'oanc}l,
“péti nnie ean tell how 1ga beont

.

ta the,
cofit
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{imentpthiat +* thesfirst ;that by his.chnin).

:bo;%ﬁi?é 5glscli‘t‘l:xixggi} whic}lf:}i'é‘stufo(i-tuiin\q' ;

crad s

o

' sy
tonding-in no ardinary doyroe ta refive

S

‘$heirtnstes—to-ennable their affection—to
Hhipighten tha tano of their feeling —to digui-
| iy and adorn their hamanity —and that by

‘veasan of them morality wnd- religion hase
‘hebm investell with- new znd  {nscinating
ohavms, Naw if profane iliusions ta Sovip-
‘ture, impious parodies on sgome of fta finest:
parsager; and constant fuearing ab its pe-
onlinr dootrines, if ridionle of the most
sacrod ordinances of yeligion, if branding
with slang terms, and open and unsernpui-.
-ous abuge . of its evangelioal preachers and
people, aud if an anplo profusion of amor-
ons.aud bacohanalipn songs. have dane 5o
miuch to smprove $ha litarary. taste, the
moval'tone, or the velizioas sianding «f the
‘Seottagh: peasnatry, then let the pounta,
writings as.n whole, -he extolled—his anni-
‘veraaries. kopt—his memory rovered—lis
“bust crowned. yoarly- with-feesh lanrels, and
avory-aity of onur lnnd adorned with mona-
mental memortals to the mreat worth and
‘Iasting: betiefit of g writing. The man,
thowevor, who inaGold's house and seryice
could ocompose suéh A poem as * The
Calf,” and who.on leaving tha :anc’ugry

munister, and in dorision. of tha inepired
-prophat, and-who to- display his: unliailow-
-ed wit conld wickedly priody sueh o b an-
stiful and- affecting panim as the 187Tsh thus i
“No mors by Babiel's stroams wo'llweop,
To think upon our Zon,
And hang our fiditles up to sleep,
Like baby-clouts a drying, &u.”

The man iwho,-to.fattéx, ¥-patrat, conld
‘declare his willngness to bo *‘raved or
idomned” with um; he who coull writg,
‘print, and. pablish 6 mnch of that of
. winch we have only presonted a mérespeci-,
‘mén, may bo sy objeot of aduiation to
‘hindred hatares wigh, his own, anil who may-
‘thik that profanjiy a0d licentviousngss Aro’
'sullicigintly condoned for, by the attrastive
' attire of it and humor m _which thoy arb
drekged. Bug the'lovers of Chriatidmuey gre
‘oompelled rather to pify -than adinire ‘the
'man, who whils so'hughly gifted‘by Gud, so
-ofted proatituted his gilts to praiso that
‘whioli o should linve censured; and wlo so
recklesily, and ‘ovéh rejoicingly, nads mer-'
rifaent of holy things,  And what are we'
+to say,of His rolgious opinints and boliefs 48]
exprorded in liis prose writings,  In one 6f
g lotters lio sazs :—~ All my fears and
dareg.are of thid worlds if thove isnfother’
10 honest’man has hothing to feat from 1t |
‘I hate & win that wishoes to be A doist, but
.1 fear every wiprejudiced inquirer must’
‘be ‘in .rome degréo =a sceptic. It is’
ndt that therer nre dny Very slag-
gering arqiinonts against’ the immur-
tality of man, but'hike eléctsicity, phlogs-
toh, &o., the subject is 86 inyolved i dark
Beae,.(hat wo wanl ddtwto goapon, Qe
‘thitfr friglens me ‘much, thit wo-nre to
live forevet, deatus {05 good news fo be true.
That we are.to onter into s hew fgone of
existence whers, exempt from want and
pain, “Wwe aldll’ enjity otirsels s and our;
frierilé withoht satiety or sepiardtion, How
much wouldl' I’be indebted to” any one-whe
eould’fully nssuvo tne that this was certuin,”
Agnin he writeg:—** Yo venorable sages’
and holy flainens, ie there -probability in
your‘conjectures, truth in your stories, of
another world beyond death, or are they
all' like bageless visions nnd f bricated
fables? 1If there bo another lifé, it tust
be only for the just, the Lenevolent, -tho
amiatie nnil homano; what a flitterng
idew then, 18 the worll to_come! Wounld’
to God ¥ a8 firmly behoved 1t as I ardeutly
“wish it!" Sontunents such as these are to
be'found seattered thromlinnt his latters.
In short if wo are to éxcept Byron, thore1s
porhaps 1o modern poet in whpse writings,.
especinily his poers, ‘there are so mauvy
profarie passagss to be found; so many,
displags of wit upon sdered theme; so
much jesting with the religion of the Bible.
But we are pointed to the “* Cottar’s Sat-
urday night,” and some other of a kindred-
character, as proote, not simp'y of his poetic
gifis, bnt of the true and wnanly piety of
his heart, and sssured that none buit’a man
of right fooling could so adirably deseribe
sucli rcerios, All this, howaver, goes upon
the unwarrantablo assumption that & man’
oannot .describe-in selion -what hé hds:
never realized in emotioh. anleven amid
all, the question may bé askad how maoh,
and- what, has Burns wri tén that oven a
lieathen poet inight not havy written?  as-
o poet lot him weay ‘thio lauvels ‘hé has so
worthily- win; but except the admiration
duo to greut, thongh porvertad talonte, ho
déserves nothing wore. To celebrate suni-
versaries iu his lhonoy, as if he wero.the:
world's benefactor, the elevator of]mtqmi-
-ty ~t1e ennobler of hig race, is to prostituto
tlie ‘honors due ouly to tho good, nnq to
hold up to public view unsanotified genius -
ag -doserving of honor and nfylmlie: Ie-
we must have ainiversaries let thein bo
field in honov of thnae wh havq been  pre-
etniently distinguished Tox their goodness
as woll ns their gifts, men who hive left
belitud them alofty and a lovely niemorint
of & )ifé end -is Inbouis, ealonfatéd not to’
gralify: 1o 1giver prapensities of oir nn-
ture,.Liit to énrich o literiture, to ennoble
our speciee, fo remove its ills, to advance
promoto and

f

and’ prereived, s nbthing wore than we | ita interests,-and; in short, to pramato a
: llinh&:xpect. 'In‘,x‘shin't. ‘x‘ls a gifted poot | porpetnate the moral apd religiths im--
{ W& have no hesitation in rahiking Bam's provement of mavkindl. e
Jigh ‘sidong the highiest i iy dwn aphére;')- Itis possible, by “the ahove remnrks, c;_
*slathaving said (his taneh, fow. miiéh moro'| miay subijest ourtelves to the awathemns of-

-gotue, anil be acence] of ineanly atieinnts
ing to blot the.fuir fame of departel genia~.
‘We indignautly spirn the charge s uhware:
ranted.and ubjist; we yiedd.to no oneig,
‘our sincers -admiration .of grent -talouts,,
,oF-who-offers & more willing l:oinnge-at the
ihrine of well:difected penius. We valne,
ind -venerafe ‘wlrth wherevor we findit,.
‘and, ffom ligh ~inlellectusl attainment,
~whetlier founl in ths bregmanhfnr ‘the .phit-
“osoplier, we never withhiold. the tribute .of:
_our aiimiraiion; hut wherever great f:ﬂ_a‘ aro’
_pervertad -ainl’ prostitited fo fgrioble par-,
‘pomes, we nc less.emphationily pity the

-potresecr and condemn kis produs oun,
Gleamorris. . . oo
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-could repent-it, at once m muckery .of the |
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The genercus nitentioti-to the -Horth-
wost which oue Gonetdl Asmembly fo
always willing to give is.an omen of the
-ayceess -of Prealivierign missions in: that-
qnarter,  Whatever tnay hava boen frue of
Presbytarianism  in  ofhor lands and
ab other times in this Jand, it ia,
vpiain t7 all that at tho present time she.ja
rreuliarly aguressive and active'in Canada,
This may wrise fiom soveral eiiuher. sneh nd
Alie energy and evangelieal spirit of the
fathora of our-church, the vigaur of the
- Canadiat-mind, tlie -union-of-1861, andwe:
wonld fain  trust  from” fhe  fpecial
cenergiztig power of the Yialy Spivie, At
any rate that the chureh. has muely more
zeal thaninsotae, formar poriods is mani-
‘fegt, and ona espectil minnnér of shotving
this isin her'desira fo fllhi-Wasto places
of our land with the ‘kiewledpo-of Christ,
Our national ‘inheditancs.maw embraces
linlf & continent, and our relivious aympa-

I thios cannotfall far slinit of - the: limits of

{our rising nationalify. grn\vdﬁp,f’d'ué pd-

ple are pregeing wéstward, bundreds of
Canadians who hpve bepn for.a few years.|
domiciled in the Westorh States -akoileavs
ing there and spooling tb a-land -héalthiér,

“fréer, anil hottor, and"we eannotso duk re-

latives, friends, anil fullow-couantrymen left.
swithout -the: maenns of -grace ;-for overy,
ithousand of onw citizens that go westward'wo:
ought t6 soud n} least ous minister, making’
“all due allowancs for \dﬂ'f other ('l‘glﬁbmi:n-&
‘ations may do. Thevo too the beginning of

stream ¢f Enropoan émugration-is com~
thencing to flow.north-westwardi we mhsdt«do

“what we can to léaven, itiflifence, abd monld”
;that.great Enropean masyinto Bijfish sub-.
‘jectaand active Protestant:Chrigtiana. The.
1British ohnrches ato begtiuning :to ahipredi-
‘ato th's, aud £100 and £50 and the like dr-;
'no uncomuwou cutitribution from nerosg the:
‘veas to.our work i Munitoba. Itijg true’
cur Homo. Mission wark: doos:ot,.always:
‘liavo to “us'the yomanee that foreign:.work!
"hes, and' it is 4 dommigw complaidt that’
‘monéy fl,ws in fraely ‘for the Chinose and’
: Formosaus, while-for -ir work.among out,
poor aild dsaptute: fellowiconniryman. it is-
'slow and scaity. .his ‘however, slibald’
didsournge no one. ‘Lot ns rejoice,that so
mugh interest is taken inthe heatnen ; and

more-for onr Home -Mission: Work: We
shall'do this best by'kéeping the grarid ob.
joct in viow,. “Tho Domunion for Ch.ist,”
and subordinate :fo,this a living and real
Preabyterianism’in -the Dominion. There
188 great' dauger- in adding dollar to
dollar, and. working on the 'basis that
large agaregates are made. up of many lit-
tior; of becoming petty. and cen<orious;
aud sometitazs unjast. When fund arslow,
and our honour involved, and otir innage-:
ment open taquestion, our commitiees are-
apt,unless broad and generous in their views,
tolosesiglit ot the end, ronoble and deserv-
ing. For our North-western wirk we muat
lhave men and meags. Itis a wide coun-
try; its 'prospeots are good ;-.it is ‘strongly
Presbyterian in sentiment; and nothing
hindersin want of zeal and want of intersst’
from: going in and possessing the land to a.
large. extent. The growth of some of our
congregations ‘thero is wonderful. The
Winwmpeg cotigrogation m less 1 think than
thres years . from its organization become
self-supporting, and is ready to help others;
threo or-four preaching .stations are new
found 1n localities where ‘three years ago
there was not a settler. e underatand
that there has been s'nge the setting.in of.
winter a reduction -on our staff of a very
gerious’ kind; ono missiotiary sovt: further
weat, another resigned, and a oateslist laid
aside; this enlls for .earnest .atlention on
our purt.  Our sister chiurch and ourselves:
ars called on to send two at'least'at once.

be of our best, enorg tic, fuir prenchers, off-
‘handed, with -swall familics, loving ad-
venture, an- full of love-for ‘perishing fel-
low-sinners; for the ¢haracter of the men
wo sond has much to du with the sucesss of|

terianism in the Norh-west. It is .to.bo
hoped the Hume Mussivn Comimittos will
_ohooso.wisely ‘and promptly. ‘Farewell in
the meantime to-Manitobs,

. Trosg who wanage affuivs for ‘the Pape
Tiva- uot forgob the cunning and- duphaty
for.which- tha-Jesuite havo ever been pro-
verlinY; Aa is seen in. tliefr reent conduct’

Mr. Gladstone's piwphlet, whith ‘we phb-.

Rome -telomapled. to_the, French papers.
“{hiat the Fersion of thesapeesh published
was nat authentie, aul: tg-the Euglish pa-.
I;."“‘““ tbad ot beeir delivéren atalil
That tlie speech was %{ljvgpd’h piuved
gonalunively by. its publication-iu s seni.,
offoial glerical paper wt Bome..

lot' us urge and press and sue for.more and. |-

The men wo ioad fiu that new land should |,

our causo and the character of Presby- |

respecting the remarks _of the “Pope npen |.

linhed -a fow weekn since, Noiue one at |

inflnen=é, By somv gooil peoolo this pre-

fovence is aarried so far.thit they hesitate
uot to pronounce.it.ziafal. bo use,in ,puklic:
worslip any. other songs uf praise. than the.
-Padlnis of Davitl in-matre. Suclt appears’
40°Dé it opiicn of your corrgspinilen t
wliose gommunieation, appeared jn youn
srpes on.the Sthiinst., headed *Psalms va.
Hymng,” Ho says: “Iam led by a ocare.’

ture, to helieve-that. there- is. nat only- na,
“autliority:for thevdrtfoduction. of hyimns,.
Jbut:that sdoh introddstion js: pesitively
awroti, and alegdhat (b Padlsis alone’
'ought fo bp usedjn tho service of rong.” To,
my mind mony.of tho texts reforre? to:have!
no ‘béaring-whateves upon the eabjeot, ind

théefollowing: ‘Matt, xxvi. 87, * And-when,
whey had sung.anbyrop they went -aut izto,
‘the Mount of Olives," Col. iii. 16; ‘“Leaching’
and” admanishitly ond aitbthér o pealmy
and'hyniiir, And splritual rongs, singing with-
grico in your héarts to the Lord,” Epii.
v..19, *Spenking:to.yourselvesin psalinh,d
‘anil liymne, aodspiritisal sodgs, dinging, attd
‘miking melody in yorr hénetto tlia “Tord.”
Lot ma serionaty ask.: Have we any- in-.
spired-Canon upén -the.sunjeet ?' di',;iro

ipondeént 6 much atmire, as el s bn’
‘man composition as any other puem that.is;
*founded npon Seripturs?

Then, what of uningpired prayers and
rermens ? We-have inspired spe cimons of

Why not bind.us dewn to tho exclusive tse,

have Secriptural prayers and- sermons,:
though wainapired, why not Seriptu-al
‘hymns? At a late maenting of our Synod,
a delegate from. ¢he American. Prosby
terian Church was present, On the Sah-
bath he.occapind & pulpit in a Church
‘where nething lut the Fsalms wero per
mitted to be sung. In his prayer, ho very
aptly and beautifally introduced a quota.
‘tion from the hymn, * Nearar mv God to
‘Thee, nearer.t> Thee.,” TWas this wrong?:
If not wrong in prayor, would it have been
wrong in praise?

I admit that in- the Bnok of Paalme,
we have not only the finest models of

the most appropriaté and delightful expres-
aious of devutional feeling and sentiment,
‘that the puresttaste and the most elevate.'i
piety.can desire. At the same time, low-
aver, it is nndoniable that the greal mass
.of the Paalms are not #uited, as they stand,
for expressing tho feelings and desiras of
ithose who live under the Chrir"an dirpen
gation, Many-of them, for i ‘*ance, are

urely theorstical, and conce, ~ntly dan
nover be npproprinta in the :.antles of
those who live under the spiritasl dipensa-
zation of the Mesriah. Others..are pro-
-phetical of events that are now passed, and |.
consequently cannot be used withuat great |-
impropristy.in their present form by us,
who look back to the fulfillment of what
they were wiitten to fortell.  Others again,
are apnroprinte only to persnng who weye
inapired, and consequently cannot ba ugad’
withont | resumption. by privata Cirristians,
Thus, can anythitig ba. more out of place:
than for an individaal -whose,infinence is.
confined, it may be, within the narrowect
limite, to stand up and say, as oxpressive of
hisown deteriminntion s

“God’'s meroies I sha'l over glug,

. And with my mouth Tshall

Thy faithfulnoss mako to bo known,
“ 7o generations ail 1”

In the writings of an inspirel man,
'\ymch are to contmaa for ever, these wordr
aro becomiug and corroot; but a8 nwed hy
:me whore name and memuorial will dle
witlrhimself; thoy a¢d ali%é predampiuris
and ridioulous, Thore. are- others uf the
praliar.whish ars suitakls oily far Jesus,
and why Ghriatians should be ealléd upon’
tosing like Jesus, has always appeaced to
me>very tnacconntable, What' sanso is
thers, for instavee, in- a Chrisfian congre.
gation singing, ’ '

*Tho windera grest, whichBThéu Oftord.
Did'at work In Bavpt'sland,
Onr fathers, though thy 3aw,” &e.

-when our futhera saw na auch.thing ? Or,
‘'why shonld we sy, © By Babel's atreama.
‘we pat and wept," whan wé nover were in
Babylon in ouv lives? Oc, wliat ean -he

more absard. then $o lisuc sora

1

ful atirdy of tha following texts of Sorip- |

stringe that among tliem ghould bs found:}

ot the déggrel'rh ich your correns] o  Ailay f
'3 pgrelTliymes which your cosyes: dnne, aphich isgextendsdyta tridislators’ of:

‘t1 @ a/both in. the Oll.and New Testament.

of these in our public worehip? Ifwe cau’|"

sacred poetry that ara extant, but someof |°

I S X
[ O A T Y (Y AR 4 {1 f-:’ s .
. Paglmg vs, Hymos. -apiporient ofinstramentat musio b Chnrohas,
B v, . helbgings 7
JSaltor Brr..on Anenmml’nnnfwnmm.. “ Pralss Gl0d with harp, sud unto Him
Sir,—~Tn no dopartmiant ol roligious wor- fing with tho psaltery
éhip or refiglous duty nro woso far behind “{’ﬂ";‘i{: ':."‘“":;'?“‘x":l";{""”‘
sather Protestantcomununitiod agin owe Peal- | | vodwaobme Z“' .
imody.  \Vi e
xgx dyt \;mh‘ n;l‘heol?;zy. waioh, in poiné of “ Prates Mim with trampet's sonnd,
‘Beriptural enroetness, is-surpassed by nofie; Hls pralsd with pgal. sry & 1y ngo;
with a ritualsimple and dppropriato; and With timbrel, harp, stringed instrumenty
with n provailin s faithfa 3 of : nd érgans, 11 the daade
auch a\zpf’o” ':‘n”_ r',“ 1 ‘;‘“faz mtpmtl?l'xm',’ Prales Him cu eymbdalsiloud; 2
ow othors'eny y, it'is n dverthules Him praisg on cymbalé sounding high
too generally-the case that bal einging and Buch congs o praiso cannet surely bo ;
7 4 i raraifl 3 4 ) " v
doggrel unmeaning versification, aro echarso | yyianed gihar with the uaderstanding or
téristics of onr publia celebration of fhe Di- | from the nemrt.
vine praire.  Without stopping toinqicentyy Twn of ue fathors of tha It ee P oshy.
-any length mto the-enuses which linve co. ‘;9'"-“‘“] fc“"":;f,‘ «f Seollnad, latoly de l’“':;’d
oper . thig 1ifo wir praise was in all the
jco-ope ';"e:} to_prodace this :pmmn'lm‘n ;0‘!]\1‘011%. I refer to Dr. Guihivie and D,
flate of th nge, T veuntara-to abtribute it in | Jandhsh. When lywug spon thewr death-bod
0o swall degies, tai-tue pravalonce .of a | they where cheared.and comfirted by the
taste for-metre wersions of  the Book of: "‘!“m“iﬂ““myiﬂﬂs W‘"(}hl.vf&:"i’ﬂ .rmspoudo‘nb
Psalmi, T F . . i Woulkd:rogard as snfulito.be snug ‘n the
Sooth " ?'“‘rf;‘“ﬂ;:“ f“fm 18 {’ﬂ;ﬁl non m' sarat congregation..  Dr..Gotheie, whon on
opiiand 13 wa awa, and It 18 only. sane vory borders of the good lan.l requested .
of late yoears, compacativaiy, tlmt unnisler a:fihis. friends to siog “soup of the bairn's .
aad othersimverbson omansipited féot- ita [hymna " —* Thare is a fountain filled with .y

hleod" “Rock: of ages oloft for me.”
#¢ Juat as T amn withont ono .plen, hut that
1thy blood was shéd forame" With theso
.andanait Lka i ane’saunding in theic.cars
sthese.two men of Goil passed:away. to sing -
sthe: song. of Moges aud. the Lumb" in
inglory,  Dud they as your .gorvazp mdent
wonld insinuate in singing-gnch hyvmmg .
#tadl to or take . from the-Word of Goil 27
«Kather was it not'a blessed - remplification .
-af their receiving the kingdom.of Gold as'a
Tittle .chill?” NS
Ia ad.lition o the.graver ovils conne~ted ,
:with the promircuoug-nen of the Motre
»Paning, is the -grevioug -injury whish lias.
‘heén-done to-the, genorsl- and devotionsl:
tnstg-of-the community, by tho-mjséfably
axecuted versions which are in commphot
1iee, -Of these; it-is. Pnough.fo.sdy, thabdn
"tho apinion, of the' mast ‘competent-judges,,
dur Seottiah, vorsign-witle all its mnifold
dffences aqainst.sansa,; grammar, taste, nnd |
poetry. isndecidediy-the. Best> ps.a wholes
-aml if Ro,swhatamust. the..otherstbo? The
sinave-fact hawever, that:.existing varsions;
are bad, would: be no eatisfactory argnment
\ngaingt.the use of-varsified- translasions -of:
"the psalmry, were ther: any-hepe .of oty
‘nﬁvgrvgettinggf@eheuer. But-the thing is im~
vracticable, Rhymed; ver.jonsof composi.
-tion such.as the, Panlmg, taken.as a whole:
arsmunt,from the.verynature of the casé’be
dogureh The puve poelry of. them.indeed,
may.be {ransfused into poetioal forms-in
nothpr langnage withont-any derions.loss. .
§£Jjg4 foras: or benuty, providad-the same
10afiee be aljawed to. the translgtorsin thig

s,
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poetryiin genersl. Bub-fo-{ranalate right.
thrpugh the book, proper names:and all,
without.alteration or paraphrase,.is a iask
by whigh the most powerful -genins would,
bo oppressed, and in atiémpting. iv exsenio.
whica even a Milton himself. would fail,
If then, we are to-use:the whole book of.
wims iu metre, we must content onrselves
jth what wa have ; forithough a- few' ver~t
sl alterations might with advantage be
wtroduced into our;.Beottish version, it is,
?pqnttho whole,:ns good as wb. can. expeot*
0 ot -
1.coma then to ask, howean the habitual..

uea of n version which _is.eonfesadly fall .
oftlio most miserable doggrel,fail toboother-
wiso than injurious to pablic tasie, .and de-
precintory of the standard of devotional '
feoling among our worshippors ? How, fsit
porsible that. a man ean sing with pleaswre
snoh Jinee as:

“ AL a.ver}’lnhg they gotoo and fro,
They. ciaké groat noise ahd suad,

Like'to a dop; and often walk
About the city round

oR

“ Mab’s my washlag pot, my shoo.
I'll over. Edom thraw ;

And ovor Palestine’s 1and,

Iwillin t:rlumpk go.”"
OR ,
' Tio t5 thom #s 40 Midian,
Jubin at Kigon strand{ -

And Sls’ra which 28 Badoe foll,
As dangto fatthe land.”
oR

“Hor riggs thon wat'red plentionaly,
. Her furrows sugplies,
W.t 1 showers thou dost har mollity,

o abrait-laoed

Her spring by thes i3 blest.™

And yet ratain any, love for gennlne
poetry, or bo made fo impraye in'a capa-
ety for ngmgmneouﬂ dovo'ion’? By your
enrrespondent and others of alike mind. con
siderntions of this-gort may -be despised,
_bnt I'eaniiob but regard the “retention and
‘admiration of a low slindard of sacred
-poetry as.assodiated with warrowness o
.emeeption and teebleness of devotions.

With the moat nnqualified reveranes

«

-| then for the Seriptural Paalins as a portion

.of the.divive word, Teannat hmt think thas
the atlempt:to snbject. thém to the foiters-
of motrd, and to introdnce them ingiscrim~
ately as thay stand,-without any seoommo-
dntion to tho altered  cirenmstances of
modorn times, ax velicles for oxpressing.
the devoticnal feelings of' & Ohristian con-
‘gregation ; has been atténded with a. deles.
tevions effect. upon the. intelligence, he
_pisty, and.tha doyotinnal taste of.the som.
.wnnity. I ambappy to know that in Raots
1snd and.in oue own Daminion, progrems
 towards a refo.mation. on . this. saljrel has -
eoméncad; At this I nnfeignadiy rejoice®
Suleations of hymns aud,-of -Cliristian ver-

| nians of the.Old Testdinent posiry, arenaw:

fanltiplied among n3, and the: time, we
hdpa is.come.when those wha atill’ lold -by
s Westwizister version of ‘the Psalres,
will do themzolves the Lenshit to.Iay aaide
theif, predjuices; and adoot.those rish ma-
terials for devolion whish wanctifiad ‘tacte
and genias Lnve sl langtl-laid on the aliex
Yotra, b,

of pralse, ”,
St Blepheo, N, B BW




